
Seeing Life through the Mind of Christ

Got Wisdom?
1 Corinthians 1:4-6; 21-31

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New series – Seeing Life through the Mind of Christ
Embrace – challenges and contradictions.
Acquisition of knowledge. 
Two kinds of wisdom:
Wisdom of the world. 
Wisdom of God.
Which one is guiding you?



• Who was “Paul” and the church 
at Corinth?

• Paul:
• Fierce persecutor of the early church. Acts 9
• Miraculous conversion - “Damascus Rd” 
• After conversion; evangelist, church planter. 

Wrote 13/27 NT books. 
• Church at Corinth:

• Capital City of Greece. Roman Empire.
• Formed 50-58AD. Acts 18.

• Growth pains: divisions, good/bad theology
• Paul writes to establish Body of Christ. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Famous bc of Corinth Canal. 



The Corinth Canal, carrying 
ship traffic between the 
western Mediterranean 
Sea and the Aegean Sea. It is 
4.0 mi in length and only 70 ft 
wide at its base, making it 
impassable for most modern 
ships. It has little economic 
importance in the modern-
day.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Corinth Canal, carrying ship traffic between the western Mediterranean Sea and the Aegean Sea, is about 4 km (2.5 mi) east of the city, cutting through the Isthmus of Corinth that connects the Peloponnesian peninsula to the Greek mainland, thus effectively making the former an island. The builders dug the canal through the Isthmus at sea level; no locks are employed. It is 6.4 km (4.0 mi) in length and only 21.3 metres (70 ft) wide at its base, making it impassable for most modern ships. It now has little economic importance.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduction in bible app of the book:
Sexual immorality
Religious and cultural diversity
Corruption.
1 Corinthians 1:4-6; 21-31





1. The richness of the knowledge of 
Christ is the source of truth. Through 
its application, I come to know the 
wisdom of God. 

Definitions:
A. “Learning” – the acquisition of knowledge in  a 

particular area or field.
B. “Wisdom” – the application of knowledge so 

that wise decisions and judgments are made. 
• Paul’s Damascus Road experience. 
• Confirmation of the churc. V 6.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Education is the acquisition of knowledge or training in a particular field or subject. Wisdom is the application of that knowledge.  
When I was younger, I was unfortunately not as interested in the things that I should have been interested in -- math, science, English, history, and the like; rather it was athletics. As I grew older, I learned some things.  I discovered that I should have been interested in those areas -- they were the foundations for most every new area in my life – when I graduated from college, I discovered that I needed to know how to write. I purchased books on writing, using proper grammar so I could write properly. I “got wisdom” so to speak.  Part of me gaining wisdom? I made a mistake in high school – if I could have done it over ---. Then, I went to the work at the Internal Revenue Service. I was educated in a totally new area – income taxes. I had to learn tax laws. I discovered that nearly everyone had had to file a form 1040, a personal income tax return. In my role as a Revenue Agent, I was to make sure the government’s interpretation of that law was followed. After three years, I left the IRS to work for a large CPA firm in their tax department. I discovered that tax laws are subject to differing interpretations. There was an invisible line in the interpretation of income tax laws – the interpretation of income taxes from the standpoint of the IRS or the client. I “got wisdom.”  Other areas followed, like when Debbie and I were first married, we became interested in African violets and how to grow them. We discovered that neither one of us were particularly gifted at growing plants, in fact, most of them just didn’t make it. So after the demise of several plants, we “got wisdom.” She still loves flowers. But if you come to visit us, you will see all these flowers – secrete – they are all “dried flowers.” We got wisdom. My next-door neighbor when we lived in our first apartment complex taught me how to play chess. He always won. Now I play it with my grandsons when we go to the beach in the summer. And beating Poppy becomes a challenge for all of them.. Having been checkmated myself so many times, I eventually taught myself how to better protect my king – by castling on the short side. My son and my grandsons haven’t discovered that yet. I got wisdom. They will soon as well – they have to discover how to protect that king. One year on vacation at my brothers home in Summerville SC, the diabetic pain in my legs got so bad, that I decided to do what my sister-in-law did – she ran daily. I started running. Amazing thing. I discovered that my leg pain nearly disappeared. Interesting bc while in college on a small athletic schorship, I vowed that after I graduated, I would never, ever, jog again. I was done with it. But now, the thing that I vowed I would never do, now I do two to three times. A week. I got wisdom. Over the years, I discovered something. I’ve discovered that there are certain conditions when I should not run. I don’t do well when it is cold. I can handle the heat, but not the cold. I love to run in the rain. I discovered that downhills are far more likely to cause an injury than uphills; but you get shin splints from overuse. I discovered I coulnt run every day, or I would develop them. You see - I got wisdom.

Do you see my point?
Wisdom is discovered. Education, learning, is the acquisition of knowledge in a particular area of field. Wisdom only occurs as I put what I have learned into practice. I discover truth when I do.
Wisdom is an “after-possession.” It is the application of knowledge.  
Wisdom is personal. 
V6 – “even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you.




Every “thought” is 
like a tree that 
grows in our brains, 
eventually 
becoming a 
“forest.” Our 
sources of 
knowledge “feed” 
our trees. 



2. Paul had discovered a simple truth – 
there are two opposing trees of 
knowledge: the world’s and God’s. 

A. “Wisdom” of the world. Unbelieving society – 
peers, friends, people of influence in our lives, 
media – movies, social media; generally, what 
the majority tells us is so. 

B.  Wisdom of God.
• 1 Cor. 1:18 For the word of the cross is folly to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. (ESV)

• 1 Cor 1:28-29, 30.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1 Cor 1:18: (above)
Word of the cross. Acquisition of knowledge.
Word of the world. To those who are perishing – foolishness.  
Word to believers – the absolute power of God.
1 Cor. 1:28-29  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (ESV)
God chose the “nobody’s” of the world to reach the world: why – we cant do it; our inability directs the power to God; He is the only one that can do it. 
 1 Cor. 1:30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, (ESV)
Jesus is the wisdom from God.
Righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.
Apostle Paul – redemption.




If the size of the tree represents your 
dependence on a wisdom-source, which 

would be your God-source??



3. The wisdom of the world will often 
contradict the wisdom of God. Satan’s 
snare will be to convince you that fitting 
in is more important than being a light 
in a dark room.

• “Cultural Christianity” is a form of Christianity 
characterized by superficial adherence to God’s 
word rather than a committed personal 
relationship with Jesus that sees God’s Word is 
the very source of truth.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1 Cor. 1:25-28  For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, (ESV)




“If you, like me, are a Christian parent raising 
younger kids, it can be challenging to know 
how best to help them navigate schools and 
neighborhoods where a Christian 
understanding of sex as only belonging in 
male-female marriage is seen as wrong and 
harmful. It can also be hard to know how to 
help them relate to friends and teachers who 
identify as something other than their 
biological sex.” 
• Rachel Gilson Parenting Without Panic in an 

LGBTQ World. Disciplining our Kids with Jesus’s 
Love and Truth. (quote from Rebecca McLaughlin).
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1 Cor. 1:25-28  For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, (ESV)






4. Have you found your “boast” in Jesus 
Christ as the Lord of your life?

• 1 Cor. 1:30-31 And because of him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 
God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, "Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord." (ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Boasting in the Lord.
Doesn’t mean – pushing my faith on others.
Boast in the Orioles. Hope to boast in the Ravens. 
What they have done.
Boast in Jesus:
What he has done.
Power of prayer – by praying.
I am forgiven; 
1Co 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  
Tit 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  
I got wisdom – 
having been forgiven, I can give forgiveness to others who have wounded me.
Having experienced the grace of God:
Give testimony to the world about my Jesus.








• Summary points:

A. The richness of the knowledge of Christ is the 
source of truth. Through its application, I come to 
know the wisdom of God. 

B. Paul had discovered a simple truth – there are two 
opposing trees of knowledge: the world’s and 
God’s. 

C. The wisdom of the world will often contradict the 
wisdom of God. Cultural Christianity is when we 
choose to fit it rather than follow Jesus as lord.

D. Have you found your boast in Jesus Christ as the Lord 
of your life?



• Why should someone believe that the 
wisdom of God revealed in Jesus is wiser, 
better, and best as compared to all other 
human wisdom?

A. Because that has been the testimony of millions 
over the last 2000 years. It is our testimony.

B. “Foolishness” of the cross still saves people.
• 1 Cor. How do you explain the fruit of the cross unless 

it is because of who died upon it and what happens to 
a life that believes that truth?  1 Cor 1:21

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Same context.
Competing thoughts. Beliefs. Truths.
Right and wrong defined by humanity not God.
Wisdom of wise (God) vs wisdom of this age (society)
Same testifier today.
Believers for 2000 years. 
V2 – With all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ as Lord. 
You have been enriched in Him, in all speech and knowledge.
Able to see w spiritual eyes the things of God. 
The cross is still saving people. How do you explain the foolishness of the cross. 
1 Cor. 1:21  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. (ESV)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Gal 1: who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father
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