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Presentation Notes
Sermon series – My Journey to the Empty Tomb. From Conversion to Witness. 
End goal is not conversion but, having been converted, now I am a witness of Jesus. 

The “Why?“ Of Service
John 21:15 - 25




1. Being rightly motivated for Christ begins with 
God’s word planted in our minds. The seed of 
His word bears fruit as we believe. Once 
planted, the growth of the seed is personal.

A. Begins in our minds.
• The who, what, and why of Jesus
• Seeds of belief. John 3:16, Luke 8

B. Made personal: 
• Sea of Galilee? Matt 4:18
• Miracle - fish. Luke 5:8. Peter?
• Love me more than “these”? V15.
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Begins in our minds. 
Who, What, Why of Jesus.
Cross, empty tomb, bodily resurrection.
Love-filled believers. John 3:16, Luke 8:11f






•  Rom. 10:8-10 But what does it say? "The word is 
near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that 
is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, 
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the 
heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved. (ESV)



2. Jesus invites each of us to respond 
because we have experienced his love. 
People are Jesus’ “next step” for His 
followers. 

A. Threefold confession by Peter:
• Do you love me . . .? V15, 16, 17

• Yes, Lord. You know that I love you. (3x)
• Then - feed my lambs (2x); tend my sheep.

B. Cause and effect:  God loves me (cause); Jesus 
died for me (effect). Jn 3:16, 1 John 4:19
• Jesus died for me (cause); I will “feed” and “care” 

for others. (effect)
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21:15, 
Cause and effect. How one thing is the cause of something else.
Why is my grass is so tall?
April showers bring May flowers.
BC my lawnmower is broken. 
Why is your lawnmower broken? . 
Bc the deck belt is off.  
Why is Simon sitting with Jesus?
Simon loves Jesus.
Bc Simon has learned from his mistakes, he showed up. 
He got to eat w Jesus. 
He witnessed a miracle catch of fish. 
He experienced redemption
He was given a new mission. 
God loves me (the cause) - Jesus died on a cross (the effect, the result).
I love Jesus – so I will “feed his sheep; 
I am compassion towards the hurting, the broken, those less fortunate, bc I love Jesus and Jesus first loved me. 
1 John 4:19, We loved because he first loved us. 
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Legit.com - Shahar Isaac. The Chosen. 
Israeli-American, Jewish. Straight. 5’8”, 143lbs.; Single; Rutgers University – BS in Fine Arts.
Why does Jesus invite them to bring their fish when he already had fish on the fire? 
Peter as a disciple - Very relatable.
Bold and impetuous:
Command me to walk on the water to you.
Took his eyes off Jesus, sunk into the sea.
Denied Christ 3x
John 21 - Affirms him, likewise.
Jesus reclaims him. 

Why Peter? He is like the queen bee. She is dedicated to the survival of the hive.  
Sanford Holman

Leader among equals. 
He showed up. 
Knew how to wash feet
Realizes value of Community. 




3. Is Jesus calling you to try something 
“new” in your life? To persevere through 
an “empty net”? Or, to keep stepping in 
spite of the difficulty of circumstances?

• Jn. 21:5-6 Jesus said to them, "Children, 
do you have any fish?" They answered 
him, "No." 6 He said to them, "Cast the net 
on the right side of the boat, and you will 
find some." So they cast it, and now they 
were not able to haul it in, because of the 
quantity of fish. (ESV)



Next Steps 

A. 20 in 24. Take 20 minutes a day to read the 
Bible and pray in  2024. Get back on the track!

B. Will you pray for an opportunity to share your 
story of Jesus with one person this coming 
week?

C. Will you ask the Holy Spirit to reveal people 
around you who need to experience the love 
and goodness of God through your personal 
reach?
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