Four Portraits, One

That you may
have

Replicating the Glory of God through
the Love Command
John 13:1-4;15-18; 31-38


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Four portraits, One Savior – Year Long Emphasis
Discover anew the person of Jesus Christ.

Replicating (or Returning) the Glory of God through the Love Command
(You are the only Bible that Some People will Ever Read)
Read 13:1-4

 Context:
Last Supper. Thursday night.
Jesus washes the disciples feet – “If I, your Lord, wash your feet, so you should also do to one another.” 
Give you an example. 
V17. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

Points to consider:
We are a mirror of the love of God in Jesus to the world.
That reflection first must demonstrate the reality of who Jesus is and what His love for God moved him to do in obedience. His love and the actions that proceeded from his love is what has given me life in his name, forgiveness in his name;
Second that reflection is to be demonstrated by my actions to others, particularly, within the BOC.



1. One last opportunity for Judas to turn.

John 13:21-30.

A. Judas already plans to betray Christ. V2.
B. Jesus has washed his feet.

C. Jesus has taken supper with him.

D. Jesus has defined true greatness.
=

A morsel of bread is given (last moment of kindness
for Judas to turn back?)

M
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Presentation Notes
Read 13:21-30
Jesus knows how it will go; but still the process must take place in Judas’ life.
Judas at table.
Washed his feet.
Taken supper
Taught about true greatness – 
Peter’s question to John: who is it? 
V 26. It is the one to whom I give the morsel of bread. 
Moment of moral agency (capacity to choose) accountability (responsible for his choice b4 God) has arrived.
Freedom and responsibility to make a morally accountable choice.
Will he hand Jesus over to those who have already indicated they would kill him if given the choice.
John 5:18, 7:1, 7:25, 11:53, 11:57 (chief priest and pharisees given orders that if anyone knew where Jesus was, they should report it to them. 
God already knows what Judas will choose by his free will.


e Ezek. 33:11 "Say to
them, As |l live!’
declares the Lord GOD,
' take no pleasure in
the death of the

wicked, but rather that
the wicked turn from
his way and live. Turn
back, turn back from
your evil ways! ...



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Gymnast on the horizontal bar. 
Will he change his direction; his thinking about who Jesus is?
Judas:
Only one whom the Lord personally hands a morsel dipped in wine.
Ps 41:9, “He who eats my bread has lifted up his heel against me.
Shares bread: intimate, close
Heel – turn against by someone near and dear to you.
Posture of betrayal. 
He has received the love of Jesus and chooses to reject that love.
Not ignorance.
Not lack of opportunity.
Deliberate act. Hardened heart by Judas.
Unbelief in Jesus; Self- belief by Judas. 
Like Pharoah – one last plague ushered in by the hand of Moses. 
Ezek 33:11
10th was coming. Only God would do that one. 
Where are you on the high bar? 
If the high bar could represent your life God’s will to one side, and your will to the other, which side would you turn?
Home? Save a marriage, 
Finances?
Behaviors or beliefs?



2. In the context of betrayal, John points to the
depths God will reach to explain what Father and
Son will do, together, to rescue humanity from sin.

* Jn. 13:31 Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said,
"Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in
Him; 32 if God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him
in Himself and will glorify Him immediately.

1. Judas - exits to betray Jesus - Thursday.
2. Jesus -on the cross the next afternoon - Friday.
3. Jesus-3"dayrisen from the dead - Sunday.

A. The Son is glorified by the Father.
B. The Father is glorified by the Son.

C. Now. Immediately. Timing. E““‘i
_.'._
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Presentation Notes
Story continues: Read v31-32
V27. What you do, do quickly. 
And satan entered him. 
Door of sin is open.
V31. John digresses – 4 CHAPTERS OF TEACHING.
Glory is reciprocal – two-way street. V31. 
One responding to the other and vice versa. 
Back and forth response
Glory – to exalt, to be in awe of, to revere, to follow, because of what that one has done.
How is the Son glorified by the Father? What is the Father’s response to the Son’s incarnation?
By raising Him from the dead. 
Rom 1:4 “who was declared the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead, ….”
By giving His wounds the power to heal, and to forgive.
Isa. 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. (Isa. 53:5-6 NAU)
By giving His followers permission and command to access His power thru prayer.
Matt 7:7, Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and the door shall be opened to you. 
By naming Him as the door through which eternal life is given to the soul.
17:2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. (NAU)
J 14:6 I am the way, the truth, the life and no one comes to the Father but through m4e. 
Phil. 2:9-11  For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NAU)
By making Him the instrument though whom His followers are imparted the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38, Repent and believe in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.  
John 16:7 But I tell you the truth – it is to your advantage that I go away for if I do not go away the Helper will not come to you;  but if I go, I will send him to you. 
By bringing the church into existence by His death. The first born of many brethren. 
Rom. 8:29  For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; (NAU)
How is the Father glorified by the Son? How does the Son Respond to the Father?
By accomplishing the plan of God offered to him to redeem Adam’s sin.
Jn. 17:4 "I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.
By his perfect obedience unto death on a cross to accomplish his mission. J 12:26
Phil. 2:5-8  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (NAU)
By being in perfect alignment with the Father – only doing what the father is doing.
John 5:30 I do nothing on my own initiative. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, bc I do not seek my own will but the will of the father who sent me.
The timing of it all.
Judas, one of the 12, exits to betray him.
Peter, the Rock upon which the church will be built – will deny him 3x before the night is over.
Only John will find his way to the foot of the cross.
And Jesus will declare from the cross – My God, my God, why …
Things ever go wrong when you try to follow God?
God enters our pain. He does not clean us all up before he enters our stuff. He just never leaves us like we are. 
Is the HS moving in your life this morning? 
How will we respond to the dual, mutual, reciprocal love of God?







3. How does a Christ-follower return the glory of God
that has saved us? What will be our response to
what God has done for us?

* Jn. 13:34-35 "A new commandment | give to you, that
you love one another, even as | have loved you, that you
also love one another. 3 "By this all men will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

A. Not a suggestion.
B. New command.
C. Identifier.
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Not a suggestion.
Not natural. Natural to love my friends and family. 
It is a new command.
Directed to believers towards other believers – 
v35 – so all men will know that you are my disciples. 
Jn. 15:12  "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.
Deut 6:5, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and with all your might; Lev 19:18 …you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
The standard is very different: 
Even as I have loved you. 
What is “as I have loved you” love? V34.
More than a feeling – feeling that moves one to act, whether they feel like it or not. 
John 21. Peter do you love me? Yes lord …. Feed my sheep
John 3:16, For God so loved the world that he gave …
More than service  (foot washing). 
Service w a purpose rooted in my love for Christ. J 12;26. 
Jn. 12:27-2 "Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour '? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 28 "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." 8 NAU)
2 Cor 5:20, “Therefore as ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us, we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”
1 Pet. 4:11  Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (NAU)
Lifeline teacher.
Greeter.
Picnic.
Preaching. 
Showing up. 
Participating.
Rolling my sleeves up to work rather than taking a lounge chair and watching others. 
Accepting your role as intercessor for others. 
Serving with my best. 
My Utmost for His Highest. John 15:13, Greater loves has no one than this that he lay down his life for his friends. 
Total devotion to God first.
Complete obedience
Holding nothing back. 
Others are first. 
Sitting w someone thru their valley
Listening instead of telling.
Unconditional.
Giving Judas a morsel of bread, knowing that he was going to betray Christ to the authorities.
Judging up instead of judging down.
Giving someone the benefit of the doubt
Love as an identifier.  
Identifier. We and how we love one another are the sign that points someone to Jesus.
 “v35 – by this all men will know that you are my disciples.”
George – “You are the only bible that your friend may ever read.”
Baptism – identifies as a follower of Jesus Christ.
Acts 2:38 – Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit..
The way we love:
When a sister is grieving.
When a brother has been furloughed
When a brother or sister is discouraged. 




Call to Action

A. Return His glory this week by choosing one person to
love as Christ has loved you - intentionally,
sacrificially, and visibly.

B. Next Sundayis Plus 1 Sunday - return His glory by
Inviting someone to church and the picnic. Meet them
and help them find their way.
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