Four Portraits, One

That you may
have

It's Not About Going/Doing - It's About
Abiding
John 15:1-6


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Four portraits, One Savior – Year Long Emphasis
Discover anew the person of Jesus Christ.
 Context:
Last Supper. Thursday night.
Cross. Resurrection. Ascension – he  is going.
Jesus – I am going away. 
Quick question – 






1. Christ’s vision to grow His Church is about to
unfold.

A. Father God -the “vinedresser” (gardener).
B. Jesus His Son - the “vine.”

C. Christ-followers —the “branches.”

D. The fruit of the branches — nhew growth..


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Father – the “vinedresser.” 
The “conductor” of the orchestra.
The Son – the “vine.” 
“Instrument” – Christ, the source of the music.  
The Christ-followers – the “branches.” 
The orchestra.
Play under conductor and in connection with their instrument.
The fruit – the by-product of abiding.. 
The music flows from Jesus, the vine, through His followers, the branches. 


Imagine Christ as the Conductor; believers are the
musicians and their instruments; the sheet music is
the “will of God”; the beautiful music is the fruit.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Son – the “vine.” The source of life for the branches.
Christ is the conductor.
The most important person in the image. 
Guides everyone.  
Everyone eyes are on him – he cues the rests, the rhythm, the beat
He is the lane I am in. He is the plan I am trying to follow. 
Whether I hear him correctly is not as important as whether I am listening. 
The Christ-followers – the “branches.” They are connected to the vine. 
The members of the orchestra and their instruments.
We bring our gifts, our time, our talents to him so that we can be used of Him to play beautiful music to the world around us. 
Each has a part.
Cannot play their own music but everyone must be on the same sheet music.
Gods word is like the sheet music each musician is following. 
Musicians have to have their eyes on the conductor and the sheet music. 
Instrument they play?
Spiritual gifts they each possess. 
You do not know the gifts you possess until you try to use what you might have. 
Abiding is your intentional eye-connection to the conductor.
The fruit – the music. Each part functioning in its role. 
The music – by product of the instrument, musicians, and the conductor all working together.
Unique music.
Changes people’s lives. 
Gives them life. 
Who is missing from the image?
Spectators – not ready or willing to sit in the chair. 
You have to be chosen to be in the orchestra. 
You are chosen bc you want to be in the orchestra.
The disinterested crowd outside. 



2. Spiritual growth is Christ’s objective — to not be
growing is to not be abiding.

A. To be pruned is to abide. V2.

* Live branch.

* Deliberate.

* Not punitive.

* Redirects energy from “less living” to new life.
B. To notabide (“remain connected”) has spiritual

consequences. V6.

* Jo be of no use.

* Cast away.

C. Can adead branch be restored? Ask Simon Peter.

_.'._
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Pruning.
Gods work in the life of a believer. Not a new believer.
Deliberate process of cutting away; dead, diseased or damaged wood
Redirect the plants energy away from unproductive growth.
Trains the plant growth.
Enables more growth. 
Thins out crowded or competing branches so that what remains is larger and healthier.
Quality over quantity.
Tune-Up.
Automobile
Marriage
Education program – needs a tuneup?
No lifeline for kids - 9:30 – 10:30.
What if you are a parent and you want to be involved in Lifeline from 9:30-10:30 but you can’t because we don’t have an option for children at that time? 
What do you do if you are a female who works and you want to be a part of a women’s-only ministry?
What does this communicate? Chrisitan education is not important?
Pruning, spiritually, is not divine punishment but purposeful cultivation toward greater fruitfulness.
he horticultural principle (cutting back the good to get the best) mirrors the spiritual one: pruning isn't punishment but purposeful cultivation toward greater fruitfulness.
Helps cut away those things in your life that are impacting your ability to be connected to the vine, Jesus.
Does Pruning include “adding to”?
Dead branches.
Purpose of the branch is to bear fruit.
Dried up branches only good for fire wood.
Not hell – but the recognition that the branches are not fulfilling the divine purpose of the branches – to bear fruit. 
Can a dead branch come back to life? 
Simon – Satan has demanded to sift you like wheat. But I have prayed for you. After you have turned, strengthen your brothers.






3. Bearing fruit is what abiding is all about. Fruit bearing
IS hot about working harder, although abiding
believers do work hard.

Jn. 15:17-6.

No fruit. V2.

Fruit—already present. V2.

More fruit—from pruning. V2.

Much fruit — results from abiding. V5.

Much more fruit - glorifies the Father; proves
discipleship. V8.

* Leads to a transformation in heart; from seeking, to
serving to calling.
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How would you define Jesus’ Call to Action?
Increase is the Expectation.
No fruit. v2. (taken away)
Fruit. V2.
More fruit thru pruning. V2.
Much fruit by abiding. V5.
Drying up by not abiding. V6.
Much fruit glorifies the father and proves discipleship. V8
Is His call to work harder?
V4. Abide in me. To abide in the word is to abide in Christ.
The branch doesn’t bear fruit by itself.
It must be connected to the vine. V 4.
I am vine. You are the branches.
Abide in me. 
You will bear fruit.
Apart from abiding you can do nothing.
If you do not abide, you will dry up.
You will be cast aside
The father is glorified when you bear fruit.
It demonstrates, proves, that you are my disciples.
What is fruit and how is it borne.
Jn. 20:30-31  Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name. (NAU)
Leading others to Christ
Growing in my own Christ likeness by abiding in the word of God.


Your instrument is waiting for you.
Are you ready to sitin the chair?
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Presentation Notes
An instrument cannot make music by itself. Neither can a believer produce fruit independent of the one through whom the fruit is sourced. Christ expresses Himself through us, much like the music is produced by the bass through the hands of the player. 


1.

Call to Action

Why not make today the day you say “yes” to
Jesus? His invitation is unique to each one of us,
but the response is the same for each one of us
just like it was for each of His original disciples.

| have found that memorizing scripture allows me
to plumb the depth of God’s love more than
anything else. Would you consider memorizing
John 15:1-6 this next week? As you do, put your
name in each verse.


Presenter Notes
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Jesus does not command branches to bear fruit. He commands us to stay connected to Him. The father “cultivates” our lives so we can remain in Christ. Christ supplies the life, and fruit is the result of a believer abiding in Christ. 
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