
Acts 16:12-15; 25-34
Does the Love of God have Miracle 

Working Power?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: The continent has changed.Europe. Philippi, Roman colonyGreeks not JewsFirst female specific small group. Lydia, Seller of purple.Riverside prayer group.In route on a following day:+Paul delivers a woman from a demonic spirit – V16. “divination,” Python. large snake, destroyed by Apollos, the Greek god.Sold her fortune telling – owners.Beaten and thrown into prison.“Problem”?Do you really believe that Jesus has the power to break the chains that bind us? Does the love of God have the power to set us free, to heal us, to give us life to the full?Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….





• Unlikely: Place, Time, Audience, Story, 
Circumstance, Focus.

• God’s love knows no bounds. 

1. The jailer (and the prisoners) found 
Jesus amidst very unusual 

circumstances. The Holy Spirit 
entered Paul’s praise and the 

irresistible love of God was the result.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reasons for silence.Unlikely place to worship. Jail. Not synagogue. Riverside. V 13, “where we supposed there was a place of prayer.”Unlikely time – midnight.Trying to sleep. Noise level – irritation.V 25, “prisoners were listening”Attentively listening.Edge of their seatsUnlikely audience.Prisoners. Criminals. Cf to women at prayer v13Unlikely story – Roman citizens – v37.Paul seems to wonder what Jesus is up to?Unlikely circumstance.Beaten – bleeding, bruised, in pain. Dirty wounds.Unlikely focus.Why not on recovery?Singing hymns and praying. Hymn-sing?Phil. 4:4-9  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 …; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me-- practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. (ESV)Result - Love of God is in a prison.Jailer, prisoners, watching worship. Human heart transformed. Phil. 1:3-11  I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. ESV)



• Ps. 22:3 Yet You are holy, O You who 
are enthroned upon the praises of 
Israel. (NAU)

• Jn. 4:23 "But an hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be 
His worshipers. (NAU)

• Jn. 12:32 "And I, if I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men to Myself." 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Worship was not a place, it was a mindset, a condition of the heart. It drew people in bc God was present in it.Ps 22:3John 4:23John 12:32Last prayer – John 17: J 17:15, I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. .. 17 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 18 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, . . . 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. (Jn. 17:22-23 ESV) Trunk or Treat and WOW.No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. (1 Jn. 4:12 ESV) We love because he first loved us. (1 Jn. 4:19 ESV)Power of the Love of Jesus is lifechanging. Paul loved by exhibiting peace in the midst of a storm.He was peace.He was love.



1. Jesus works thru the natural and the 
supernatural. (cf Acts 5:19, 12:7)

2. The “shackles” in the text were literal. 
Rarely are ours literal, but they are just as 
likely to keep us in prison. 

3. The jailer washed the wounds of Paul. In 
doing so, it was like he washed the 
wounds of Jesus – we inflicted upon him. 

2. Is your Jesus still in the “business” 
of opening “prison doors”? Of 

taking the “shackles” off?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What do you really believe about the miracle working power of Jesus?Natural vs the supernaturalAngel in 5:19 (apostles) & 12:7 (Peter). Supernatural.Peter in Acts 3, Silver or gold I do not have but what I do have I give to you, in the name of Jesus, rise up and walk. Earthquake – natural?Has the Holy Spirit of God gotten weaker in 2000 years? What healed the jailer? V 27 - Commit suicide V29 – 30. What must I do to be saved?Jailer listening to Paul sing about Jesus.Paul stays in his cell. Paul is free with or wo the chains. Love language. God is loving the jailer in his language.Peter – saw love of God in a catch of fish. Acts 16:34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. (ESV)Was it real?  Look at the fruit, the evidence. Prisoners stayed in their cells while doors open and chains off.Jailer:Fell-down before them. V29Addressed them as “Sirs” v20.Question. V30 “I want what you have.”Cleaned their wounds. V 33Baptized. V 33 (so soon? Paul going back to jail)Fed them. V34. Back in jail before the sun is up.Have you washed the wounds of Jesus yet?You and I put them thereWhat are our “bonds,” our strongholds, Jailer – guilt? Condemnation? Shame? Fears? Belief. Conversion. First step



• V25. … the prisoners were listening 
to them. (so was the jailer)

• V 30. Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?

3. Are you at a place in your life where 
you are asking the right questions?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Right questions:What must I do to be saved?  Rick Warren - What have you done w Jesus?Act 2:37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  Acts 2:38-39  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." (ESV)Acts 3:19-20  Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (ESV)“what must I do”?The “work, the “deed” that you must accomplish is that you must believe:Jn. 6:27-29  Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal." 28 Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?" 29 Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." (ESV)Not a head knowledge; he exists; Repents – turn to God and give my life and will. His sin. Jailer.Surrender, a giving over, of your will to the Lord.You are in charge.I followMy response?Receive what Jesus is offering.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

