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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Divine Blueprint for Spiritual Growth (and Life)
Context: Upper room.
John 13. Commandment to love.
John 14 – I am the way, the truth, and the life
John 14 – the promise of the Helper, the paracletos, the one who walks alongside.
John 15 – the Divine Blueprint
Individually
Body of Christ in community.
Expectations for Believers.
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A. True vine – Only one among other false 
vines. Jn. 15:1  

B. His promise is real life. John 1:4, Isaiah 55:1-
2

1. Jesus’s bold claim to be the “true vine” 
sets him apart from all other “vines.” 
Jesus is the opposite of what is 
fictitious, counterfeit, or pretended. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
True vine. Implication there are other false vine.s 
Greek definition. True – that which has not only the name and resemblance, but the real nature corresponding to the name, in every respect; opposite of what is fictitious, counterfeit, imaginary, or pretended. 
John 15:1 – I am the true vine. 
Other vines.
Career. 
Education.
Materialism.
Religion.
Not either/or. Both and. 
Work, school, life - platform for Jesus. 
My promise is life. 
John 1:4 – In him was life and the life was the light of men
Isa. 55:1-2  "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost. 2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance. (NAU)



Rev 22:17 “And let the one who is thirsty 
come; let the one who wishes take the 

water of life without cost.”



A. The “vine” – Jesus. J 15:1, 5; 
B. The “branches” – believers. J 15:2, 5
C. The “vinedresser” (gardener). God (HS) J 15:1
D. Believers “abide” in Christ. Intentionally 

“connected” w Christ. Branches must be 
connected to the source of life to become givers 
of life to others. We “bear fruit” bc we abide. 

2. John 15 is a “Divine Blueprint” for the 
importance of bearing fruit for each of us, 
individually, and for all of us, together. 
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Vine – 
life-giving source. 15:1, 5
Branches are you and me.
“in me” J 15:2
Vinedresser: God. Responsible for growth.
Peter w a catch or fish.
Matthew collecting taxes
Mary Magdalene on the streets.
Coach to a team who cares about player development. 
Spouse; parent; anyone God uses to get you turned around. 
 Abide- intentionally Connected w Christ – “Staying with, remain, tarry (where); seeking his face:
Branches must be connected to the life giving source in order to be a life giving source to others.
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Mower deck to J Deere Riding Lawnmower.
Pullies – 6
Deck fan belt. 
Wound around the pullies – 
Turns the blades beneath the deck. 
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Engine – provides the power.
The drive belts – connect to the pullies.
The pullies connect to the blades.
The blades cut the grass.

John 15:
Jesus is the life-giving power source.
Connection.
Abiding in him – is my connection to the power source. Wo abiding, there is no power, there is no abundant life. Abiding does the same thing that the fan belt does. The belt connects to the engine and the pullies which turn the blades. 
I am like the blade that cut the grass. As I abide in him, I am connected to him. As I am connected to him, I will bear fruit for him. 

God’s purpose is that we bear good fruit in a broken world. 
Only happens if I choose to abide in him. 




A. Abide – Intentional, seeking, presence with 
Jesus and his word. John 8:31-32
• Transforms my belief system as I personalize 

the Word of God to my life circumstances
• My life is modeled after Jesus. 1 John 2:4-6

B. Bear fruit in the same way that Jesus did. 2 Cor 
2:14-16

3. As we abide in Christ, we bear fruit for 
Christ – wherever we are or go. 
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Jn. 8:31-32 …, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (ESV
1 Jn. 2:4-6  Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. (ESV)
Bear fruit. 2 Cor. 2:14-16  But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? ESV)
Wherever we go. 




A. 15:2, the vinedresser’s goal: that every branch 
bear fruit.

B. 15:4, the means of achieving the goal: abiding 
in Christ. 

C. 15:5, a promise with a condition – if we abide, 
fruit will be born.

D. 15:5, We can do nothing of spiritual value apart 
from abiding in Christ.

• “Abiding in Christ” is the means whereby the 
divine purposes of Christ are achieved. Apart 
from abiding, we can do nothing of spiritual 
value. 



A. John 15:2, John 15:6
• Pruning is a “good” thing. Being thrown 

away as a branch does not mean I lose 
my salvation. Rather, Christ’s purposes 
are “in neutral” in my life. 

• How does the HS “prune” our lives 
spiritually? What does the absence of 
“fruit” in a believer’s life reveal to that 
believer?
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Something is impacting the leaves on the tree:
Sin 
Lies we believe. 
Habits of unbelief, condemnation, anger from unresolved conflict
Worries, riches, pleasures of the world. 



A. Memorize John 15:4-5.
• Personalize the words as you do.

B.  As the HS speaks to you in your daily time 
with Jesus, will you renew your commitment 
to Jesus? Will you give yourself evidence that 
you have done that by speaking to at least 
one person about spiritual matters?

• Next Steps. 
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