
Acts 14:1-3; 8-19
The Importance of Persistence in 

following the Will of God

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: HS in background:Sent out from Antioch.CyprusPergaAntioch PisidiaIconiumLystraEach church has a story.Paul’s objective:  bring people to faith in Jesus.Barriers: The prince of darkness.Three separate points from our story.Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears 
of the HS would be replaced by our 
friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.



Tarsus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From Multicultural church at Antioch to Pisidian Antioch. 1st missionary journeyActs 13:4, “So, being sent out by the HS, they went down to Selucia, and from there to Cyrus. Proclaimed the word in the synagogues of Jews. … Whole island, all the way to Paphos (v 6); Serguis Paulus summons them – to hear the Word of God; proconsul. Magician “you son of the devil, … will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord. He is rendered blind for a time, and Sergio comes to Christ. .HS in background:V13:4, And being sent out by the HS to Selucia, and then to Cyprus.V52, And the disciples were filled w joy and with the Holy Spirit.Paul’s objective:  bring people to freedom in Christ thru giving their hearts to ChristBarriers: Miracle of resurrection; Skeptics.God’s love in sinful, fallen, world, amidst fallen religious leadership?



Persistence: Continuing firmly or obstinately in 
a course of action despite difficulty or 
opposition: 
• Someone who is persistent continues trying 

to do something, even though it is difficult or 
other people are against it.

1. What can we learn from Paul about 
the importance of surrendering our 

lives to the will of God instead of our 
own will?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ever had a situation in your life where you wanted to throw in the towel? You wanted to give up? Where the threat of the future overwhelmed you in the present? The story of the Paul and Barnabas and the expansion of the early church: Increasing level of opposition:Antioch 13:3, church sends them out.Island of Cyrus:Only opposition:Bar-Jesus opposed: magician, who contradicted Paul before the governor.Son of the devil. ; “stop making crooked the straight path of the Lord.”Perga – John Mark leaves them. V 13:13; no preaching there.You ever had a friend who “left” when things went wrong?“cancelled” by someone?Pisidia Antioch. 13:13Persecution begins. V 13:50. Drives outLeading women and men opposed them, incited by unbelieving Jews.Iconium. 14:3Threat of stoning. V5. Lystra.People stone Paul. Left for dead. 14:19, 2 Cor 11:25Then to Derbe.Escalation of opposition: returns home by revisiting churches.Acts 14:21-22  When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. (ESV)How do we keep from giving in to the struggles?Purpose beyond himself.Work, school, what I do. Jesus is who I do it for. Col 3:24, In everything you do, do your work heartily as for the Lord, and not yourself. For it is the Lord Christ whom you serve. Life was in the will of God. Knew the root of the opposition.Refused to accept that satan was more powerful. Just moved to the next city.Next city was the next opportunity.God would redeem it.



1. Cyprus – magician – “son of the devil” 
hindering the proconsul from coming to 
faith. 

2. “Poisoning the minds” 
3. “Won the people over” -  of those seeking 

the true Savior. Antioch, Iconium, Lystra.

2. The same spiritual forces that 
hindered Paul’s missionary work are 

at work today.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2 Cor. 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.Four examples of spiritual forces operating against believers:1st Missionary Journey – those who hindered the will of God.Cyprus – Acts 13:10 and said, "You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? Pisidia Antioch – leading women and men “hindered” those who had received the message. 13:50Iconium – unbelieving. “poisoned their minds” 14:2Lystra – Jews from Antioch, Iconium, persuaded the crowds to stone Paul. V14:19Paul b4 Agrippa:Acts 26:18 “to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' (ESV)Simon Peter to Jesus:Matt. 16:22-23  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you." 23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man." (ESV) John on Island of Patmos:Rev. 12:17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea. (ESV)Spiritual war going on against anyone who seeks to hold up the name of Jesus. 2 Cor. 10:4-5 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, (ESV)2 Tim 2:24… if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 



1. Purpose – to bear witness to Jesus, 14:3
2. The man had the faith to be healed. Cf Acts 

3:6.
3. Miracles are God’s doing. Paul’s response 

is a lesson to believers whose spiritual gifts 
are more public than others. “Glory” is God’s 
alone.

3. How do we understand the miracle in 
the text and the role of faith in a miracle? 

What about Paul’s response to the 
acclaim of the people?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose – 14:3 (Iconium); the Lord bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.Made credible their witness.Man had faith to be healed.Similar to Peter, Acts 3:4, And Peter directed his gaze at him and said, Look at us. Silver or gold we have known but what we do have we give to you: In the name of Jesus rise up and walk. His faith not mentioned.Matt 13:58, Jesus could not do many miracles in his home town – bc of their unbeliefMark 10:52, Blind man – “Your faith has made you well…”God willed it to be so. Paul’s response to personal acclaim. Would Paul have put it on YouTube? 



1. First message addressed to adherents of 
another religion. (Greek mythology)

2. First open-air sermon (not in synagogue).
3. First specific, single, healing by Paul.
4. First message wo mention of Jesus.(??)
5. Only message that resulted in Paul being 

stoned. 2 Cor 11:25

4. Paul and Barnabas were totally 
dependent upon the HS. Everything 

was spoken, took place, in the 
“language” of the listener. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Message to the people:V15. Turn from these vain idols – Zeus.V15. Turn to a living God, the Creator of the Universe.V16. Merciful. He has overlooked your ignorance, and even your worship of Zeus.Zeus got credit for what God has done.V7. He has not left himself wo a witness.Provides for your crops. You don’t even know he did it. But now you do. God of holy, love, grace.Start w God instead of Jesus?



Next Steps. 

1. Read and journal book of Acts. 
2. Memorize these Scriptures:

• Acts 2:38
• Acts 3:19-20
• Acts 5:32

3. What is your heart “after”? Why 
not change your pursuit to Jesus? His 
promise is freedom!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2:38 Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (Acts 3:19-20 ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)
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