
Acts 11:1-19
The Persistence of the Holy Spirit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Early church endured first round of persecution. Saul converted on Damascus RdJoins believers giving witnessHow far does the blood of Jesus reach?Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS.Hasn’t reached the Gentiles. Acts 1:8, not understood yet. How persistent will the HS be to fulfill the promise of God?How will the church respond to its first real point of division?To what extent will the HS go to help us to know the will of God in our lives?Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears 
of the HS would be replaced by our 
friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
40 mi – 51 min drive.14 hours – walk



A. Those invited to Cornelius’ house. 
B. The precise timing in the story.  
C. The HS graciously guided the process, 

visible only by looking back.

1. Three separate “works” of the 
HS brought about a new 

understanding of the reach of 
Jesus.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
HS chose the 7 – all needed. Why Peter instead of Philip?Acts 8:40 – Philip’s destination.Jerusalem church:. 11:1The criticism – 11:2-3 Fellow travelers :Joppa home. 10:45 “the believers from among the circumcised were amazed bc the HS was poured out on the Gentiles. V11:12, “These six brothers … and we entered … HS is planning for the return to Jerusalem.How important is unity in purpose for a church?HS spoke by His timing of the events.Cornelius’ Angel - 14 hour journey.A 10:30, Four days ago. Peter’s Vision. Only purpose – Peter to go w unclean menWhile pondering, they arrive after 14 hours. 10:19.10:19, The spirit said. . . 3 men are here. Go w them. Coincidence? Happenstance? God orchestrating?Initiated by God.Working thru others. Invited Peter to table. How do you view “coincidences” combined w prayer?Coincidences – get my attention.Illustrations. In route.Sermon points. Pray for you.People to reach out to. Something or someone just drops in the pic.HS graciously guided the process that led to a new understanding of the reach of Jesus. Acts 1:8, “You will receive power when HS has … my witnesses in … and to the end of the earth.”Barrier of religious law. Associate w non-Jews (uncircumcised)Lev 18, 20 – do not associate or they will cause you to practice their abominations. Deut 7:3, Not to intermarry for same reason. Lev 12:3  Law required circumcision on 8th day. Do new believers have to become Jews?Jesus removes the barrier. John 16:12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.Change is too drastic – we refuse to be guided. The gracious plan of the HS:Cornelius’ visit from an angel. 4 days prior11:13. Send for Peter. He will declare the message of salvation to you. 2nd day - 3x dream to allow Peter to go:10:28, You know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate. God has shown me not to call anyone…11:2, U went to uncircumcised and ate w them. Why 3x? Grace – he knows how hard this is. John 16:12Matt. 15:24  He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." (ESV)Circumcision party – brought Jesus’s actions up?4th day - Gift of HS occurs while Peter preaches an unplanned sermon:10:29, Why did you send for me?10:30, Cornelius reply. 10:34, Opened his mouth… Truly God shows no partiality. 10:43, everyone who believes receives forgiveness of sins in his name.10:44, the HS fell and they spoke in tongues. Grace – only way he would believe it. Circumcision party w him are amazed. Happen to us?We do not need the same external evidence of salvation of a Gentile.



2. They “held their peace.” They 
were silent. The HS did the rest, 
and the “Gentile church” was born 
in that moment. 

• When they heard these things they 
fell silent. […] And they glorified God, 
saying, "Then to the Gentiles also 
God has granted repentance that 
leads to life." (Acts 11:18)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They fell silent. to be silent, i.e. to say nothing, hold one's peacePeter’s testimony shocked them.They could not believe his words. Goes against everything they were taught.Their next statement revealed their willingness to obey the HS.Crossroads – decision to make. Moments of conviction:Acts 2:36-38  Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)Moment of repentance, surrender under the will of God. 



Next Steps. 

1. Read and journal book of Acts. 
2. Memorize these Scriptures:

• Acts 2:38
• Acts 3:19-20
• Acts 5:32

3. Has the HS led you to a moment 
of decision? May today be your day 
to tell him you have heard him.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2:38 Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (Acts 3:19-20 ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)


	Slide Number 1
	Objectives of Series:
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	They “held their peace.” They were silent. The HS did the rest, and the “Gentile church” was born in that moment. 
	Next Steps. 

