
Acts 28:17-31
Embracing God Where We Are

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Paul is Rome in prison.Waiting for 2 years. Traveling companions Aristarchus, 27:2, Luke. Writes prison epistles, Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, Philemon (Onesimus is saved)In the will of God – Acts 23:11 – Jesus told him, “As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you shall in Rome.“Problem”?Chaotic times; Angry Times.Absence of God in people’s lives.How Do we embrace God where we are?Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rome.



Threats:
1. Status as a “sect” of Judaism
2. Roman Empire’s persecution of Christians.
3. Rejection of Jesus by the Jews. V24, 28
4. Death.

1. The “threats” to Paul’s life did not 
change his focus or cause him to 

lose his focus. Paul embraced Christ 
where he was. 
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Paul was not swayed by the threats to his life and his faith. Nor was the church!Threats to durability:Lose status as a “Sect” of Judaism. V22, “W regard to this sect, we know that everywhere it is spoken against.”Judaism, ancient religion, serve monotheistic God. Rome was polytheistic; Caesar was supreme.Roman persecution. 1st three centuries. 2 years wo hindrance.Ultimately, Paul was beheaded by Nero. (tradition)Rejection by the Jews as a whole. Not individuals. Jesus was a Jew.The whole of the covenant people of God, the sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, rejected the message. How could it possibly survive? The death of leadership - Paul. Wrote 13/27 books.Planted churches all over Middle East, Turkey, GreecePeter, John, the other disciples; all dead within 60-70 years after the ascension of Jesus?Was anyone Indispensable?Only Jesus.Acts 5:34-39  But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, "Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!" So they took his advice, The threats did not change Paul’s focus. He found Jesus where he was. Paul found Jesus and embraced him where he was. V20. “It is because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain. Paul’s captivity was not to Rome – but to Christ. Eph 3:1, “Paul, a prisoner of Christ, on behalf of the Gentiles….”Paul understood the KOG to be within, Jesus was on the throne. 



• Acts 28:23 … From morning till evening, he 
expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom 
of God and trying to convince them about 
Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from 
the Prophets. 

• Acts 28:31 Proclaiming the KOG…

2. Paul’s understanding of the “KOG” 
was drastically different from the 

religious leaders. Paul’s “hope” was 
that they might be persuaded.
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The Jewish belief. (1) The Messiah would restore the kingdom to Isael, and (2) he would bring world peace in fulfillment of Scripture:Acts 1:6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" (ESV)Cf v 23, “testifying to the KOG and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the law of Moses and from the prophetsIsa. 19:23-25  In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into Egypt, and Egypt into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. 24 In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth, 25 whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, "Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my inheritance." (ESV)Isa. 11:6-11  The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples-- of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 11 In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. (ESV)The Jews looked to the restoring of their own political destiny to be the KOG; and that would be accomplished by the Messiah. 1948. We might liken it to the fulfillment of Biblical prophetcy when in 1948 the United Nations recognized areas of Middle East as the land of “Israel.” From AD 68 until 1948, there was no Jewish state or homeland. From that event and two other rebellions following, the last in 132AD, the Jews were dispersed all over the world, many to Germany and Russia. Hitler’s attempt to annihilate the Jewish people in the holocaust, was what God used to turn the hearts of the world to Israel. The holocaust acted to soften the hearts of the leaders of the world to give the Jews a homeland. They returned to Israel a second time as prophesied by Isaiah 11:11-12. The state of Israel was declared on 5/14/1948. Paul connected the KOG and Jesus together. Jesus was on the throne of Paul’s life. The KOG was internal not external. Acts 28:23, 31. Messiah must suffer, first.Lk. 17:24-25  For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. (ESV)Messiah will redeem Israel and he will bring peace – but not until his second coming. The Jews did not separate the first coming from his return. Kingdom of God is the presence of the HS in our lives. It is surrendering to his control of life decisions and behaviors and experiencing the truth of his presence in a life of purpose and meaning through obedient lving. Rom 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.Rom 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:22, The fruit of the HS is love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, mercy, faithfulness, self-control. 



• Mk. 4:26-32 And He was saying, "The 
kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed 
upon the soil; 27 and he goes to bed at night 
and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and 
grows-- how, he himself does not know. 28 
"The soil produces crops by itself; first the 
blade, then the head, then the mature grain in 
the head. 29 "But when the crop permits, he 
immediately puts in the sickle, because the 
harvest has come." 
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Is it possible for our spiritual growth to go thru periods of growth and decline? Of dormancy? Process of germination:Four conditions that transforms grass seed into grass:Seed.Moisture - proper moisture of soilSeed swells, allowing energy to be transferred thru photosynthesis.Light – photosynthesis. Root and the sproutOxygen in soil.Temperature.Type of grass: 60-75; 75-80.Plant in Fall? Soil is warm and air is cool. Roots develop before winter sets in.Roots develop wo threat of dry, hot temps in summer. Plant grass seed in Nov or Dec.Remains dormant until soil is warm enoughWhy plant grass seed in the Fall?



Rom. 11:25-27  Lest you be wise in your own sight, I 
do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, 
brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, 
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And 
in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, "The 
Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish 
ungodliness from Jacob"; 27 "and this will be my 
covenant with them when I take away their sins."

3. Apostle Paul’s “last stand” with “official 
Judaism” appears to be unsuccessful. Is 
there a “future” for those who reject the 

message?
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Permanent rejection of Israel? Or is it a time of dormancy – a “partial hardening”?3x – Sent to Gentiles. 13:46, 18:46, 28:29Road detour to God. J 14:6, I am the way, and the truth, and the life, no one comes to the father but thru me. Luk 3:6 AND ALL FLESH WILL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD.”Rom 11:29, the gifts and calling of the Lord are irrevocable. Rom. 11:11-12  So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, …. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! (ESV)Rom. 11:25-27  Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob"; 27 "and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins." (ESV)Hints to the future of Israel: V 27. “scarcely hear”V27. “Hearts have become “dull” as opposed to hard as stone.When the fulness of the Gentiles has come in … all Israel will be saved. Rom 11:26Rev. 1:7  Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. (ESV)Zec 12:10 "I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn. Not permanent rejection of Israel. The Seed of the HS is dormant, awaiting the right time for the conditions to be ripe for salvation. Acts 28:27  For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed; lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.' (ESV)
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