
“Discovering God through 
My Giving”

Malachi 3:6-11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sermon series – Faith exercised – Putting Your Faith in ActionPrayer is the fruit of putting your faith in action.Read the Scriptures.Pray – persistently, crying out to the Lord; Keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking. Giving.All three must be done. Thinking about reading the word, 20 min a day in 24, is not the same as doing it. Thinking about praying is not the same as praying in specifics.Thinking about giving is not the same as giving. Thinking about tithing is not the same as tithing. You have to do it. Men’s prayer breakfast: Jimmy Galman Jr brought the message:How do we get so passive, waiting on someone else to step up to the plate to serve? Giving same thing?  Jas. 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (ESV)Context:Malachi 3:6-11



1. Tithing is something you do. So lets 
figure out what it is and how to do it. 

A. The 10th part (1/10) of one’s net increase. 
(Multiply my income by 10%). Lev 27:30-32

B. From first into my hands. Prov 3:9-10; Mal 
3:10a; Deut 26:2

C. Why the strong words? Lev 27:30

D. OT only? Matt 23:63, Luke 6:38

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tenth part. Lev 27:30-32 "Every tithe [10th part] of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD. 31 If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. 32 And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the herdsman's staff, shall be holy to the LORD. (Lev. 27:30-32 ESV)The 10th part belongs to the Lord. It is to be set apart for his use. Mal 3:10, for use in his storehouse.  Suppose you get a weekly allowance from your parents of $10. Suppose you get a weekly salary of 1,000 – 100.You get paid $3,000 a month - $300.Suppose you in business for yourself; 50,000 – 10,000 = 40,000 (net increase); $4,000First into my hands. Prov. 3:9-10 Honor the LORD from your wealth And from the first of all your produce; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty And your vats will overflow with new wine. (NAU).The intent was that God was honored first, before anything else, bc God is the one who provided the harvest. Today, different kind of “harvest” for most. Why “robbing God” if I do not bring the full or whole tithe into his storehouse?Lev 27:30 "Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD. My confession 25 years ago.My parents. Ot only?Command is repeated.Matt. 23:23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. (ESV)When OT law is repeated in NT, it still is applicable. God sees the human heart. Pharisee only saw himself. Blind to others. Window to a judging heart. Cold heart. Tithing is to help us to see others. Widow of Luke 21. My motivation for tithing has been replaced. What God did to save the ancient Jews from bondage in Egypt is no longer my motivation. Tithing is no longer an obligation founded upon what God did in someone else’s life, but what God has done and is doing in my life.  Lk. 6:38  give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you." (ESV)



1. Net pay (after 600 taxes) 3,000 100%

2. Rent (housing), utilities 1,140 38%
3. Necessities (food etc) 600 20%
4. Bills (student loans, 

credit cards, auto loans)
900 30%

5. Savings 100 5%
7. Retirement/medical ins 300 10%
8. Tithe 300 10%
9. Recreation 90 6%

Total expenses 3,430
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What to do with the 430?Eliminate recreation – 90Eliminate savings – 100 Eliminate tithe – 240Take out of savings – 240. Delay a bill till next month?



2. Tithing is a faith-builder. It is God’s 
teaching tool to build my faith, an 
ongoing reminder that He can be trusted 
regardless of the depth of my “well.” 

A. Tithing builds my “faith-muscle” because tithing 
requires me to trust God.

B. Tithing  is not a fail-safe transaction for 
irresponsibility on my part. It is to be a life-habit.

C. Tithing does not put God in my debt like he owes 
me something. Tithing reveals the nature of God as 
good. It is an opportunity to see Him, to believe in 
him. Tithing is relational. 
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Tithing is a faith-builder. When the time of decision comes and I must ask myself whether or not to tithe or not tithe, tithing becomes a real-time opportunity to put my faith to the test, to build some faith-muscle. I compare it to lifting a set of dumbbells to the point of muscle failure. I know that muscle failure is what makes me stronger. Tithing, every time I do it, is like another rep on that dumbbell. Except tithing does not strengthen flesh and blood it strengthens faith. Faith in God and in his love, mercy, provision for my life. So that I declare with the ancient Job, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” Malachi 3 is the only scripture where God invites us to put him to the test.  The tests reveals him. Tithing is not a fail-safe transaction for irresponsibility on my part my fallen mistakes.Taking care of your car, or not, changing the oil. Car will break down. Tithing does not protect us from making not smart decisions. Loving God has to let us experience our own consequences or he will teach us to be lazy, slothful, and self dependent. Tithing is not to be thought of as a way to put God in my debt, like he owes me something. Tithing is a habit God calls me to establish. Tithing is like breathing. It has to become something I do wo thinking. When I breathe, I never think to myself, “should I take another breath? I may tell myself in times of stress, just take a deep breath. Calm yourself. But in normal times, I never think about breathing. It is to be just like that with tithing. It is to be my “normal.” So much so that when my salary comes in, 10% goes out. I don’t even think about it. I have it set up on bill pay, a calculated amount based on what my income is going to be. My tithe is not like I am paying a creditor because I owe them for a purchase I made. God is not my creditor. A tithe is an opportunity to return to God the many blessings he has given me. I give him what I have that he might use it to bless another. Tithing allows me to see the nature of God and define it as good.1 Pet. 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, (ESV)The 90% rule – I can do more with 90% and Jesus than I can do w 100% and me. Tithing defies the mathematical principles upon which God based the creation and design of our universe. 10 – 1 > 10 (????). Mal 3:10Tithing is founded upon the relationship I have with God through Jesus Christ.  From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 'How shall we return?' 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 'How have we robbed you?' In your tithes and contributions. (Mal. 3:7-8 ESV)Return and trust me says God. Tithing forces me to the very important decision – Can I trust God with my whole life, even with my finances?



3. Tithing is an evidence that I have 
experienced the good, merciful, 
steadfast love of God. My tithe reminds 
me that I have discovered that I can do 
more with 90% and Jesus than I can do 
with 100% and me. I do not serve my 
money; I serve the King of Kings and 
Jesus is His name! Luke 16:10-13
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Tithing is an evidence that I have experienced the good, merciful, steadfast love of God. My tithe reminds me that I have discovered that I can do more with 90% and Jesus than I can do with 100% and me. The 10% is like a stewardship he has given to me so that I can give it back to him to use as he so desires. Tithing reminds me of who is writing my dreams, the dreams that keep being refined, rewritten, not because God owes me something bc I am tithing; but because I have surrendered my dreams to be written by the pen of the Almighty God; and tithing is simply an evidence to me that reminds me of that. I never say to myself, “Well, I know I am going to get that job bc I am tithing. No. I say to myself, if it is God’s will for me to get that job, go to that college, get that scholarship, or win this tournament, your will be done. I trust you. Tithing is an ongoing reminder that my trust is in God not in myself.  How does he put it in Ps 46? “God is my refuge and strength, a very present help in my time of trouble. Therefore, I will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, and its waters roar and foam – no, I will not fear. God is my strength. My tithe is my evidence to myself, and since he knows my heart, he knows whether I really believe that or not. Tithing is simply the exclamation point at the end of the sentence “I trust in God!” Lk. 16:10-13  "One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s [the tithe remember is God’s], who will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money." (ESV)When I tithe, I am saying I do not serve my money. I serve God. 



Next Steps 

A. 20 in 24
• Take 20 minutes a day to read the Bible and pray in  

2024. Think of words/verse that revere the Father. 
B. Prepare a monthly budget similar to our worksheet. 

What are your amounts and the %? Pray about what 
God would have you do differently. 

C. Ask God to help you see the connection between 
your heart and his as it relates to the extent of 
generosity in your giving; as it relates to the your 
sensitivity to the needs of those around you. 
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