
Embracing the New that 
Jesus Offers

Luke 5:27-30; 38-39

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Luke 5:27-30; 38-39Context:Healings:Paralytic let thru roof of his house. Jesus forgives his sins, and then tells him to get up and walk. Confrontation. Jesus is in the beginning stages of ministryCalling disciples:Simon –n Luke 5 w a miraculous catch of fishLevi /MatthewLevi – tax collector. How can we embrace the “new” that God is calling us to? God is calling us to a time of spiritual renewal by calling us to a personal focus on bringing new spiritual habits into our lives. Read text. Pray.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Afraid of what the forest holds for her?Feels overwhelmed at the size of the trees and emptiness of the forest?Young girl afraid to venture into the unknown, unknown relationship, challenges, rejection?



1. Ever felt like you were outside the 
“notice” of God? Meet Levi, the friend 
of those on the “outside looking in.” 
Levi is one of the 1st “captives” to be 
set free. Do you see yourself as a 
modern-day “captive”?

• Luke 5:30, 15:2, 7:34, 19:7
• Zechariah 3:3-4, Isaiah 61:1-3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tax collectors were the outcasts of the 1st century society:Pharisees description: v 30; Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners.” Luk 15:2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."  Luk 7:34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!  Luk 19:7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner."  Luk 15:1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  Tax collectors didn’t “belong” in the mainstream of society. Problem:Traitors.Thieves.  Shepherds and tax collectors. Unclean. Despised occupations. Left society behind in order to satisfy their thirst for more. Only people they fit in with were other tax collectors. V29. Large gathering of tax collectors and “others”Both Jesus and the Pharisees noticed Levi. Replaced his filthy garments w festal robes. Penetrating gaze; eyes connecting. Pharisees – not very tolerant society. v 30.Jesus gave him attention. If Jesus noticed Levi, he will notice you and me. Isa. 61:1-2 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; (ESV)  (Luke 4:18)Zech 3:3-4, High priest clothed in filthy garments.Give him new clothes. Give him a new turban. I have healed him. Zech. 3:3-4 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel. 4 He spoke and said to those who were standing before him, saying, "Remove the filthy garments from him." Again he said to him, "See, I have taken your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes." (Zech. 3:3-4 NAU)Taken dirty garments and replaced them w festal robes. 



2. When Jesus “notices” us, He 
often calls us to a personal 
response of “followship.” 

• Luke 5:27-28, … he noticed a tax collector 
sitting in the tax booth, and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he left everything behind 
and got up and began to follow him.”

• Lk. 5:32 "I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance."

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus “noticed” Levi. He called him to respond. Lk. 5:27-28  After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, "Follow Me." 28 And he left everything behind, and got up and began to follow Him. (NAU)Noticed him. Called him – “Follow me.”Initiated by Jesus. John 6:44, “NO one can come to me unless the Father who sends me, draws him.”Timing is specific and planned for the right moment. Jesus' timing. “I have come not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. Luke 5:32Difference between the righteous and the sinner is the sinner knows he needs God.The righteous is the one satisfied with where he is. Levi – lost his way. Zacchaeus same. Luke 19The “wine” he was drinking has lost its savor.Lost his purpose in life. Wealth won’t satisfy Lk. 18:25-26 "For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 26 They who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" (NAU). What everybody was doing no longer worked for him.Revival among the tax collectors. Luke 5:29. Tax collectors gather.Luke 15:1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. What Jesus was selling was filling a need that was not filled before.Luke 19:6, Zacchaeus – chief tax collector. And he was rich. Levi’s life was changed when he answered Jesus’ call:He invites all his friends to meet Jesus.Luke’s gospel is filled with future events with Jesus and tax collectors.Levi is the first. Luk 15:1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  Zacchaeus is Levi’s boss.Luk 19:7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." What about us?Have you lost your way spiritually? Is the fire of the HS waning in your heart and mind and testimony? �Jesus notices you. He is called you to renewal and revival When Jesus meets you at your low point, you will never be the same. 



3. Our personal response to the call of 
Jesus will often require us to 
embrace an entirely different 
approach to following Jesus. 

• And He was also telling them a parable: 
"No one tears a piece of cloth from a new 
garment and puts it on an old garment; 
otherwise he will both tear the new, and 
the piece from the new will not match the 
old. (Lk. 5:36 NAU)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Think about Levi at his tax booth.Lk. 5:27-29 After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, "Follow Me." 28 And he left everything behind, and got up and began to follow Him. 29 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. (NAU)Tax Booth.Romans, money, ledger. What he left behind were the “trappings” of what it meant to be a tax collector. He leaves it behind. Does not mean that he ceased to be a tax collector. Follow requires a totally new way to think about Jesus in my life.Not a “patch” – band aid approach; whole new way to embrace Jesus and his will and way for my life. Cant take a new piece of cloth and patch an old. You have to start with a new set of clothes.Cant expect to put new wine in old skins. The wine will ferment, the skins will expand and burst. You loose the new wine and you loose the skins. But we say, “the old is better.”Change is hard for all of us. Leaving behind what keeps me from following Jesus. The way you think – God, I give control of my life decisions to you. The new is a new way to think about life. My homelife, my marriage, my friends at school, my teammates. I may have to part company with some – if they are leading me away from Jesus, I have to let them go. Lk. 9:23-25  And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 24 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 25 "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? (NAU)Do you think Levi new the beauty of self-surrender of my will, wants, and plans to God? Of taking up my cross daily?Not a one and done. Daily. 





Our new approach to following Jesus 
will be fueled by the time we spend 
with Jesus daily. 

“The measure of the worth of our public 
activity for God is the private, profound, 

communion we have with Him.”
• Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His 

Highest, 1/6.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The measure of the worth of our public activity for God.My preaching, teaching.“Worth” of it is defined, measure, by the time I spend w God. Levi’s change in his life. Fueled by the time he walked with Jesus. 1 Pet. 2:2-3  Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation-- 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. (ESV)John 151-2  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. (Jn. 15:1-2 ESV)How do I know this was their life habit? They are connected to the true vine. 



4. Are you ready to respond to Jesus’ 
call to followship? 

1. Believe that God wants me on His “team.” 
2. Believe what God says about me and not 

what I (or others) say about me; and trust 
Him to be the source that enables me to 
bless others.

3. Commit to daily “abiding in the true vine” 
of Jesus; to sit with Jesus daily by opening 
his word as my daily “food.”

4. Act on His invitation.



Next steps.
1. Decide today that, if you are not sitting 

with Jesus on a daily basis, that you will 
begin tomorrow morning (or evening). 
Give Jesus no less than 20 minutes of 
your time. 

2. Supplement (or replace) devotional 
resources with reading either the gospel of 
Luke or John. If you would like a copy of 
my sermon notes, email 
kip@yourbethany.org for a copy. Use 
those notes to study today’s sermon for 
the entire week. 

mailto:kip@yourbethany.org
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