
The Divine Blueprint for 
Spiritual Growth (and Life)  Part 2
                 

John 15:7-11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Divine Blueprint for Spiritual Growth (and Life)
Context: Upper room.
John 13. Commandment to love.
John 14 – I am the way, the truth, and the life
John 14 – the promise of the Helper, the paracletos, the one who walks alongside.
John 15 – the Divine Blueprint
Individually
Body of Christ in community.
Expectations for Believers.
Sam & Aila Ang



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vine – Jesus. J 15;1, I am the vine. My father is the vinedresser.
Branches – J 15:5, I am the vine. You are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
Fruit – byproduct. Occurs automatically, provided the branch is connected (abiding) in the vine. 



A. In reference to “who?”
B. In reference to “when?” 

• Remain, continuous, day-by-day.
C. In reference to “how?”

• Purpose focused – Expectation of Christ 
of His followers – to bear fruit.

1. To “abide in me” is to remain “connected” 
to Jesus as my spiritual, life-giving, source. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who with? V2. Every branch in me.
Staying with, remaining with. – where you sleep, eat, rest. 
Faith in Jesus. Acts 2:38, Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the HS. 
Cannot abide in Christ unless a Believer in Christ. 
When with? Literally, time spent. “Remain”; Ongoing. 
“Abide” does not refer to the literal presence of the HS in me.
John 8:31-32, If you are truly my disciples, you will abide in my word and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free. 
Sunday morning. Person or online. 90 min
Daily 20 min. 7x20min. 140 min
Lifegroup. Weekly. 90 min. 
Wednesday activities. 90 min.
Throughout the day: 
Bring him with me. 
Preframe the day w Jesus in it. 
Holy Spirit permanently exerting his power in me.
 How with? Apart from him I can do nothing. 
So that I can… 8x in John 15. 
V5.  Apart from me you can do nothing. 
V8. So prove to be my disciples – bearing of fruit. 
Motivation for the who and when. 



• Jn. 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full. (ESV)

• Rom. 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of 
his kindness and forbearance and patience, 
not knowing that God's kindness is meant to 
lead you to repentance? (ESV)

• Isn't Jesus’ blueprint for spiritual growth 
“legalistic”? Is it “works based”? What if I 
“mess up” (v6)? 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jn. 14:16-17  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. (ESV)
Jn. 14:26  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. (ESV)



• Ps. 1:1-3 Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight 
is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of 
water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 
does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. (ESV)

• When I “abide in Christ,” regularly, it is like 
making deposits into my spiritual bank 
account, from which withdrawals are 
made for life circumstances.



“Bank” 

School Work

Family

FriendsService

Abiding 
“Deposits”



A. Jesus’ words transform my truth. John 8:31-32.
B. Prayers are reshaped - bc the HS shapes and forms 

them.
• In His name. J 14:13-14.
• My prayer is an “echo” of Jesus. I pray “in His 

name” bc my prayer represents Him. (Westcott)

2. What should we expect to happen in our 
lives when the words of Christ abide in 
us?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus’ words vs words of the world? Internal belief system is transformed.
Truth defined?
Peers? Friends? Parents?
Majority says?
Society defines as good, right and wrong, true? 
Jn. 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (ESV)
Words of Jesus: build up
Not Tear down.
World’s conspiracy is w words? 
My prayers are reshaped.
Jesus is formed in me.
Will of God is revealed to me.
I obey God. He reveals more of himself. J 14:21
“To pray as representing the nature of Jesus. My prayer is an echo of Jesus’ prayer. His teachings become my truth. My prayer ceases to be selfish and my asking is aligned w the will and purposes of God.

Is the text talking about Scripture memory?
Words of Christ define the will of God.
Notice the result of his words abiding in us; our prayers are answered. 




• Jn. 14:13-14 Whatever you ask in my name, this I 
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 
(ESV)

• Rom. 8:26 Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words. (ESV)

• Jesus has given us “permission” to use His 
name when we pray and to pray according to 
His will. 



• Jn. 15:8 By this my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
(ESV)

3. Answered prayers reveal the goodness 
of God. They move us to bear “much 
fruit” in his name, thereby proving the 
power of relationship in Christ. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vine – Jesus. J 15;1, I am the vine. My father is the vinedresser.
Branches – J 15:5, I am the vine. You are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
Fruit – byproduct. Occurs automatically, provided the branch is connected (abiding) in the vine. 





A. Memorize John 15:7-8.
• Personalize the words as you do.

B. This coming week, “calculate” the balance in 
your spiritual bank account by quantifying the 
minutes you abide in Christ. Will you set a 
goal of “saving” 400 minutes that are 
available for you to withdraw from?

• Next Steps. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Daily 20 minutes – 140
Church – 90 minutes
Lifegroup – 90 minutes.
Wednesday activities – 90 min.
410. 
Conversions about Jesus or church – 2x. 
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