
Seeing Life through the Mind of Christ

Stewards of the Mysteries of God
1 Corinthians 3:18-4:5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New series – Seeing Life through the Mind of ChristIn this letter to the church, the apostle Paul gives elementary teaching to new believers in Jesus Christ, and the questions that arise with their new life in Jesus.How does the infant church, composed of ethnic pluralities, different religious histories and beliefs, unite itself under one God, one belief, and the paradox that a crucified Savior is His Son? How do so many differences unite in one mission? One spiritual family? And people who place others and their needs to be a priority over their own?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Famous bc of Corinth Canal. 



1. Do you see relationships in the text that 
are contrary to our human “norms.”

A. V 3:21 – between spiritual leaders and those 
they “feed”? Mutual belonging? Each has a 
“stake,” an investment, in the other.

B. V 4:1 – what about the spiritually gifted leaders, 
how should they view themselves and how 
should believers view them? 1 Cor 3:5-7; Deut 
10:12, Col 3:24-25

C. Your view of yourself in relationship to Jesus 
Christ? 3:22, 4:1, Rom 8:9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
V21. Between leaders and those they “fed”? Leaders belong to the people. V21, “So let no man boast in men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future – all are yours, and you are Christ’s and Christ is God’s. Role of spiritual leader – to feed the people. V3:2, “I fed you with milk, not solid food, …”Role creates belonging.V21. All are yours [church people] - the leaders belong to you. No boasting bc I was led to Christ via Paul, Cephas, or Apollos. Refuse to give preference to a human being. V21. “So let know one boast in men.”Don’t boast in men – support them, care for them, love them – for they are yours. Gifted spiritual leaders. But gifts are not theirs – they are God’s.Servants of Christ, on earth, ministering to the people as Christ did.  1 Cor. 3:5-7  What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. (ESV)Col. 3:23   Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.C. You in relationship to Christ.Christ died for me. He has a vested interest in me. By faith, I have surrendered my life to him. He has a plan for my life. 3:22, I belong to Christ. Rom. 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. (ESV)



1 Cor. 3:21-23 So let no one boast in men 
[this will divide you bc you will line up with 
your human leaders]. For all things are yours, 
22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the 
world or life or death or the present or the 
future-- all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, 
and Christ is God's. (ESV)
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Presentation Notes
Why are all things yours?Each is a gift to you, a stewardship, given to you by God.Your human leaders – they belong to you.The world – it is your mission field. The place where Christ commanded us in Matt 28:19 –  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matt. 28:19-20 ESV)Life – Life is a precious gift. For as long as we live, we are to use it to the glory of God, following God’s plan and will for my life.Death – death is mine bc it is only a doorway to the future I have in Jesus, eternal life.Present or future – they are all a stewardship given to me by God. 



2. Do we have any responsibility in Christ to pass 
along to others a spiritual truth we receive? 

A. As a steward:
1. Not the owner but the manager, the 

“distributor” of the owner’s “stuff”
2. Entrusted to “invest,” to build, to give away. 

• Parable of the three servants. Matt 25:15f
3. Accountable to be faithful, rather than  

successful. God cause growth. 
• 4:2
• 3:5-8



2. (Cont) Do we have any responsibility in Christ 
to pass along to others a spiritual truth we 
receive? 

•  What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 
through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned 
to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are 
one, and each will receive his wages according to 
his labor. (1 Cor. 3:5-8 ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As the Lord “assigned” to each.Chosen by God.My gifts, experiences, is a match.To be “assigned” is to be entrusted,Specific to the servant of the Lord; custom designed based on my interests, in common with the one who is assigned to me. We must pass on what we have received. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Derrick Henry: Raven’s.What is Derrick entrusted with?Football. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Derrick Henry: Raven’sWhat is Derrick entrusted with?Football. Is he being faithful in his entrustment?He is – running with all his strength. Suppose once Lamar handed off the ball:Derrick chose to not run. Derrick ran but he got tacked behind the line?Faithful?



3. The mysteries of God are without end.  
They are like buried treasures we must find 
to possess.

A. The cross of Jesus is a declaration of the love of 
God. It reveals the extent to which Jesus will go 
to find me, to save me, to invest in me.1 Cor 1:18

B. The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 
enables me to accomplish what I cannot 
accomplish on my own. 1 Cor 12; 1 Peter 4:10. 

C. My worth to God, and to his people, is dependent 
upon partaking of the spiritual food He offers me. 
1 Cor 3:1, 1 Peter 2:2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Cor. 1:18 NAU)1Pe 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  The mystery of our need for spiritual food.1Pe 2:2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation  Heb 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food,  Best food to give my kids is an appreciation for the food that only God provides. Manna God provides thru a parent to their children. 
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Deu 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.  2 Tim. 3:16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, (ESV) 1 Cor. 1:18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (ESV)
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John 6:48 – Jesus says, “I am the bread of life”.Jn. 6:48-51  I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." (ESV)How? Dead 2000 years. 



Next steps:

1. How are you doing in seeking the “treasures“ 
of God? Do you have any personal questions 
of a spiritual nature? Why not write them 
down and begin your own search, in 
scripture, for the answers?

2. Is there one thing that you have received in 
this worship service that you can pass on to 
someone else? Will you ask God to “assign” 
you an opportunity to do so?
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