
Acts 13:13-23; 26-33; 38-43
He Keeps His Promises

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: V13:4, Barnabas, Saul/Paul, have been “sent out” by the HS. John Mark is w them.Island of Cypress – native (Barnabas) 4:36Likely went there for that reason.Preached Jesus – to whole island of Cyprus.Paphos, Perga, Pisidia AntiochSynagogue there.HS in background:V13:4, And being sent out by the HS to Seleucia, and then to Cyprus.V52, And the disciples were filled w joy and with the Holy Spirit.Paul’s objective:  bring people to freedom in Christ thru giving their hearts to ChristPaul preaches a sermon to the Jews/Gentiles gathered in the synagogue in Antioch.Barriers: Judaism; Miracle of resurrection; God’s love in sinful, fallen, world, amidst fallen religious leadership?What can we learn from four separate observations from the text?Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears 
of the HS would be replaced by our 
friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.



Tarsus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From Multicultural church at Antioch to Pisidian Antioch. 1st missionary journeyActs 13:4, “So, being sent out by the HS, they went down to Selucia, and from there to Cyrus. Proclaimed the word in the synagogues of Jews. … Whole island, all the way to Paphos (v 6); Serguis Paulus summons them – to hear the Word of God; proconsul. Magician “you son of the devil, … will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord. He is rendered blind for a time, and Sergio comes to Christ. .HS in background:V13:4, And being sent out by the HS to Selucia, and then to Cyprus.V52, And the disciples were filled w joy and with the Holy Spirit.Paul’s objective:  bring people to freedom in Christ thru giving their hearts to ChristBarriers: Miracle of resurrection; Skeptics.God’s love in sinful, fallen, world, amidst fallen religious leadership?



1. Chosen by God. v 17.
2. Put up w them – 40 years; 450 years of 

relationship. 
3. Jesus - God keeps his promises. He is our 

refuge. 

1. Paul reminded them of what they 
already knew about God: He keeps 
his promises bc He loves us and is 

for us. Jesus is the fruit of God’s love 
for us.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reminds them – God is for us. He loves us. He can be trusted to keep his promises. How else do you explain Jesus?Chosen by God even as they disobey and spurn him.. v 17.Deut. 7:6-8 "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Love is:Walk w us, just like he walked with them. 450 years of relationship. Vv 17-20  [proved himself]Jn. 15:16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. ESV)Jesus – the evidence that God is for us.  God reveals – He is for us.Psa 118:6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? Jesus is the evidence of God’s care.“v23, Of this man’s offspring [David’s], God has brought to Israel, a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.” Paul will later put it this way:. Rom. 8:31-32 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? (ESV)Do you ever need to be reminded?Where are you in your fears? Your worries?Has life taught you that no one can be trusted?Can God be?Your doubts overwhelm you when circumstances turn badly?I’ll never have any friends.I’ll never have a job I like.I’ll never be out of debt.Ever surrounded yourself w your own condemnations? Are you against you?Are you your own worst enemy?Are you the bully in your head?God sent me to remind you:  He is for you. Jesus Christ is His evidence. 



1. The prophets foretold of a Savior. 
2. The resurrection is God’s proof that Jesus is 

that Savior.  v32-33
3. Forgiveness and freedom are yours if you 

receive him. V 13:38-39.
4. Which “voice” will we listen to?

2. Paul brought them to a “fork in the road.”  
What they believed about Jesus was 

either the doorway to the good news or 
a door they locked and then tossed the 

key.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The prophets foretold of the Savior thru the line of David. Resurrection is the proof.Acts 13:32-33 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, ….' (ESV)Acts 13:38  Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, Forgiveness and Freedom are his promise; the result. Acts 13:39  and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. (ESV)Acts 13:43-44  And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. 44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. (ESV):They locked the door.V 45. the next sabbath … the whole city gathered to hear the word of God. … The Jews began to contradict what Paul said.V50. “But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas.” 2 Cor. 4:4  In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (ESV)Why are believers still held captive? We feed on the wrong voices. Because we listen to the wrong voices as well..My captivities:My mistakes, sins, failures, in the past.Freedom: I am forgiven. A right to a future wo a past. Too good to be true?Wounded heart:Broken heart he heals. Surrender my pain to him. Surrender my angers to him. .Reject the tapes I keep playing. Makes me new person. 2 Cor 5:17, If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away, the new has come. I am valued only by my performance. I work harder.I do it all myself.I never slow down – my worth is in what I do.Lord – you got this, not me, but you. I surrender it all to you. Eph 2:8 By grace have you been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is a gift from God, not a result of works, that no one should boast. Jesus comes to free me from the rat race. Paul puts it this way:Phil. 4:8-9  Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me-- practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. (ESV)Think on truth, honor, justice, purity, loveliness – Find excellence, find anything worthy of praise and find anything worthy of thanking God for Do these things.Promise: Peace.Not circumstances but how I walk thru them. In peace or in fear. 



• …, he raised up David to be their king, of 
whom he testified and said, 'I have found in 
David the son of Jesse a man after my 
heart, who will do all my will.' (Acts 13:22) 

• Acts 2:38, 5:32.

3. God searched for a man after his 
own heart – He found David. God’s  

Spirit indwells believers to encourage 
them to find Him and surrender their 

wills to His. 
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Presentation Notes
2 Chr. 16:9  "For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His. …Matt. 13:44-46  "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Deut. 8:3  And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. (ESV)Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESVJn. 4:23  But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." David pursued God. He valued knowing God. He became dependent upon God,  The result was that what God said, David did. This was a two-way relationship. It wasn’t that just God sought David. They sought each other. God helped David find God. Part of the reason that Saul reigned for 40 years was because David refused to kill him on those occasions where he had ample opportunity. David chose not to take things into his own hands. Saul was the Lord‘s anointed. When Saul died, it would not be by David hand, but by the Lords.  These two are inextricably tied together. The one who searches for the Lord is the one who will walk in the will of the Lord.  What about you and me, Are we trying to walk in  his will without searching for him? We will fail. It is like the person who says “I’m just trying to do the right thing.“ How’s that working for you?



Next Steps. 

1. Read and journal book of Acts. 
2. Memorize these Scriptures:

• Acts 2:38
• Acts 3:19-20
• Acts 5:32

3. What is your heart “after”? Why 
not change your pursuit to Jesus? His 
promise is freedom!
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2:38 Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (Acts 3:19-20 ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)
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