
Learning to Faith Our Giants
1 Sam 17:1 – 11; 23-27; 31-49

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context:
Year 1000 BC.
Saul, King of Israel.
Philistines, a long extinct people; Babylonians. 
David: ruddy, eyes, young handsome. 
Psalms. Passion, courage, charisma, leader who loved the lord
1 Sam 13:14. After his own heart. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of five cities of Philistia.
Gaza, Askelon, Ashdod, Ekron, Gath.
Located in Moden day Palestine. 
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1 Sam. 16:12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him, for this is he." (ESV)
1 Sam. 17:42  And when the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. (ESV)



1. Goliath looked and acted
like a giant. Our most 
dangerous “giants” may be 
the ones that don’t look 
like “giants.”

A. Built like a giant - 9 feet 
tall. V 17:4. 

B. Dressed like a giant. V 
17:5-7

C. Lived with other giants –
Gath. V4. (1 Chron 20:5)

D. Sounded like a giant. 
E. Giant – definition? Against 

God or his people.
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 If it looks like a duck, swims like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it probably is a duck. 
Giants a definition: Anything that defies God’s will and purposes for my life:
Goliath a “giant”? He defied God. - 17:10, 25, 26; 
What if your giant is not one physically? Anything that defies God’s will and purposes for my life:
Lust
Anger
Self-condemnation
Shame
Temptation. Sin. Personal sin can be our “Goliath”? 
40+ years later, his giants were not quite so visible. 
2 Sam. 11:2-4  It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose frm his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 4 So David sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. (ESV)
Sexual temptation was the giant that claimed his family.
Sin is an act to defy God.
Right/wrong. 
Less visible if everyone is doing it?
Isa. 29:16  You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, "He did not make me"; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, "He has no understanding"? (ESV)
Most dangerous are not flesh and blood but anything that changes our minds and hearts against God. 
Ps 51. Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.





2. David saw this as a 
spiritual battle – not 
about physical strength, 
or swords and javelins. 

A. Goliath - I defy you and 
your God. Servants 
against a Master. 
• 2x a day. V16. 40 days. 

B. David - the lord will decide 
the victor. 
• In name of the Lord. V45
• There is a God in Israel. 

46.
• The battle is the Lords. 

47
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Goliath - I defy you. 
Philistine vs slave.
2x day. 40 days.
Hearts fainted. V 32. 
 1 Sam. 17:11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. (ESV)
Your God is nothing. I defy your God.. 
You are nothing. 
Giants attack our relationship with God.
If your giants weaken your God, the ground is fertiale for fear.  
David is the arm of the Lord.
In the name of the Lord. V45.
There is a God in Israel. V 46. 
The battle is the Lords. V 47. 
(ESV) Ps 18:1 I love you, O LORD, my strength.2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised,and I am saved from my enemies.




Fear grows where faith is not.  
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Mildew is a thin, black, or sometimes white growth produced by mold, which is a simple plant belonging to the group known as fungi. Molds are always present in the air, but those that cause mildew need moisture and certain temperatures to grow. They commonly develop in humid summer weather, especially in closed houses. Mildew and mold will develop within 24-48 hours of water exposure, and will continue to grow until steps are taken to eliminate the source of moisture and effectively deal with the mold problem.
Until you and I take steps to eliminate fear, to strategize against it, fear will grow in our lives. 
Why did Goliath come out daily?
See him and his size.
Hear his loud shout. 
Hear his taunt
See his armor. 
Fear only grows when the conditions are right. It is like mildew. 
You don’t enter the fray. You enter the fray believing there is no hope in winning so you don’t put your whole effort in it. 
 is you believe that what you are afraid of will win the battle. 
Fear feeds more fear. 
Fear impacts what we believe about God. 
His goodness, faithfulness.
Peter sunk when he saw the wind. 

Ps 46. God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 



3. How did David have the 
faith to fell his giant? 

A. David “sat” w God.
B. David had learned that 

God could be trusted. 
V34-36

C. David gave testimony. 
V37.

D. David prepared:
• Sling
• 5 smooth stones. BU?

E. He used scripture against 
his giant. V45, 47

F. He stepped out, believing 
in God. V48.
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He sat with God.
Ps. 1:1-3  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. (ESV)
Ps. 16:5-6  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (ESV)
Learned by practice. 1 Sam. 17:34-36  But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36 Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God." (ESV)
David did not see a giant but a person who opposed God and his ways.
He had already “put God to the test” and God had passed. 
Armor – I have not tested these. I have not fought battles with these. I have fought and won battles w God.
You must discover God in the small things before you will trust him for the big things.
Gave testimony to Saul. 1 Sam. 17:37  And David said, "The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." And Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you!" (ESV)
He prepared.
5 stones. Not armor. (Follow the crowd?)
Missed before? 
Longer battle?
Took resources w him. Did not go alone. 
David used scripture against his giant.
1 Sam. 17:45  Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. (ESV)
1 Sam. 17:47  and that all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hand." (ESV) Psa 124:8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.  
Psa 44:6 For not in my bow do I trust, nor can my sword save me.  
Psa 89:18 For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.  






Next Steps.

A. Do you have any “giants” in 
your life right now? Identify 
each one and map a 
strategy to defeat each one 
in the power of the Lord.

B. Are you allowing fear to 
make your giants bigger than 
they really are? Are you 
sitting with Jesus as much 
as your thoughts are feeding 
on your fear. Only you can 
change that. Commit to do 
that with the Lord today!

C. Read the Psalms in your 
time with Jesus, daily.
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