
Acts 8:26 - 40
The Miracle of Conversion – From 
“Who are You?” to “Here I am.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Infant church is persecuted.One – Saul; 13:9; 157x – Paul.8:3, (ESV) 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.Miracle of conversion: Before. Story of a stubborn, gifted, young man. High PriestArresting squad.After: 14/27.3 trips, Asia Minor, Greece, Macedonia, Cyprus, Judea, Syria.Rome – beheaded by Nero; fire (7/18/64; 71%  burned); Eusebius. How is your “story” impacting others?Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears 
of the HS would be replaced by our 
friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Two weeks journey – JerusalemFast church grownOldest populated cityTrade route – Egypt thru Middle East and beyond



• Acts 9:15-16 But the Lord said to him, 
"Go, for he is a chosen instrument of 
Mine, to carry My name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of 
Israel; 16 for I will show him how much 
he must suffer for the sake of My 
name." 

1. Jesus never wastes our 
“story.” He even redeems 

it if we allow Him.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus never wastes our story. Knows Saul’s life - Past, present, future.V15. Chosen instrument. Suffering.Zeal.Stubborn. Acts 26:14  And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' (ESV)Evangelist – v15.Gentiles – Roman citizen.Kings – Festus & Agrippa – Acts 26, “your great learning is driving you mad”Sons of Israel – Hebrew, Acts 22; … Phil 3Gemaliel.BenjaminStory redeemed – retells it. – 3xLuke/Acts – Acts 9Fellow Jews in Jerusalem at the temple. Acts 22Retold to Agrippa – Acts 26Proves itselfAmazing grace. Saul’s mistake about Jesus.1 Cor 15:9, “For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. Eph. 2:8-10  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.Eph 3:7, Of this gospel, I was made a minister according to the gift of Gods grace, which was given me by the working of his power.Amazing Grace.How can we tell our story? Good God is doing?Doors opened?Jobs?Redeem our mistakes and failures?



From Persecutor to Rescuer.

• Acts 26:15 And I said, 'Who are you, 
Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus 
whom you are persecuting. But rise [for I 
have appointed you]…18 to open their 
eyes, so that they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power 
of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among 
those who are sanctified by faith in me.'



• Acts 9:4 And falling to the ground he 
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting me?“

• Acts 9:13 But Ananias answered, 
"Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much evil he has done 
to your saints at Jerusalem. 

2. Jesus has our back. He 
is for us even when we 

are unaware. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus has our back. 9:4, … why are you persecuting me?”9: 13, …evil to saintsSaul persecuting Christians. Saul persecuting Jesus thru Christians.Personal to Jesus.Shepherd and sheep.Jn. 10:11-15  "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 "He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 "He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. 14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. (NAU)Saul is the wolf. Personal relationship is mutual. He calls us to “be a neighbor…”Ananias.Personal.Obedient.Sees Saul.Sheep on right, goats on left. “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat….”Matt. 25:40 "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'Calls us to Be a NeighborTo our community.Serve others is to serve Jesus. Young Life mentorship w Baltimore youth in Young Life. 



• Acts 2:38 Repent and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus for forgiveness of sins and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

• Acts 9:20 And immediately he proclaimed 
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is 
the Son of God." 

3. Saul’s “Damascus Rd” was his 
“Acts 2:38” moment. The HS 
literally transformed his life. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2. Saul’s conversion affected a miraculous change in his life.Repent: Acts 9:2 …, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. (NAU)Acts 9:20. And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues saying, “He IS the Son of God.” He is the SOG:Blasphemy: Matt 26:65, Baptized: Acts 9:17-18  So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; (ESV)Paul 157x; Saul – 0 after 13:9



Next Steps. 

1. Read and journal book of Acts. 
2. Memorize these Scriptures:

• Acts 2:38
• Acts 3:19-20
• Acts 5:32

3. What is the HS doing in your life? 
Share it w someone.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2:38 Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (Acts 3:19-20 ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)
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