
“Seeing My Neighbor”
Luke 10:25-36

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context:
Jesus’s ministry in Galilee is coming to a close. Probably – 2/3 finished. 
9:51, “When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.”
9:52, Samaritan village rejects him: James and John – “do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven? 
9:17, 72 sent out; return rejoicing that the demons were subject to them. 
A lawyer appears with a question. The text does not give us the context. 
Torah was the law. Lawyers were people who knew it and interpreted it. 
Good Samaritan –helping institutions; laws. 
Story- behind the scene details that help us to understand the teaching of Jesus. 
Why this road – why an interaction between a Jew and a Samaritan? Who were the Samaritans? 
How can a story 2000 years old say something to me, my life decisions and choices? 
I have to be a neighbor to see a neighbor!
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Same city as found in:
Num 22:1, Jericho by the Jordan.
Josh 6:20, Walls came tumbling down.  

Jericho is located in the Jordan Valley, with the Jordan River to the east and Jerusalem to the west. In 2017, it had a population of 20,907.[3  The city was annexed and ruled by Jordan from 1949 to 1967 and, with the rest of the West Bank, has been subject to Israeli occupation since 1967; administrative control was handed over to the Palestinian Authority in 1994. 

Jericho is an ancient town—the oldest continually-inhabited city in the world, in fact—and it sits in the Dead Sea valley. It has survived as an oasis in the desert of the Dead Sea valley because of the presence of an ancient spring. Copious springs in and around the city have attracted human habitation for thousands of years.[15] Jericho is described in the Bible as the "city of palm trees. Deut 34:3 
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Today.
Wealthy lived there. Plentiful fresh water from springs. 
Jordan River valley. 
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18 miles. The majority of those 18 miles would be in desert-like conditions – going downhill.
Elevation drop: 3400 feet. 
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18 miles. The majority of those 18 miles would be in desert-like conditions – going downhill.
Road: Ascent of Adummin. Josh 15:7, 18:17
Harshness
Death
Robbers who could hide in the rough terrain. 
Narrow road which limited to protections. 
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St George's Monastery on the southern side of Wadi Qelt.
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Good Samaritan Inn – 
Why this city? Bc it was at the end of the Jericho Road. 




A. Is there a “perfect place” for someone to be  
“ambushed,” in your life circles, e.g., made fun 
of, gossiped about, or excluded?
• School starts soon! 

• Teacher? New student? 
• New co-worker?
• Generation Hope? 
• The person who doesn’t seem to fit in?

1. Jesus chose this place for the story so he 
clearly communicate his teaching: the road 
to Jericho was the “perfect place” for an 
ambush. 



A. Why did Jesus’s story use a “Samaritan”? 
• Bad history. 2 Kgs 17:23-25
• Worshipped at wrong place. John 4:23
• Hatred of each other.

B. Oswald Chambers’ statement.

2. Jesus challenged the prejudices in first 
century society that divided people 
groups. Who are our modern-day 
“Samaritans”? The love of God has no 
prejudices so neither should believers!
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Why a Samaritan?
Samaria – the capital of the N Kingdom. 10 tribes. 
Temple was at Mt Gerizim. Deu 11:29; John 4:23
722 – Assyrians. Destroyed. 
Resettled w foreigners who intermarried w Jews who were not taken away.
Brought their gods w them. 2 Kgs 17:23-25
1st century AD, Samaritans desecrated temple by bringing corpses into Temple. Expelled thereafter.
Samaritan’s referred to as “half-breeds” by Jews. Worse than Gentiles.
Why did Jesus use a Samaritan?
Oswald – “the marvel of Christ’s redemption is that the worst and vilest sinner cannot reach the bottom of the love of Jesus.”
But Jesus will send one of us to share the good news. 




A. V29. But desiring to justify himself he said, 
“And who is my neighbor?”
• Person who lives next door?
• Relative or close friend? 
• The “newcomer”?

B. V36. … which one of the 3 …
C. V37. You go and do likewise. 

• Jesus “flipped” the lawyer’s question 
so the lawyer was the answer to his 
own question. Do you think the same 
thing needs to happen to you and me 
today? 
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V36. Which one of the three proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?
The Samaritan:
The one who acted like a neighbor to the man who had been ambushed. 
V37. … And Jesus said, “You go, and do likewise.”
To who?
To the person who lives next door.
To my relatives or close friends. 
To my spouse, parent or BFF
To the 
School starts soon! Teacher? 
New student? New co-worker?
The person who doesn’t seem to fit in, in your life circles?





• Obstacles:
A. Priest & Levite.
B. Samaritan. V33. Saw him… 

• Do you have obstacles that keep you 
from seeing those around you?

3. The Samaritan was the only one of the 
three who “saw” the man in the ditch. 
Real obstacles allowed the religious 
ones to pretend not to see the one in 
the ditch. 
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Priest & the Levite. By chance. 
Priestly duties.
Serving a wealthy Judean living in Jericho.
Man could be dead.
Moved to other side.
Couldn’t do his duty in Jericho, ritual impurity.
Touched a dead body.
Love your neighbor as yourself.
What if the priest was in the ditch? 
Went to other side. Why?
Didn’t want to see him. 
Samaritan.
Hatred was an obstacle. 
Work in Jericho?
Safety? 
V33. When he saw him ….
Religious – wouldn’t let themselves see him.
Bound up wounds; poured oil and wine. 
Put him on his animal.
Brought him to an Inn. 
Paid the innkeeper for his care.
First thing to being a neighbor:
Let my eyes see others around me. 








4. The more we love God, the 
clearer will be our spiritual 
vision to see those around us 
that God wishes to lift up. 

• 1 Cor 6:19
•  Gal 3:24-29
• 1 John 4:20, 2:11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shemaa - Deut. 6:4-5 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. (ESV)
Lev. 19:18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.
Matt. 5:43-48  "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' 44 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (NAU)






1 Cor. 6:19 Or do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are 
not your own, for you have been bought 
with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
(ESV)
• “The one characteristic of the HS in us 

should be a strong family resemblance 
to Jesus Christ.” Oswald Chambers



26 For you are all sons of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free man, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And 
if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's descendants, heirs according 
to promise. (Gal. 3:24-29 NAU)
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1. The story points us to see the people around us and 
intentionally be a “neighbor” to a neighbor. 
2. Jesus challenges us to see our prejudices.  The love 
of God has none, so neither should followers of Christ.
3. The Samaritan was the most unlikely to see the man. 
Jesus calls us to take down the barriers that keep us 
from seeing others all around us.
4. The more we love God, the clearer will be our 
spiritual vision to see those around us that God wishes 
to lift up. 

Summary: 



1. Will you ask God to put at least one person in 
your path that He wants you to be a neighbor 
to? 

2. Will you ask God to reveal any personal 
prejudices that keep you from being a 
neighbor to certain people groups?

3. Will you allow the Holy Spirit to direct you 
more into a heart that loves God?

Next Steps: 



1 Jn. 4:20 If anyone 
says, "I love God," and 
hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for he who does not 
love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love 
God whom he has not 
seen. (ESV)



1 Jn. 2:11 But whoever 
hates his brother is in 
the darkness and walks 
in the darkness, and 
does not know where he 
is going, because the 
darkness has blinded 
his eyes. (ESV)



God

“Neighbor”Me



• Love of God in me through my:

A. Heart.
• Matt 6:18-21

B. Soul/spirit.
• John 4:23-24

C. Strength.
• Phil 2:12-13; 1:29-30

D. Mind.
• Ps 1:1-3
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Deut 6:5, Ot – “Shemaa,” (repeated 2x a day by a devout Jew) "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. (Deut. 6:4-5 ESV)
Lev 19:18, “… you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Applied to Jews relating to Jews. 
Neighbor was another Jew – not Gentile and certainly not Samaritan.
“Who is my neighbor” – “What must a person do to qualify for my helping hand?”
Heart. 
Matt. 6:18-21  that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (ESV)
Soul/spirit.
Jn. 4:23-24  But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." (ESV)
Strength.
Phil. 2:12-13  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. ESV)
Phil. 1:29-30  For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. (ESV)
Mind.
Ps. 1:1-3  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 
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