
Acts 16:5-10
Trusting God through the Tough 

Choices

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: The team has changed: (Barnabas & J Mark to Cyprus) 15:39Paul and Silas. 15:40Timothy 16:1Luke 16:10, Plural personal pronoun, “we”“Problem”?Do I really believe God has a plan for my life? For my children? How can I trust that plan in a world filled w chaos? Is there a condition that needs to be present to enable him to be my guide?Why should I put my future in the hands of a God I cannot see, particularly when so many people do not see it that way? Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears 
of the HS would be replaced by our 
friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.





3 closed doors followed by a specific 
direction. “Why?” if it doesn’t matter which 
one Paul took? 
• V6 (HS), V7 (HS of Jesus), V10 (God) 
• John 14:6
• John 10:9
• Matt 11:28-30

1. Why does the “right way” seem so 
important if there really isn’t one? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why does it matter which way to go? Why search for a particular way in the 1st place? The Divine Lead is clearly seen. V6, v 7, v 10.Recall Jesus’ specific words.John 14:6, the way, the truth, the life. No one comes to the Father but through me.“A way” vs the way. A truth, A life vs The.Life –1:4, real life and purpose be found apart from Jesus?Not about religion – relationship.“the way” means – one or the other. Presumes either/or.Culture’s truth vs Jesus?John 10:9, I am the door, if anyone enters thru Me, he will be saved…Implies other doors but they are false. Matt. 11:28-30 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." (NAU)Promise – come to Jesus.How do you explain and absence of rest among Christians?Never put the yoke on?There is a “righty way.” Jesus says you find it by following him. How do you respond to closed doors, along the way?Not the right time.V6. Phrygia  and Galatia – thru it. FORBIDDEN BY HS (MAP).Asia – not the continent.3rd journey.Not the right person.V7. Bithynia. [SPIRIT OF JESUS DID NOT ALLOW THEM]Not the right person. Peter was chosen.1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. We can’t know what we can’t see.V8. Bypassing Mysia, end up in Troas.Vision. “Come over and help us.”God knows the future, we do not. Closed doors are sign posts directing me where he wants me to be. 3 closed doors acted as “Signs” to Europe:Plan.Particular plan. Europe – same.Do you think the HS has a particular “Way” for you?Begins w John 14:6How do you interpret circumstances gone awry?



1. Phrygia/Galatia (wrong timing).
2. Bithynia (wrong person).
3. Macedonia (only God could imagine 

it.)

2. The Apostle interpreted change as 
sign-posts from the HS rather than 

missteps from his own failures.
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Presentation Notes
How do you respond to closed doors, along the way?Not the right time.V6. Phrygia  and Galatia – thru it. FORBIDDEN BY HS (MAP).Asia – not the continent.3rd journey.Not the right person.V7. Bithynia. [SPIRIT OF JESUS DID NOT ALLOW THEM]Not the right person. Peter was chosen.1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. We can’t know what we can’t see.V8. Bypassing Mysia, end up in Troas.Vision. “Come over and help us.”God knows the future, we do not. Closed doors are sign posts directing me where he wants me to be. 3 closed doors acted as “Signs” to Europe:What voice was Paul listening to? The conversation we have with ourselves is the most important conversation we have with anyone.“the HS forbade us”; the Spirit of Jesus would not allow us.Not – what kind of leader are you. Not – they are all going to desert you just like Barnabas. …Strongholds take place in our minds:” (2 Corinthians 10:5). “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.The “arguments” are the views of society. The “pretensions” are our pride and self-reliance rather than spirit-reliance. Jesus breaks the stronghold. Paul on Damascus Road.Is your self-talk leading you on God’s way or getting you stuck along the way?



• Phil 3:5-12

3. What did it take for Paul to be 
guided by the HS on his journey? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What did it take for Paul to be guided by the HS on his journey? Jesus, take the wheel�Take it from my hands�'Cause I can't do this on my own�I'm letting go�So give me one more chance�And save me from this road I'm on�Jesus, take the wheelIs Jesus worth my surrender?Map:Antioch – SyriaTarsusDerbeLystraAntioch PisidiaTroas (3rd stop and vision)PhilippiThessalonicaBereaAthensCorinthEphesus (Asia)JerusalemPhil. 3:5-12  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith-- 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. (ESV)



Next Steps. 

1. Read and journal book of Acts. 
2. Memorize these Scriptures:

• Acts 2:38
• Acts 3:19-20
• Acts 5:32

3. What is your heart “after”? Why 
not change your pursuit to Jesus? His 
promise is freedom!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2:38 Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (Acts 3:19-20 ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)
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