
“Learning How to Pray - #2”
Luke 11:5-13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sermon series – Faith exercised – Putting Your Faith in Action
Prayer is the fruit of putting your faith in action.

Context: Jesus teaching how to pray.
Last week – Lords prayer. 
Adoration, Confession, Surrender, Petition, Protection.
Correctives.  
But I tell you… 
What to do. If Noah was teaching you how to play the piano – he might tell you where to place or not place your fingers. 
Nature of God.

Luke 11:5-13



1. Our view of ourselves in relationship 
to the Father will make all the 
difference on whether we pray and 
whether we pray in faith.  

A. Jesus’ death entitles me to access my “heavenly 
support team.” 
• V8, v9. 
• Jn 1:11-13

B. Any time is the right time. 
• Why “midnight” in story?
• Prayers like incense. Ps 141:2-3; Rev 8:3-4

C. Any thing is the right prayer.
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We are children of God thru Jesus. How we view ourselves before God will impact how we pray.
I tell you – 
V2, Say, Father (could 
V8, v9, v11, God is not like an inconvenienced neighbor
Prayer is how we access a heavenly support system; 
Guidance, encouragement, wisdom and strength.
ER – “out of bread in middle of night”
My “insurance ID” - Jesus is my insurer. 
Jn. 1:11-13  He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
Since I am a child of God, any time is the “right time.”
No time is inconvenient. Midnight?
Distinguish Christianity:
Jews prayed 3x a day.  Face Jerusalem.
Muslim pray 5x a day. Face Mecca.
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! 3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips! (Ps. 141:2-3 ESV) (Rev. 8:3-4 ESV)
Since I am a child of God, any thing is the right prayer. 
Sports – leave it all on the field. 
Prayer – God’s way for me to Leave all at the foot of the cross. 
If a man can ask his friend for bread in the middle of the night, you can ask me for anything, anytime. 
Little things first; permission for the crisis. 
If you don’t pray in the incidentals, when it comes to crisis time, you will be hesitant. Yet, I my trust God’s will and his timing.. 




2. Daily prayer is a two-way conversation 
where we “collaborate” with God 
through listening and “keeping on…”

A. [Keep on] Asking:
A. In faith; specifics; surrendering to his will bc he knows 

me, loves me, and has the best for me.

B. [Keep on} Seeking:
A. God first; His will for my life; 
B. Discovery time; outside of my current boundaries

C. [Keep on} Knocking:
A. Process; listening thru the status of opportunities
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Why “keep on”? We collaborate with God as he “opens doors”
He already knows what we need before we ask him. Matt 6
Asking 
James 4:2, You do not have bc yo do not ask.
Specifics
Thy will not my will be done.
God has a plan for my life, even when I screw it up.
Seeking
1st the HS. Lk. 11:13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" ESV)
Opening the word of God. Connecting the dots. 
Like google is a place for answers; I employ the HS to help me find God’s answers. 
Pray is how I put the HS to work on my behalf.
Knocking 
Process of checking out the options. 



3. Prayer, as a habit, a lifestyle, shapes 
our “wanting” so our “wanting” lines 
up with what God wants for us. 

A. Luke 11:9, I tell you “[keep on] asking, 
[keep on] seeking, [keep on] knocking, and 
the door will be opened to you. 

B. Jesus explains the nature and kindness of 
God so we will keep on…
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As we ask, seek, and knock, the will of God is made clearer for our lives. Then, the question is whether we will trust God enough to accept his will when it runs counter to what we think it ought to be. 
Lk. 11:9 And I tell you, [keep on] asking, seeking, knocking, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. (ESV)
Why “keep on”?
He already knows what we need before we ask him. Matt 6
Prayer shapes me; 
Ps. 37:4-5  Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. (ESV)
God speaks in prayer as I listen.
New ideas, concepts, behaviors.
I listen to the advice of others on petitions I bring before God.
Prayer brings me under and in his will:
Surrender is a daily habit. 
Lk. 9:23  And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. ESV)
1 Peter 3:7, states that when our marriage does not honor our spouse as a fellow heir of the grace of God, our prayers are hindered. (1 Pet. 3:7 ESV
Praying helps me to find and get into his will; instinctively, we know that when we are walking outside of the will of God, the result is a hindering of our communication w God. 
1Jo 5:14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.  
My prayers cannot require God to work outside of his will. 
Prayer is not a hallmark movie. 
A loving God has to operate in a system of free will. 
Not everyone is surrendered to God’s will.

The Father is not like the annoyed neighbor. 
V8, 9, 11:
He never runs out of bread.
Timing. 
Is he late or are we slow or is he loving? 
Does he know more than we know? Can he see a future that we cannot see? Is “not yet” the same as “no” and if he gives either answer, how come?
If he knows what we need before we ask him and if he has all we need to supply our need, then the only thing that would keep him from supplying it would be it’s not good for us or it’s just not the right time. 
Female – why wont God answer my prayers and lift this burden that I put on myself? Why do I blame God for my mistakes and wrong choices? Until I take responsibility for my own choices, anything that God does is a bandaid that will only reoccur in the future. 




Next Steps 

A. 20 in 24
• Take 20 minutes a day to read the Bible and pray in  

2024. Think of words/verse that revere the Father. 
B. Develop a habit of “abiding prayer moments” 

– specific for your life:
• On way to work or school, pray daily for ______.
• Folding laundry – pray for the person whose clothes 

folding. 
• Drinking water – ask God to make Jesus living water 

in your life.



Next Steps 

C. Start a prayer journal.
A. List your prayer requests, including a date 
B. Keep a record of the process whereby God 

opens or closes a door to answer your 
request.



1. Is there a certain “formula” that I 
must use in prayer?

Lord’s Prayer:
1. Simple, short. 
2. Sections/categories in Jesus’ prayer:

1. Adoration, praise, thanks. V2
2. Confession. (moved to #2)
3. Surrender - “Your kingdom come, your will …”
4. Asks – daily “bread” [daily needs]. 
5. Protection. 
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Jesus’ words to his disciples:
V2 – When you pray, “Say this. 
Context: 
Not personal
Knew law didn’t know God.
Face Jerusalem and Temple? Holy of Holies. Ark of Covenant
Western Wall prayer today. Prayers in wall. 
Muslims face Mecca – Kaaba. 
Not knowing how 
Adulting kids… something for 1st time. Don’t know what to say
LP is simple. Short.
Matt. 6:7-8 "And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
Luke 6:12 – all night.
Garden of Gethsemane – rebuked his inner circle bc they could not pray w him for one hour.
Connecting w God, personally.
Components of Jesus’ prayer:
Adoration, praise, thanks. “Father, Hallowed be thy name.
Words – phrases: Declarations in prayer. 
Count your blessings before. 
Pray scripture back to God in prayer. 
Ps 23; 
Ps 46, God you are my refuge and my strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, I will not fear…
Surrender. Your kingdom come, your will be done (Matt), 
Your will be done in my life.
You know best
Your love is steadfast. 
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  24 "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him.“  (Lam. 3:22-24 ESV)
Asks. Each day, daily bread.
To study, to test well
To not have conflict w my spouse, my friends
Help for what your day is going to be like.
Confession. Forgive us our sins. Move up to #2. 
I confess to you ________
Unconfessed sin impacts our relation w God.
Give the HS the opportunity to help you.
Protection. Lead us not into temptation and [deliver us from evil.]
Close the door on sexual temptations
Not deceived by satan
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