
Acts 12:24- 13:1-12
The Gathered Church at Antioch

Created by the Holy Spirit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: James, brother of John and business partner of Simon, has been executed by Herod AgrippaAgrippa is now deadPeter has been rescued from prison by an AngelChurch gathered for prayer in the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark.V12:24, Word of God increased and multiplied; Saul, Barnabas, J Mark, return to Antioch from Jerusalem.Church was first mentioned in Acts 11:19-21Believers scattered by death of Stephen (acts 8)Preaching the word to Jews only. 11:19Some from Cyprus and Cyrene spoke the word to the Greeks in Antioch.What can we learn from four separate observations from the text?Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears 
of the HS would be replaced by our 
friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.



Tarsus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Judea:Barnabas – Jerusalem, JewishCyrene:Simeon the Black?Lucius of Cyrene (N Africa – Libya) – African. (Romans 16:21)Manaen:Lifelong friend of AntipasJewish aristocratPolitical somebodyTarsus:Saul/Paul. Acts 13:9 (Paul)



Natural barriers to relationships:
1. Generational – different “languages”
2. Ethnic – different cultural background or 

descent.
3. Violent history – Jew vs Gentile.
4. Socio-economic. Very rich vs poor.
5. Political affiliations. Lifelong friend of Herod.

1. Only the Holy Spirit of Jesus could 
overcome all the “natural” barriers to 

unity at Antioch Church.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Natural predispositions impacting relationships. Leadership.  Generational differences – Barnabas, Saul, and John Mark. 11:25, 13:5Ethnic – different cultural values, beliefs, or descent.Leadership.Lucius of Cyrene, N Africa. Gentile.Simeone the Black [Gentiles]Sons of Abraham - Similar:Barnabas (Cyprus)Saul from TarsusManaen (or Roman)Congregation: Acts 11:20-22 ESV)  20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. Violent History:Jews and Gentiles. liability or an asset.Socio-economic:Manaen – lifelong friend of Herod.Barnabas. Acts 4:36, sells land.Political:Lifelong friend of Herod. Holy Spirit brought together:Acts 11:19-20  Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. (ESV) Vine and branches. One thing in common:Name – A 11:26. Baltimoreans, N Carolinian, BethanyLanian. One of those guys – Christ’sOne thing brought unity. Jesus. Love of God. Jesus changes the human heart. Change heart, change the life. Acts 3:6. I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!Acts 2:38  Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS. Act 2:47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being savedAct 4:4 But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. Act 6:7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. Act 11:21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. Act 19:20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightilyDo we have barriers that keep us from enjoying one another?At school, work, are their people you stay away from- bc they are different?Natural walls you are putting up to keep God out of your life?Your marriage?Your friends and what they think about church or God?Barriers that we put up to hinder the movement of the HS in our church?



Why did they do these things?
A. Gathered.
B. 5 teachers/prophets.
C. Prayed and fasted together.
D. Laid hands together.
E. Sent Saul and Barnabas out together. 

2. The Antioch church was a “family,” 
united in the purposes of Jesus, 
with a heart to share the good 

news of Jesus.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose – what motivates someone to action. “the reason for which something is done or created or for which something exists.”Why gathered as a church, an assembly of persons. Matt 18:20, Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in their midst.John 12:26, “… and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, my father will honor him. Ps 84:10. For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.Gathering is an opportunity to connect, to pray together, to worship together. Why have 5 teachers?Discipleship matters.John 8:31-32  If you are truly disciples of mine, you will abide in my word and you will know the truth and the truth shall make you free..Matt. 28:19-20 , “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (ESV)Why prayed and fasted together, if their corporate efforts brought more of the Power of HS to bear?Matt 18:19, “if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.Why lay hands on them together. Belonging.Ownership.Participation.Unity of mission and purpose. Did you notice their mutual sacrifice together?Saul/Barnabas – 11:26, one year.Met w church, taught considerable numbers.First called Christians.The two essential leaders are sent out. Impact thot se left behind?Not about my church but his churchNew church in Columbia, all were leaders. We struggled to survive. 40 of our people, servants, givers, but God called us to do it. Take care of them and us at same time. Youth pastor work at both. Calls us to action. They were a family. They loved one another, supported one another, and obeyed together. Missing in modern day church - sense of belonging, striving together, caused by pew sitting?How are you doing at “family”?The heart of the church is in spreading the gospel of Jesus to our individual worlds. Modeled by the Antioch church. We love because he first loved us. 



Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping 
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have 
called them. … So, being sent out by 
the HS, they went down to …Cyprus.

3. In Acts 13:2, the Holy Spirit speaks in 
1st person clarity. Obedience requires 
faith and action to accomplish his will. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First person.HS saidFor meThe work to which I have called them.Where?Acts 13:4-6  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus. Why Cyprus?  Acts 4:36 (Barnabas was a native of Cyprus)The HS directed; Barnabas and Saul; were willing to do what it took to accomplish the will of God.They stepped in faith. Even when they weren’t sure which direction to go.5. Acts 5:32, we are witnesses of these things [of Jesus] and so is the Holy Spirit who is given to those who obey Him.  



Next Steps. 

1. Read and journal book of Acts. 
2. Memorize these Scriptures:

• Acts 2:38
• Acts 3:19-20
• Acts 5:32

3. Is there anything you can do to 
help you experience the unity and 
purpose of your church family?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2:38 Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (Acts 3:19-20 ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)
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