
Acts 26:12- 23; 27-32
Making the Damascus Road Relevant 

to Our Lives

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Paul is Caesarea in prison.2nd missionary journey ended in JerusalemGave testimony of his Damascus Rd Mission to Gentiles.Arrested for safetyJews kill him.Rescued – sent w garrison to Caesarea.Over two years.FelixFestusAgrippa and Bernice.“Problem”?What do you do when Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….
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Presentation Notes
AD 44 -46
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Perhaps – AD 46 - 48



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Perhaps AD 50-53The first two journeys start and end in Syrian Antioch. The third journey starts in Antioch and ends in Jerusalem1.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rome.



A. How would you describe your conversion?
B. Did you have the blessing of growing up in a 

Christian home where attending church was 
your norm? Being in youth group?

C. Who had the greatest impact in your coming 
to faith in Jesus?

D. Acts 26:19

1. Paul’s Damascus Rd experience 
was a “stewardship” that kept paving 

the way for others to know Christ. 
How can you and I do the same?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Damascus Road Experience.Three missionary journeys.Last to Rome.Reminds me of my calling. Into ministry.As the pastor of this church.To India. Easter Pageant. Walk of Wonder – Covid. Stewardship:Acts 26:19 "Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, (ESV)How are you doing with your stewardship? 



• AD 37 converted on rd to Damascus
• AD 40 – 44: preaches in Tarsus area
• AD 44 – 45 – preaches in Antioch Syria 
• AD 40 – 58 – w Barnabas or Silas thru 

modern-day Turkey and then Europe 
• 1st journey: Acts 13:4 - 15:35
• 2nd journey: Acts 15:36 – 18:22
• 3rd journey: Acts 18:23 – 21:17
• AD 60-64? Rome: Acts 27:1- 28:16

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Great fire of Rome – July 18, 64AD



2. Paul’s conversion gave him a life-
purpose expressed by serving 

Christ wherever he was or 
whatever he did. Purpose caused 

him to chose the way of Christ 
regardless of its cost or whether his 
message was received or rejected. 
Paul gave testimony to Jesus to the 

very end. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose - Acts 26:16  But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, (ESV)Why an appeal to Caesar? Overs? Appeal made before Festus. Acts 25:10-12  Roman citizen’s right.  Agrippa - He could have been freed.Acts 26:32  And Agrippa said to Festus, "This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar." Can I change my mind?Rome was the will of God. Acts 19:21  Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem, saying, "After I have been there, I must also see Rome." (ESV)Acts 23:11  The following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome." (ESV)Martyrdom awaits him.  Acts 20:22-24 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. (ESV)2 Tim. 4:7-8 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. (ESV)The Holy Spirit was his constant companion. How so? Obedience was the foundation of his life. Acts 5:31-32Success was not his inspiration. The HS who empowered his obedience.Acts 5:31-32  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." Five talent, 2 talent, 1 talent. Paul was not about burying his talents. Life purposes in Christ:Mom, DadTeacherPastor, coach, project managerCol 3:24, in everything you do, do you work heartily, as to the Lord, and not for [people]. For it is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  Col 4:6, Let your speech be filled with grace, seasoned as it were with salt, that you may know how to respond to all persons.   1 Peter 3:9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10 For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11 let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.  (1 Pet. 3:9-11 ESV)	Matt. 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (ESV)



• Festus wanted to please the religious 
leaders from Jerusalem. Acts 25:9

• Felix wanted to do the same. Acts 24:27. 
He also wanted a bribe. Acts 24:26  

• Agrippa and Bernice? 26:28
• Resurrection? 26:8

3. Paul’s life purpose in Christ set him 
free from the captivity of what other’s 
thought about him or his message. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Gal. 1:10  For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. (ESV)26:8, Why is it so unbelievable to you that God can raise someone from the dead?Festus, Felix, Agrippa, and the military surrounding them:Held captive by what other’s thought, believed, or did, or the approval that was needed to be a person of worth. Why so hard to believe?I do. And I am free because of it. Are you in chains today or has Jesus set you free?



A. Paul in Caesarea: Acts 26:8
B. Paul in Athens: Acts 17:28-29
C. Paul in Ephesus: Acts 19:26-27
D. Paul writing to Rome: Rom 1:20-23

4. Paul challenged their view of God.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Caesarea: Acts 26:8  Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? (ESV)“incredible” translates, literally, “Not believable”Athens: Acts 17:28-29  for "'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "'For we are indeed his offspring.' 29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. (ESV)Ephesus:Acts 19:26-27  And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship." ESV)Rom. 1:20-23  For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (ESV)



A. Are you ready today to make Jesus your 
Lord and Savior? What keeps you from 
believing? From turning to Jesus and 
surrendering your life to Him?

B. Are you ready to make Jesus “relevant” in 
your everyday choices and decisions? 
Today is the day!

Next Steps
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