
Matt 19:16 - 22

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sermon series – My Journey to the Empty Tomb. From Conversion to Witness. Series about that process of transformation from conversion to becoming a living witness for Jesus:Title: “Sold Out for Jesus” Matt 19:16-22Urban dictionary, “Completely committed, devoted, invested and engaged to a cause. To have no reservations about a decision one has made. To be willing to go anywhere, do anything, and give up everything in order to achieve one’s goal… cause or commitment. Are we “Sold Out for Jesus” How can we be? Context:Late in ministry. In chap 21, He makes his triumphirate entry into Jerusalem. Preparing his disciples for what is coming. The transformation from conversion to being a witness. 



1. The young man is asking the right 
questions. 

A. V16, What good deed must I do to have 
eternal life? 
A. Nicodemus. John 3:
B. Lawyer. Luke 10:25
C. People. John 6:28

B. Jesus meets an inner need that goes beyond 
doing good things. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Importance of asking the right questions.Needs information - eternal life.Break a bondage he is in. Got everything – but He is empty on the inside. Allows him opportunity to communicate with Jesus. Build a relationship.Miracle worker. Teacher unlike any other. Teller of truth.How can the man be set free? Has to be willing to do what it takes to be set free.Question: 19:16, What good deed must I do to have eternal life?Future oriented thinking.This life is a preparation for the next.Question reveals the  Jewish understanding of the “retributive principle” good deeds = prosperity; bad deeds = poverty.V25, then who can be saved if rich people can’t be?Not content to waste this life. Wants to find meaning in life.Same question asked by several in Scripture:Nicodemus: John 3 – “We know you are a teacher sent from God bc no one could do the signs that you do unless he were from God.” Jesus knew the question of Nicodemus before he asked it. (v3) – Unless one is born again, he cannot see the KOG; … v5 unless one is born of water and the spirit he cannot enter the KOG.” Jesus answers the unspoken question of Nicodemus.Lawyer: Luke 10:25, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” allows Good Samaritan to be toldJohn 6:28, People in the 5000 who had just been fed, “What must we do to be doing the works of God?”Jesus to reply: “This is the work of God that you believe in him whom he has sent.”Jesus led the man to discover the answer himself.First question: what good thing must I do to have eternal life?Jesus’ reply: question: Why do you ask me about what is good?There is only one who is good – God. Man’s next thought -- I can never be good if God is my standard. It is hopeless. The man - What to do now?Jesus’ reply: Keep the commandments.Man’s reply: Which ones?Jesus’ reply – you know which ones. … Man’s reply – I have done that already [from my youth, Mark 10:20)Man’s conclusion: Its not working. Man’s conclusion: keeping the commandments will not bring meaning. Jesus did not say the man should not keep the commandments. Jesus helped him discover there is something more that Jesus offers. Are you asking the right questions these days?



It is obligator

“It is obligatory to believe in 
the scale, which consists of 
two scalepans and a balance 
indicator between them … It 
weighs a servant’s deeds 
through the power of Allah…”

“On that Day the weighing of 
deeds will be true and just: 
those whose good deeds are 
heavy on the scales will be the 
ones to prosper, and those 
whose good deeds are light 
will be the ones who have lost 
their souls through their 
wrongful rejection of Our 
messages.” Quran 7:8-9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good deeds and bad deeds put to the scale. v2.3 “It is obligatory to believe in the scale, which consists of two scalepans and a balance indicator between them and is as great in size as the thickness of the heavens and earth. It weighs a servant’s deeds through the power of Allah Most High, and the weights placed on it are as fine as an atom or mustard seed, that justice may be perfectly done. Reliance of the Traveler, A Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law. V2.3. Qur’an 7:8 – 9: On that Day the weighing of deeds will be true and just: those whose good deeds are heavy on the scales will be the ones to prosper, and those whose good deeds are light will be the ones who have lost their souls through their wrongful rejection of Our messages.”Paradise for a Muslim is always dependent on the mercy of Allah. Christianity – eternal life is not dependent upon the mercy of God. Guaranteed by the atoning work of Jesus on a cross. What good deed must I do to have eternal life? None. Jesus has already don’t it. You must believe it and receive it and follow Him. John 11:25, I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die, Do you believe this? 1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. (1 Pet. 2:24 ESV)The good news in Islam.Hell is not eternal. V, 2.7 states, “It is obligatory to hold that true believers in the oneness of Allah . . . will be taken out of hell after having paid for their sins, through the generosity of Allah Mighty and Majestic. No one who is a true monotheist will abide in the fire forever.” Reliance of the Traveler. P 824.The Mercy of Allah or the Scalepans – Which will it be? | The Cloak of Antichrist (jacksmithprophecy.org) Hinduism and Buddhism.Your Karma is closely tied to the kind of life you lead in your subsequent lifecycles. Your good and bad karma’s both will come back in your subsequent life in various forms. The reason they come back in our lives is not just to punish us but to make us understand and appreciate things from another perspective.�



It is obligator

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hinduism and Buddhism.Your Karma is closely tied to the kind of life you lead in your subsequent lifecycles. Your good and bad karma’s both will come back in your subsequent life in various forms. The reason they come back in our lives is not just to punish us but to make us understand and appreciate things from another perspective.Reincarnation provides the doorway to learn from my past mistakes and benefit from my good choices. �



2. Something is still lacking in the young 
man’s life. It is Jesus. Will you allow 
Jesus to be the answer to the “lacking” 
in your life?

1. Mark 10:17. 
• He runs and catches Jesus
• Then kneels before him to ask his question.

2. “… what am I still lacking?” Matt 19:20
3. The young man walked away – still lacking.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mark’s version a little different.  And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" (Mk. 10:17 ESV)Asking right questions. Right posture before God. Same as Peter. Humble. Prostrate before him. Asks a 2nd question after his exchange w Jesus:He is doing the right things. (His wealth proves it)The young man said to him, "All these I have kept. What do I still lack?" (Matt. 19:20 ESV) “lack” translate – to come up short. To be behind. When was the last time you came up short?Ran out of time on an exam.Time expired in a football game on the one yard lineFumbled just before crossing the goal line, ball recovered by the opposing team. Zay FlowersApple pay when the car wash doesn’t take apple pay? What if you lived a driven life – Kept the rules.Made it big in business, sports, or schoolYou still felt like something was missing, you were lacking. Will you let Jesus be your answer to what is still missing?Jesus’ response: Mark 10:21, “Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said …”Matt 19:21, “If you wish to be perfect [complete, fulfilled], go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven, and come, follow me.”“Perfect” translates “Teleios” – in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character. Brought to its end; finished. Wanting nothing necessary to completeness; perfect in the sense that there is no wanting for something yet to receive.  Your satisfier is material possessions. They cannot satisfy. They cannot bring fulfillment. The reason you are lacking is bc you are trying to find in them, satisfaction. They cannot. They will not. Only I can do that. Get rid of your false satisfaction.Follow me. He was sold out to his possessions. PIC – he turns and walks away.





3. How would the young man’s life been 
different if he had “sold out” to Jesus? 
How would the world be different if 
Christians were “sold out” for Jesus?

A. Matt 5:13-16

B. What if the young man had allowed Jesus to 
“reframe” his life as Peter did? Do you think we 
would know his name?

C. Matt 19:21

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How would the story have been different, if…?How can our story be different?Is there anything, any area in your life, any person in your life, that has stopped the transformation process?Too busy to even think about the right questions?Unwilling to consider the options? Cant get around to making a decision for Jesus?Afraid of what Jesus might ask you to surrender?Is your life making a difference for someone who has yet to make a decision for Jesus?Coworker? If all your coworker has to define what it means to be a believer is you, what decision would they make for Jesus?Matt. 5:13-16  "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste (its saltiness), how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (ESV)How can you and I reframe our future? Put what hinders you at the foot of the cross, surrender and follow Jesus.A decision I make today can impact tomorrow. How I view it. Matt. 13:44-46  "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. Matt. 19:21  Jesus said to him, "If you would be complete, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." (ESV)





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The woman caught in the act of adultery:“Neither do I condemn you, Go your way and sin no more.”



Next Steps 
A. 20 in 24. Take 20 minutes a day to read the Bible 

and pray in  2024. Think of words/verse that revere 
the Father. 

B. The man turned around and walked away. Will we do 
the opposite that he did?
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