
What is Jesus Preparing for 
You in 2024?

Luke 2:21-38

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Luke 2:21-38Context:V21. At the end of 8 days, he was circumcised. V22. When the time came for purification. 40th Day. Mary’s unclean since birth.Lev 12:2-4; 8Offering required based on ability to give – poor. Mother and father cannot afford a lamb. God provides one. NO more need for purification after the cross. Preparation thus far:Gabriel to Mary. Dream to Joseph. Shepherds gone home.Wise men have begun their journeyWhat has God prepared, next, for his newborn son? For the parents who have been appointed to raise His son?What might God be preparing for you and me for 2024?Read text. Pray.



1. Have you seen the salvation
God has prepared for you? 
Everything begins here.

• V31. “For my eyes have seen your
salvation that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 
to your people Israel.” 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Its personal.Mine eyes have seen your salvation.Salvation, being rescued from my sins and the condemnation for those sins, either by myself or those around me, is found in a person – Jesus Christ. Unique to me. Revealed to Simeon. He was aware it was coming.God’s idea. His receipe.  PREPARED – kept in readiness for the hour and day, namely, predetermined. Ordained. According to a plan for something to happen.A light for revelation to the Gentiles…God’s plan. God’s idea. God’s vision.Jn. 1:1-4  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. (ESV)If you have seen it, received it, have you applied it to your life?2 Cor. 5:17-20 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.. (ESV)Everything begins here. 



2. The expectation of God is that what 
He is doing in my life is an 
entrustment, a “preparation,” for what 
He wants to do in another’s life. The 
church is also under His expectation 
that we will be united in the 
entrustments He has given us. This 
is our Purpose, our reason, for 
existence.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2 Cor 5:18-19 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.Purpose Statement: Bethany Church is a vibrant, diverse, community of faith actively seeking Jesus Christ and sharing the love of God with our community and beyond. We are intentional about guiding people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, while actively and creatively serving others through local and international missions.What was God doing in Simeon life? What had he entrusted him with?HS had already revealed what that meant for the will of God in the life of Jesus.V28. Takes him in his arms.V28.  Blessed God not Mary.Luke 1:64, ZechariahPraises God, Magnifying God, Building God up.He sees what it is God has done. He experiences it, and he cannot stop talking about it.Simeon – sense of divine purpose in his life.What God gave Simeon, he gave to Anna. V38.Unity of purpose. Speaking truth into Mary and JosephWhat is he entrusting you with today, yesterday, last year? 



Bethany Church is a vibrant, diverse, 
community of faith actively seeking Jesus 

Christ and sharing the love of God with our 
community and beyond. We are intentional 

about guiding people into a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ, while actively 
and creatively serving others through local 

and international missions.



3. How do you think Simeon and 
Anna prepared themselves so that 
they could be used by God to pour 
into the lives of Mary and Joseph?

1. V29. 
2. V34
3. John 15:1-2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How did they prepare for being used by God? 3x HS is mentioned. Before Pentecost!The only thing that could have prepared them was to spend time w the Father Jehovah God.What we see publicly in the lives of Simeon and Anna was the fruit of their private worship the Lord. Worship in the temple was the fruit of personal, one-on-one, private communication with God. 



“The measure of the worth of our 
public activity for God is the private, 
profound, communion we have with 

Him.”
• Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His 

Highest, 1/6.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The measure of the worth of our public activity for God.My preaching, teaching.“Worth” of it is defined, measure, by the time I spend w God. Simeon’s time w the Lord.3x Holy Spirit is named.Committed to fulfilling the purpose of God, not his own.Now, you are letting me depart in peace…You told me; But the delay made me wonder if I We must connect our service of God with our worship of God, privately, personally, one-on-one.Matt. 6:5-6  "And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. (ESV)1 Pet. 2:2-3  Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation-- 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. (ESV)John 151-2  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. (Jn. 15:1-2 ESV)How do I know this was their life habit? They are connected to the true vine. 



4. How can you and I be a divine  
entrustment, a “preparation,” for 
someone else in 2024? 

1. Believe that God wants me on His 
“entrustment team.” 

2. Believe what God says about me and not 
what I say about myself; that He is the 
source that enables me to bless others.

3. Commit to daily “abiding in the true vine” 
of Jesus. 

4. Act on your entrustments.



Next steps.
1. Decide today that if you are not sitting with 

Jesus on a daily basis that you will begin 
tomorrow morning (or evening). Give Jesus 
no less than 20 minutes of your time. 

2. There are many devotional sources, study 
sources that you can use. I will email a list 
later today of some you might consider. 
Alternatively, email kip@yourbethany.org for 
a copy of my sermon notes. Use those notes 
to study today’s sermon for the entire week. 

mailto:kip@yourbethany.org
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