
Taking Hold of God’s Rescue Plan 
Ephesians 2:1-7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Pastoral prayer for the people of the church. 
Context: Ephesus, host city for the Cult of Artemis, People came out of the cult???
Acts 18/19
Ephesians – more about family than any book in the Bible
Help them to see what they realty have in Jesus Christ. 
Before and After Event. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moden day city of Selcuk, Turkey




Revival in the Family 

A. Revival – to bring to life, spiritually. To 
reinvigorate from a state of spiritual 
slumber or apathy, self-will or self-
absorption.

B. In the family – to embrace revival in my 
particular “season of life,” i.e., single, 
married, widowed, divorced. 



1. Paul lays out the divine perspective on the 
plight of humanity (and the family) without 
Christ.

A. Humanity is:
1. Spiritually dead. V1.
2. Following the “course of the world.” V2
3. Following the “prince of the power of the air.”  v2
4. …  [you were] “sons of disobedience.”

B. You were … “children of wrath.” v2:4
Question: What is God willing to do to rescue humanity (the family) 
from the prince of the power of the air? V2:4
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You were spiritually dead (no longer). Eph. 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins (ESV) (Isa 53:6, All we like sheep have gone
Born again: 2nd time. 
John 3:3, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the KOG.”
How can a man be born a second time – Nicodemus.
John 3:5, “… unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Following the course of this world.
Following the Prince of Air:
You were “sons of disobedience:
Spiritually dead due to sin,
Conformed to the sinful patterns of the world,
Led by the "prince of the power of the air"
Opposed to God in lifestyle and spirit.







• Scripture’s teaching about the “prince of the 
power of the air”:

A. His power is not ultimate. 
• “Prince” not King. V2:2

B. His dominion is:
1.  Spiritual; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 6:12
2. Limited in scope. “air” ; v6:12; 
3. Limited in influence:  “sons of disobedience.”
4. His weapons are deception; tempting our minds and bodies.

C. What is God willing to do to rescue humanity from satan’s 
domain?
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Satan’s power is not ultimate, i.e., over God. 
Prince not king.
God is almighty King of Kings. 1 Tim 6:15, Sovereign, King of Kings and Lord of lords. 
Only place “king”: Rev 9:11, “They have as king over them (the demonic world) the angel of the bottomless pit… Abaddon.”
Jesus - John 1:3 – All things were made thru him and wo him was not anything made that was made. 
Dominion is:
Spiritual only. Limited to the “air”;
 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Eph. 6:12 ESV)
Weapons are spiritual.
Lk. 22:31-32  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." (ESV)
Only over the sons of disobedience. 
Eph. 2:2  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-- (ESV)
 What is God willing to do to rescue us?
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col. 1:13-14 ESV)



• Act 26:18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn 
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a 
place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.  



2. Do you think the phrase “children of wrath” 
refers to “bad people,” out there, or to 
everyone?

A. We are by nature “children of wrath.” V 2:3, Rom 3:23
B. “Wrath” – God’s anger. Eph 5:6

1. “Stored up,” future judgment. Rom 2:5, Eph 5:6, Col 
3:5-6

2. Sons of disobedience. Eph 5:6, John 3:36
Question: What is God willing to do to rescue 
humanity (the family) from His righteous wrath? To 
give us a new nature?
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Everyone.
Eph. 2:3  among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (ESV)
Rom. 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (ESV)
Children of wrath:
Wrath of God is stored up. Future judgment.
Rom 2:5 “But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.”
Wrath of God is limited to “sons of disobedience”:
Eph 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.  
John 3:36“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”
What is God willing to do to rescue the sons of disobedience?








3. In Christ, the mercy of God is revealed. 
God’s love caused him to do something to  
avert His righteous  judgment towards us. 

A. Being rich in mercy. V 4
• Motivated by His love. V4.
• God “saw our tears” and brokenness.  

B. God made us alive. V5
• Christ took our place as a sinner
• Our faith sanctified us. Acts 26:18
• He indwelt us by the HS, giving us 2nd  birth 

C. Revival is now my right as a Christian!



Call to Action

A. Have you been hesitant to claim your right 
as a believer to newness of life, revival? 
Will you make today your day to take God 
at His word?

B. Have you been hesitate to embrace 
revival in your family? As a parent, a 
youth, a single, why not vocalize to 
someone your intent to be revived by the 
HS in your daily life?
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