
“Did God Really Say…?”
Genesis 2:24-3:11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context:
Undatable past. 
Author of Genesis – Moses? Num 33:1-3
First 5 books of OT – Pentateuch
Did God Really say… 
He has a plan when I can’t see it?
Yay though I walk thru the valley of the shadow of death, he will be with me?
We were not to sin in our anger; or look on a woman to lust after her
I am to respect my husband or love my wife or honor my parents?




1. The Garden is a “microcosm” of life for all created 
persons. What happened in the Garden in the Fall 
of man plays out every day in the world we live in.  

A. We are responsible for our actions. 
• Created w mental capacity to obey.
• Created w a sense “oughtness”; there is a 

right and a wrong, Creator defines it. 
B. Created “in his image” as relational beings, by a 

relational Supreme Being.
• Family is a reflection of the heart of God

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Microcosm” is something small that represents or embodies something else much bigger and grander. 
Garden is representative of God’s intended plan for his creation. The Garden is representative of this life on earth, pre-return of Christ. 
Adam is representative of humanity, not just one man. 
Serpent is not a representation of something else. He is the deceiver who lies in the garden and always lies so as to destroy what God created. 
The forbidden fruit is representative of the choices we make contrary to how he reveals himself and his ways in scripture. 





Jn. 1:1-3  In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into 
being through Him, and apart from Him nothing 
came into being that has come into being. (NAU)

The Fall of man did not bring about “plan B.” It was 
not a “surprise” to God.  The Creator God had 
already pre-planned for it. His nature is love. Love 
requires relationship. The primary foundation of a 
love relationship is the free will to choose who I will 
love. The tree, in the center of the Garden, is 
humanity’s preview that we would chose wrongly.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the beginning – in the Garden
Logos - “idea, computation; reasoning; communication; preaching, speech; thought.” 
Garden is not a happenstance, it is a first-step to reveal the divine thought for all creation.
All things came into being through Him….
Garden and the tree in the center is His plan. 
Gen 3:11, God’s response to Adam’s hiding bc he was naked: “Who told you were naked. Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
Who told you? Adam didn’t know what “naked” meant.
Child uses a forbidden word and doesn’t know what it means.
What Adam did not know, God knew. 
Free will has been exercised. 
Is the punishment proportional.
The eating of the forbidden fruit is representative of our sinful nature. 
It is not about one apple but about humanity, all of whom takes a bite.
Not plan B, but planned from the beginning:






The love of God is revealed by the extent to which 
God would go to absorb the cost of humanity’s 
choosing wrongly. John 1:29, 1 Peter 1: 16-20
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The cost of the tree in the center of the Garden was the lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you (1 Pet. 1:16-20 NAU)

The Garden is a “microcosm” of life for all created persons. What happened in the Garden in the Fall of man plays out every day in the world we live in. 




The trap was set: Did God really say…
1. Command – already edited. V2:17 vs 3:1.
2. Serpent waiting for them.
3. The lie – God is withholding from you.

The trap is sprung. 
1. She “saw” the fruit. V6.
2. Looked good and looked like “cookies.”  
3. Make her like God. 
4. She believed what satan was selling. V6.
5. Gave Adam a taste. V6.

2. The serpent’s primary “trap” was to cast 
doubt on the nature of God. His lie? “God 
cannot be trusted” so why do what He says! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. 6 Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar. (Prov. 30:5-6 NAU)




A. Was it pride that actually captured the couple. 
Human reasoning or rationalizing away truth?
1. Pride of the human heart that believes we know 

better than God, so we do what makes sense 
to us. We turn to our own way.  

2. God loves us. He will forgive us. Its just an 
apple. 

3. Who will tell God anyway? How will He find 
out?

What is your “tree” with its forbidden “fruit”? Are 
you a path to avoid the tempter’s lure? Is there 
an area in your life where you are not trusting 
God as your Truth? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God is withholding from you or wants to take from you:
Loss of a loved one.
Lost the dream job.
Unhappy marriage.
Didn’t make the team.
Why cant I have sex before marriage? It makes sense.
Why cant I be like others – I don’t feel comfortable in my body. 
I don’t like the way I look. … 






• The Lord's bond-servant must not be 
quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 
patient when wronged, 25 with gentleness 
correcting those who are in opposition, if 
perhaps God may grant them repentance 
leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and 
they may come to their senses and escape 
from the snare of the devil, having been held 
captive by him to do his will. (2 Tim. 2:24-26 
NAU)

Can believers be “captured” by the serpent 
just as Adam and Eve were? 
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Having been captured by him to do his will:
Sharp tongue
Talking about someone behind their back
Over indulging the flesh:
Eating, 
Spending
Laziness
Eyes. 






A. He clothed them. V7 – fig leaves for robes. 
V21.  

B. He gave us the Holy Spirit to walk alongside. 
C. He gave us the teaching presence of the 

Church, and called and gifted believers to 
teach and preach the Word of God. 

D. He gave us fellow believers to hold us 
accountable and check up on us. 

3. How did God reveal His nature by His 
actions after the Fall? 
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Presentation Notes
Having been captured by him to do his will:
Sharp tongue
Talking about someone behind their back
Over indulging the flesh:
Eating, 
Spending
Laziness
Eyes. 






A. Is there an area in your life where you have 
begun to doubt the nature of God? That His 
word is true? Can you identify the serpent in 
your thinking? Why not use the words of Jesus 
in his encounter with the serpent:
• “Get behind me Satan. You are a hindrance to 

me…” Matt 16:23
• “Begone Satan…” Matt 4;10

B. Will you freely decide today to go the way of God 
rather than the way of man?

Next Steps.
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