
“On Your Mark”
Joshua 3:1-5; 14-17; 4:1-3; 7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context:
40 years before – Num 13. 10/12 spies, afraid of giants. 
Returned, not to the same location, but to the Jordan River, the river that separated them on its eastern side from the land of promise on the other side of the Jordan River.
Two weeks ago – Good Samaritan.
Moses – 
Mt Nebo - age 120 watching the people enter the land; Mt Nebo. Deut 34
Joshua’s first gig.  Solo. 
3 days packing up
On your mark. RUNNER. SWIMMER. CHOIR. 
Jordan River?
starting line to a challenge. 
Obstacle to Gods best.
Temptation to overcome




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Same city as found in:
Num 22:1, Jericho by the Jordan.
Josh 6:20, Walls came tumbling down.  

Jericho is located in the Jordan Valley, with the Jordan River to the east and Jerusalem to the west. In 2017, it had a population of 20,907.[3  The city was annexed and ruled by Jordan from 1949 to 1967 and, with the rest of the West Bank, has been subject to Israeli occupation since 1967; administrative control was handed over to the Palestinian Authority in 1994. 

Jericho is an ancient town—the oldest continually-inhabited city in the world, in fact—and it sits in the Dead Sea valley. It has survived as an oasis in the desert of the Dead Sea valley because of the presence of an ancient spring. Copious springs in and around the city have attracted human habitation for thousands of years.[15] Jericho is described in the Bible as the "city of palm trees. Deut 34:3 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moses on Mt Nebo




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today.
Wealthy lived there. Plentiful fresh water from springs. 
Jordan River valley. 



1. Joshua led well. He directed them to a spiritual 
focus. Jesus leads! I follow Him (rather than 
the crowd around me).

A. Joshua 1:6-9  Humbled under the power of God:
• Joshua was to be “strong and courageous,” …, “meditating on the 

[word of God] day and night”… in order that he was able to do what 
the Word said to do. 

B. Joshua 3:3-4 “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant…, then you 
shall set out and follow  it. Yet, there shall be a distance between 
you and it, about 2000 cubits... Do not come near it… in order that 
you may know the way…”  (Deut 31:8)

C. Priests – stand still in the Jordan?? 3:8

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
He was instructed how to start. Focused on the only source where true strength comes from.
Humbled under the power of God, Joshua was to be “strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." (Jos. 1:6-9 ESV)
 and commanded the people, "As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before." (Jos. 3:3-4 ESV)
¾ mile, 2000 cubits
Not to follow the crowd. Follow God.
Deut 31:8 It is the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”
Ark of Covenant. Stand still? 
Priests not to cross. 
God is always present, even when I am a straggler.
No one left behind. 
Do not fear or be dismayed. Deut 31:8 

Do you need to be reminded of the importance of your own spiritual focus?
Ever felt like God did not know you existed? 
He was asleep in the stern of the boat?







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Energy conservation – each goose flies a little above the one in front, reducing wind resistance.
The lead goose has the most wind resistance. They take turns on who leads ensuring the success of their fly
Communication – no one gets left behind. 



2. Our commitment to spiritual preparations tells us 
who is really leading the way. Preparations fuel
expectations. 

A. “Consecrate” yourself. V3:5
1. “Wash” yourself, symbolizing purity.
2. Abstain - from sex, “unclean” foods.
3. Fasting – possibly.

B. Gather your expectations - God is going to do a miracle. 
3:5. 

C. Preparation and expectations are linked. John 15:4-5.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Consecrate yourself:
 Jos. 3:5 Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you." (ESV)
Jos. 1:11  "Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, 'Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.'" (ESV)
Getting ready 3 days. 

Day before. 
Consecrate. Separate yourself from things that are unclean. 
Washings for uncleanness at the mobile Tabernacle. 
Abstinence:
sexual relations
Foods of indulgence, wine. 
Fasting?
How do we consecrate ourselves?
Reminded that we are cleansed by the blood of Jesus. 
Confess our sins. Search them out. 
God is going to do wonders among you. 3:5. 
Preparations fuels expectations. 3:5. 
Connected w spiritual preparations.
Fruit of: 
Jn. 15:4-5  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (ESV)
Same words to Joshua in Josh 1. 





3. Our willingness to “dip our feet” in the “high-
waters,” first, reveals what we believe 
about God.  

• 3:10, Here is how you shall know that the living God is among 
you …. 13 when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the 
ark of the Lord… shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the 
waters shall be cut off….

• 3:15…and the feet of the priests… were dipped in the brink of 
the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout 
the time of harvest)…the waters… stood and rose up…”

• What if…?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 And Joshua said, "Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12 …. 13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap." (Jos. 3:10-13 ESV)
 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), (Jos. 3:15 ESV)
The test of faith is that we step before we see. 
What if?
Will our actions be fueled by faith or fear? Will we step, first?
Priests in front? Was the ground dry? Slippery?
Priests in back? 
Satan’s snares?



• The most important ingredient to claiming God’s 
best for our lives is not our talents, gifts, resources, 
or who we know, but our faith in God, i.e., what we 
believe about God and his best for our lives. His 
nature requires him to redeem our past mistakes 
and failures, thereby freeing us from our own 
condemnations. Jesus is the evidence of this truth. 
As we believe what God says, his promises become 
our reality. 3:10-13



4. What are your “memory stones”? How can you 
draw upon them?

A. The priests stood firmly on dry ground. 
• Is someone standing with you as you cross your 

Jordan. 3:17
B. 12 stones were taken from the riverbed as proof of 

what God had done. 4:2-3. 
• Will we give testimony to Gods hand in our lives?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Memory stones:
times in your past when God has proved himself faithful? Recall them, book them, they will help you to get thru the “mud of life” – to resist doubts, and the snares satan will set to keep you from claiming God’s best for you. 



What about for Bethany Church? Are we ready to 
“dip our feet” in the high-waters that 
surround us?

• We are strategically placed in Howard County to bring the love of 
God to those around us. It is no more an accident that we are 
here than it was for Israel to be at the River Jordan.

• Will you consecrate yourself to the cause of Jesus, united with 
others, in keeping Jesus in front; committed in obedience to how 
He calls us to witness and minister to others around us?



Next steps.

1. Contemplate what lies before you. How can you embrace it in 
the same way that Joshua and Israel embraced the Jordan?

2. Will you consecrate yourself to the cause of Jesus, united with 
others, in keeping Jesus in front; committed in obedience to 
how He calls us to witness and minister to others around us?
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