
Behold the Lamb of God
John 1:29-37

His Words Made Personal
John 15:7-9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Four portraits, One Savior – Year Long Emphasis
Discover anew the person of Jesus Christ.
 Context:
Last Supper. Thursday night.
Cross. Resurrection. Ascension – he  is going.
Jesus – I am going away. 
Quick question – 
When was the last time you prayed boldly for something that was clearly out of your own reach? How would you describe your relationship with Jesus is all you had to gauge it by was your prayer life? 






What words might you “unpack” in your personal 
Bible study of this passage?

• Jn. 15:7,9 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you….9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Abide in my love.

• How to “unpack” the words?
• Look up in Bible dictionary (Strong’s).
• Ask Google; “AI.” (Biblical meaning)
• “Ruminate” on the words. Go deeper.

• Get behind the words.
• Pray the words back to Jesus. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
V7. Abide (2x)
Ask whatever you wish.
It will be done for you.
V8. Not included: By this is my father glorified that you bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples. 
V9. Loved me so I have loved you.
Abide in my love.



1. Let’s “unpack” the word, “abide.”

A. Three aspects:
1. Time. Stay. Remain.
2. Place.
3. Condition/connection.

B. Husband/wife:
• Time with – attentive to.
• Place - same home.
• Condition – committed. 

C. BFF.
• Everyday at lunch when no one else does.
• Best friend [forever not?]

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Abide” – archaic, obsolete. 
Time.
To continue to be, to exist with, not to perish.
Place. Fulfilled for all believers. 
To sojourn, dwell with, tarry with; not to depart from the place.
Condition/condition.
To remain as one. Committed. 
John 15:10 If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love, just as I have kept my father’s commandments and abide in His love.
Point of distinguishment for abide.
Stay, Remain.
Prodigal son – still a son, but off in a distant country. 15;13 
Committed – Judas. Disciple –lost his way; ceased to be committed




Does that not look like an absolutely delicious burger from 
the White Oak Tavern (a sponsor for Christmas)? What do 
you think makes me keep coming back to buy the burger?.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Is your mouth watering? If so, why? 
What makes me keep coming back?
Connection. 
I “abide” with White Oak. 



Does that not look like an absolutely delicious prime rib from 
Bare Bones Grill (a sponsor for Christmas)? What makes me 

keep coming back to Bare Bones on Friday nights?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The owner:
18 mo. – carry out order?
Sorry sir, we don’t do carry outs. I will bring one to you myself. 
Owner of the company.
Past Friday night – Sunny brought Debbie and I, free, our favorite order! 



2. “Abide” is given its deepest meaning when our 
connection is with the person of Jesus Christ. 

• Jn. 15:9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Abide in my love.

A. Christ’s love has a model: v9
• Suppose my love for my sons was rooted in my dad’s 

love for me?
• The same love that Jesus had from His dad is offered. 

B. Christ’s love is unconditional. 
• He won’t bail on you.

C. Christ’s love is waiting for the one who abides in it.
• God is love. God cannot not love. 1 John 4:16
• His nature is love. 
• Food vs Fruit.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The model, the template:
Father for the Son – wo end or beginning, eternal.
Father cannot not love; not a decision; but the eternal fruit of who God is. 
That identical love is what reaches through the Son to His followers. 
Love of Christ for us:
1 Jn. 4:16  We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. (NAU)
God does not love bc he needs our love.
His love is the purest expression of who he is. The cross is the fruit of His love for us. We are lost wo the cross and the cross moves to expressed Gods love. 
Fuit comes from fullness, not need. Healthy tree does not produce apples bc its lacking something. It fruits bc it is alive and flourishing. 



Christ does not love from a need to be loved. He loves 
because it is his nature – His love is like the fruit from an apple 
tree; and His words are like individual apples to be picked. We 

pick them when we believe and put them into action.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are flesh and blood. We hunger from lack. Hunger pangs, watering of our mouth, is bc we want and need food.
Not so for Christ’s love for us. It does not emanate from his need for love. It is from the overflow of who he is. Like a spring of water emanates from a well deep below the surface – or better yet, the fruit that emanates from a healthy fruit bearing tree. The tree does not bear fruit from lack – but from its nature. 
“Abide” is given its deepest meaning when the place in which we abide is the love of Jesus. 
John 15:9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love” -- is an invitation to you and me to pick of the fruit of His tree. 



3. Christ has revealed how the love of God is made 
personal – what He speaks must become my own!

A. The message is personal - not random, 
meaningless, story.

B. Pray your name in the story!  
1. Prodigal.
2. Leper.
3. Zaccheus.
4. Delivered from demons. 
5. Marriage can be healed.

C. Pray what Christ has told another.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Words must be likened to a personal message with content, specifically written to me. 
5 love languages – Words of affirmation.
This love language uses words to affirm, encourage, and build up the other person. As Chapman puts it, "Actions don't always speak louder than words." For people whose primary love language is Words of Affirmation, spoken and written words of appreciation, encouragement, and love mean everything — and harsh or critical words are especially wounding.
Jesus’ words of affirmation abide in me – and the HS brings them to my memory when I have tried to remember them:
John 3:16 For God so loved Kip that He gave His only begotten Son that if Kip believes in Him, Kip would not perish but have everlasting life.
John 16:33 – IN the world, Kip shall have tribulation. But take courage, Kip, for I have overcome the world. And the way I overcome the world, if by your faith in me, Kip. 
Rom 5:3, Not only that but Kip must rejoice in his sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope – and Hope does not disappoint because God’s love has been poured into Kip’s heart through the Holy Spirit who has been given to Kip.
Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for Kip, for Kip is in Christ Jesus.
Must become my promise.
Prodigal. My son I pray home.
Leper = I am the person he was willing to touch and make clean.
Zaccheus. I the person willing to climb whatever Sycamore tree need be climbed to see my Jesus.
Woman delivered from demons is me delivered from mine.
Marriage that is healed is mine – yeah I am thrown at the feet of Jesus as the adulterer. 
When I claim what Christ has done for another to be mine, in His will.
I sm picking of the fruit of his tree. 



4. My prayer acts as a spiritual thermometer that 
reveals whether I am eating the fruit of His tree! 

• Jn. 15:7-8 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 "My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and 
so prove to be My disciples. 

A. Do you see the dual condition in v7a? 
B. “Whatever you wish” is shaped by my remaining in 

Christ and His words remaining in me. 
•  Abiding - connected; believing; trusting; obeying.

C. Bold prayer is the fruit of abiding in Christ; by my faith – 
I am picking of the fruit of His tree. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The father wants to reveal Himself to us.
My father is glorified by this
“This” refers back to v 7, not to the remainder of v 8.
Dual condition:
If you abide and
My words abide in you
Dual Result of the dual condition:
You will ask whatever you wish.
Not whatever crosses your mind. 
To set your want on it. Resolve.
Active exercise of your will. 
Deliberate human choice. 
My desires are being shaped by eating of the fruit of Jesus. 
I remain in Christ. His words remain in me. 
It will be done 
My prayer life acts as a thermometer revealing my spiritual health!



Call to Action.

1. Choose one promise of Christ this week and pray your 
name in it. Don’t just open a page of the bible and put 
your finger on a verse. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in your daily “abiding” 

in the Word. Ask Him to impress upon you the 
promise you are to pray back to God. 

2. Check your spiritual temperature: when did you last 
pray a bold prayer?
• Will you commit to Christ that you will take Him at 

His word?
• Will you pick of the fruit of His love by faithing Him in 

your prayers?
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