Four Portraits, One

That you may
have

Seeing the Father through the Son’s Eyes
John 14:7-11


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Four portraits, One Savior – Year Long Emphasis
Discover anew the person of Jesus Christ.

 Context:
Last Supper. Thursday night.


Opening Question.
Our year-long series is entitled, “Four Portraits, One Savior.” The first portrait I ever saw of Jesus wasn’t a portrait on a wall. He was never famous, never wealthy – but before I could read a single word of scripture, I could read him. Hold that thought – I will introduce you to him before we are done. 

Next thought – when your children close their eyes and picture God – whose face do they see? Don’t answer too fast – because for most kids, the first portrait of God they ever get is their dad. 


. Jesus is the “window” through which we know God.
How open that “window? is will impact whether or
not we fully know God.

Philip — does not understand who Jesus really is. Why?

 V /7 Ifyou had known Me, you would have known the
Father also, ... °Have | been so long with you and yet
you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has
seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show
us the Father.””

Closed windows created a “brain-block” about who
Jesus was for the disciples:

 John 10:30

 John 12:45

* John 1:18 gshm‘éé
_.t._


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Philip: Representative of the disciples. 
Only Peter has said that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Closed windows to Philip really knowing Jesus:
Family, Jewish culture, history and heritage
Started listening to the wrong podcaster;
Started listening to the wrong peer, teacher, etc.
Closed windows created a “brain-block.”
John 10:30 – “I and the Father are one.”
Joh 12:45 "And he who beholds Me beholds the One who sent Me.  
John 1:18, No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. (Jn. 1:18 NAU)
Col 1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  
Heb. 1:3  And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (NAU)
The disciples had a “brain-block” about Jesus. 


2. Jesus shows us the Father simply by the way the
Father interacts with the Son. Each interaction acts
as a window to the nature of God.

A. Present. V10. “.. the Father abiding in Me does His
works.”

B. Personal. V11. “Believe me that!| am in the Father and
the Fatheris in Me, ...

C. Trustworthy. V10. “The words that | say to you | do not

speak on My own initiative, but the Father ... does His
works.”

D. Empowering. V 11. “otherwise believe because of the
works themselves.” (John 5:19-20)
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Window of Presence. Present. 
Love is defined by time with. “abiding in me.”
At age 12 – Luke 2:49 – did you not know that I would be in my father’s house. 
Dads – are you present with your sons and daughters. 
Physically and emotionally.
Do you bring Jesus into those moments?
Window of relationship. Personal. 
Luke 1:36 – conceived
Jn. 3:35 "The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. (NAU)
At age 30 – ministry begins. 
Baptized to the expression of “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matt 3:17
At Mt of Transfiguration – Mark 9:7 “This is my beloved son, listen to Him.
Fathers – do your sons and daughters know you believe in them. Are they always striving for your approval – which you withhold thinking “I just want them to do their best.”
Window of trust. Trustworthy.
At Lazarus’ resurrection from the tomb – he prays out loud and then says, .
Jn. 11:41-42  So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 42 "I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me." (NAU) 
John 5:19 – the son can only do what he sees his father doing.
Resurrection from the dead.
Father proves himself faithful – he raises him in fulfillment of Isaiah 53:10-12, “if he will render himself a guilt offering, he will prolong his days, … I will a lot him a portion with the great. 
My dad never lied to me.
My dad gave me what he had.
Shoe sole glued with gum.
Wingtip loafers.
Window of empowering. Empowering. John 5:19-20. Equipped to succeed. 
Jn. 5:19-20  Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 20 "For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel. (NAU)
The father enabled the son to do the works, all of which were miraculous. In that sense, the father gave the son the gifts needed so he could properly reveal that He and the Father are One. 
The father gave his son the tools to succeed.
How are we at doing that?
And isnt that what a human father should strive to do? Not choose for his son but give him the tools to succeed in life?
The Son showed us these things about the Father: Present, personal, trustworthy, and empowering. 


3. The greatest impact a dad can have on his children
Is to allow Jesus to impact him.

* V9. Have | been so long with you and yet you have not
come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen
the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father.””

* Modern-day research on the impact of dads:

* Families and Faith by Vern L. Bengtson
* Growing Up With a Single Parent by Sara McLanahan
* Opportunity Insights — Harvard University (Raj Chetty)
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Fathers – Research shows the impact that fathers have on their children:
Most rigorous study – Bengtson, Families and Faith (2013)
Parents are the single biggest factor in whether children keep the family faith
Father-child bond is especially pivotal. 
A warm, close, affirming father strongly predicts a child retaining the faith; a distant cold or harshly authoritarian father – undermines transmission of faith – even in devout homes.
Growing up with a Single Parent (1994). Sara McLanahan
2x as likely for a child to drop out of high school, higher risk of teen pregnancy, and being out of work, wo a fatherly influence. 
Opportunity Insights – Raj Chetty. Harvard
Found that the presence of fathers in a neighborhood is one of the strongest predictors of upward economic mobility, especially for black boys. The study found that it was not just the household that matters but the community 

Difference between influential and determinative.
Biblically – Godly parents are not determinative on their children:
Hezekiah (Godly – 2 Kings) fathered Manasseh (wicked – 2 Kings 21). 
Josiah (Godly – 2 Kings 22) sons turned away from God (2 Kings 23). 
Each of us has been given free will – morally accountable for our choices.
How is a dad – present, personal, trustworthy, empowering?
Prayers.
What if you are a single parent, the father is absent?
How do you explain Samuel – grew up in temple with Eli (later confronted bc of two evil sons), away from mom and pop. 1 Samuel 
How do you explain Timothy – his faith came through his mother, Eunice, and grandmother, Lois. 2 Tim 1:5
Ask for help from other father-figures. 
Vic – what do you think about having a men/boy day, Saturday, regularly? 
Change of format on that day? 
Here is what I have said – the greatest impact a dad can have on his children is to allow Jesus to impact him.
Here’s my life.








Before | could choose God, my
parents put me in the church
nursery. That continued through
high school whether | liked it or
not. My mom taught Sunday
School. | never missed a
Sunday. | first learned how to
pray on the baseball field.

It was not until football camp as a
rising senior that | came to know
Jesus personally. My Sunday
School teacher “tricked” me into
going to an FCA camp.
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Pray:
Watching the rain come down. “Why didn’t God answer my prayers? Bc of the farmers.”
Hoping a baseball would not be hit my way. 
What if my mom had said, “I know Sunday School can be boring. Why don’t you just stay home today?” What if she had allowed me to close that window?
What if I had only known Mr Metts as my high school principal?
What if I dropped out of Sunday night youth group? What if my dad had said, “Billie, the kid is out every night at practice. He needs a night to himself.” What if they had allowed that window to be closed to me, spiritually, thinking it what was for my best – but really the opposite was the case. 


This is my graduation from
Southern Seminary in 1991. | was
called to be the pastor of
Bethany Lane Baptist Church
within a few months after my
graduation. My calling was to
“spiritually dead” churches.

As ayoung man, | setupmy  [*%3
own CPA firm with another
man. It was during this time
that | took Masterlife and
discovered that | had the
spiritual gift of teaching.
God called me to ministry
about 3 years later.
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What if I had never given time on my spiritual health? What if I had said, I am too busy. There is no way I can give God that window of my time?
What if I had never opened that window to the Holy Spirit?
I did. God called me to be your pastor. 
When I was called, the church was averaging 25 people in worship. I was told that it was “spiritually dead.” I said, “Super – God has called me to dead churches. That was the way my home church was when I took Masterlife.”


My family “kept showing up” when
| became your pastor in 1991. This
Is my family portrait for the church
directory (1993) after arriving to
Bethany Lane in 1991. My sons
didn’t want to come to church
either. They volunteered in the
children’s ministry as youth so
they could get out of worship.
Perhaps that was God “measuring
back” my inability to stay still in
sermons as a youth. My sons, like
me, found Jesus at camp, notin
the church pew. | had to make my
oldest son go to youth camp. Had |
not, who knows where he would
be with Jesus right now!



This is mg/ dad holding my son, Jon, at
6 months. He died 6 months later at

~ age 52. My dad was my first portrait of
Jesus. He reflected Jesus to me before
| knew how to read. He was never
flnanC|ally successful. But that didn’t
matté\r to me. My dad loved Jesus.
Lovmgjesus changed his life. If | had
to &ies ribe my dad in one word it

S

“would be: grace. I first discovered the
meaning of grace through my dad'’s
Interaction with me. He prepared me
for what | would one day discover in
Jesus.
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What if, my mom never got me to the nursery?
What if my mom and dad stopped going to church – for whatever the reason?
What if when Debbie and I got married, we got out of the habit we had both been taught since childhood – church was the place you discovered God.
What if….
Dads, its never too late to become your son or daughter’s portrait of Jesus!


Calls to Action.

A. Men —-is there any way you can give an hour or so of
your time to Manquest on Saturday mornings? Vic —is
there anyway we can add a “father/son,” “Men/boys,”
option to Manquest? Something that includes
movement for the youngers, and respects their limited
attentiveness? How can you be your child’s portrait of

Jesus?

B. You cannot give what you do not have. Is your
“window?” cracked, partially open, or fully open to
Jesus? Don’t let what you have always done or what
you were taught, limit who God is in your life.

C. Church. We must discover how to love our children by
volunteering in any and every way we can. The church
Is a window to God that requires all hands-on-deck to
raise the windows to fully open. How can you serve?

_.'._



atter. How does someone ever open a
y have never believed in a creator God?
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Blueprint for life. 
The DNA double helix—the language of life itself—depicting the remarkable complexity, order, and design found within every living cell. At conception, when the sperm and egg unite, the resulting zygote contains a complete set of human DNA (46 chromosomes). In that sense, the cell already contains the genetic blueprint for:
Eye color 
Hair color 
Sex (male or female, in most cases) 
Height potential 
Facial features 
Bone structure 
Many aspects of temperament and personality tendencies 
Susceptibility to certain diseases 
Impact of environment. 
The DNA in that first cell is essentially the same DNA that will be present in most of the person's cells throughout life. However, what impacts who that person will be are a number of other factors – like nutrition; health of the mother; injuries, disease, and environmental factors. 
Sadler, T.W. Langman's Medical Embryology, 15th ed. Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer, 2024.
DNA isn’t just chemistry – it’s a language. A four-letter code that spells out the building instructions for this human being, three billion characters long; our bodies - read it, copy it, and correct it for typos. It is information. If I hold up my bible and ask you how you know it has an author – there is a message here. It is consistent from Genesis to Revelation. Tells the story of God. It is a message. DNA is the same thing. Except it gives the cells the message of how to create this person. DNA is the only code ever discovered that we’re asked to believe that it created itself. Why? Because those who wrote the test, will not allow a supreme being to be one of the multiple-choice options to explain life.
Environmental factors in spirituality:
I look at this, and I see the divine, supreme creator – argument from design that God is, that He “wove us in the womb
Ps. 139:14-16  I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, …; 16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them. (NAU)
Job 10:11  You clothed me with skin and flesh, And knit me together with bones and sinews. NAU)
Isa. 64:8  But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand. (NAU)
Jesus is not fitting their expectations.
Judas betrays him.
Peter denies him.
Disciples – Philip – “Just show me the father and that is enough for me.  
Jesus is saying, “What do you want, Philip – He has already done that. He is Me.” 
Philip had a brain block. Do you?


	Slide Number 1
	Jesus is the “window” through which we know God. How open that “window” is will impact whether or not we fully know God. 
	Jesus shows us the Father simply by the way the Father interacts with the Son. Each interaction acts as a window to the nature of God. 
	The greatest impact a dad can have on his children is to allow Jesus to impact him. 
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Calls to Action.
	Slide Number 10

