Four Portraits, One

That you may
have

When Love Opens the Door
John 14:15, 21-27


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Four portraits, One Savior – Year Long Emphasis
Discover anew the person of Jesus Christ.
 Context:
Last Supper. Thursday night.
Cross. Resurrection. Ascension – he  is going.
Jesus – I am going away. 
Quick question – 



1. Love is like a door the Holy Spirit opens - yet,
the door hinges so it swings both ways.

A. God opens first.
* John 3:16, 6:44

B. We respond to His opening.
e John 1:11-12.

* John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep my
commandments... ?" He who has My
commandments and keeps them is the one who
loves Me; ...
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God initiates.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believes in him shall not perish buy have eternal life.
John 6:44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 
We respond:
Jn. 1:11-12  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, (NAU)
Jn. 8:31-32  So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." (NAU)


Do you think “background noise” impacts our willingness to open
the door of our minds to the Holy Spirit?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Background noise steals my joy. Takes away peace, particularly when the noise is in the place where peace should be the expection.
Husband and wife – how do you bring obedience to Christ into your marriage?
The background noise can be so great, that I cannot hear the voice of the Holy Spirit present with me, giving me the faith to see him through the winds and waves of life.
Matt. 14:30  But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" (NAU)

Do you want things to be different?


The door to heart-felt obedience
Isn’t duty- it’s my love for Jesus.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you want things to be different, the only way that is going to happen, if your obedience to Christ and His word is founed on a “want to” instead of a “should.”
OT obedience was should based.
Thou shalt not bc of what I did at the Exodus
Choosing blessing of choosing curse.
This changes “should” to want to.



2. To know and keep the commands of Jesus out of love for
Jesus is a condition to divine revelation in every generation.

1. Middle schooler/high schooler.

Relationship with God and His plan for my life.
Family and home.

School, athletics, music..., work, retirement...
Friends and peers.

Identify and self-worth in Christ.

Sexual purity.
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2. Young adults — married/single
3. Middlers - married/widowed
4. Seasoned citizens — married/widowed
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My response in each “sphere” is a reflection of my love for Jesus. 


* When my love for Christ changes my behavior, the
door of divine self-disclosure has opened — both
ways.

A. Ifyou love me:
1. V21.“know my commandments.”
2. V15, 21, 23, 24. “keep my commandments.”
3. Obedience is the fruit of love (not duty).

B. The “Helper” will do this:

1. V21. You shall be loved by My Father
V21. | shall love you.
V21. | shall disclose myself to you.
V23. My Father will love you.
V23. We will come to you.

V23. We will make our abode with you. ;S“"“ig
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Abode – v23.
Occurs only in 2 verses in the NT. 
John 14:2 “dwelling places”; KJV “mansions”. 
The place prepared for us. 
14:23. “abode”; 
The place prepared for him.
Love creates a “vacancy” sign:
Divine reciprocity: He lives with us. We will live with him in heaven. 
Context:
Obedience. 
Know my commandments
Keep my commandments. 
Changes from a “should” to a “want to.”


Do you think there is a more effective motivator for
self-disclosure than time-with?




The door to heart-felt obedience
Isn’t duty- it’s my love for Jesus.
My love for Jesus is best impacted
with “time-with” Jesus.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This changes should to want to.


Do you think “background noise” impacts our kid’s openness
to “time with” Jesus?

Do you think satan is a master at filling our lives with “stuff” to
keep us away from “time with” Jesus?


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Gal. 4:6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" (NAU)
Bethany education of your children (up to grade 5):
11:15a – 12:00 noonish. 
45 minutes, including play time, crafts, to learn about Jesus. 
Each Sunday they have a different teacher, different helpers.
Hard to get volunteers to give up more than one Sunday per month. 
Youth and adults:
Lifeline class starts at 9:45 – 10:15. 30 to 40 min
We don’t have a child’s option during this period. 
No parents with children can attend Lifeline.
No Sunday School before worship.
Middle schoolers help Kids Church during worship.
How can we help this young man? 
Get him to Jesus
Camp? Wedneday PM? 
Sports on Wednesday night. 
Sports on Sunday morning.
Know how to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit
The only way is through his parents/church working together.
Revamp what we are doing so he has more opportunities to know the reality of who Jesus is. 
Joint effort on the part of the church and the paretns. 



3. Love is our response to the self-disclosure of Jesus.
The ultimate expression of that love is to reveal
Jesus to someone around you.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How can they hear without a preacher?
What if God is calling you to be the “preacher” to the kids in your life?
What if God is calling a young person here, anyone, to be the “preacher”?


The door to heart-felt obedience
Isn’t duty- it’s my love for Jesus.
Has your love for Jesus changed
volunteering to calling by Jesus?


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John 21:15 Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these? Yes, Lord, you know I love you. Then, tend my sheep! He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep.“He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep. 


Call to Action

1. Name one source of background noise in your life.
Surrender it to Jesus. Put it at his feet. Open the
door of faith and believe Him for the outcome.

2. Is God calling you to be the “preacher” for kids in
your home? Your church? Answer the call by
praying back to him what you have heard Him say
this morning.

3. Pray foryour church staff as we develop a new
plan for “time with” Jesus for kids and adults on
Sundays. Pray for strength for me to shepherd this
household of Christ.
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