
Acts 8:26 - 40
How Can I Understand Unless 

Someone Guides Me?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Stephen stoned.Church is scattered.Philip – appointed deacon; Acts 6. Scattered to Samaria.2nd missionary assignment. Most relevant to you and me today.Single person brought to Christ. One person matters to God.Title – How can I understand unless someone guides me?Gods plan to use believers as branches off the tree of Christ to grow His kingdom.Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; ….That we become reliant upon the power of the HS …That we be re-invigorated by the HS ….



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears 
of the HS would be replaced by our 
friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.



Philip’s two 
missionary 
travels. 
•Samaria
•Road to 
Gaza





A. Obedience proved Philip could be 
trusted by the HS. Acts 5:32

B. Obedience was unconditional.
C. His obedience demonstrates the value 

of one person to God.

1. Philip’s obedience acted 
as an open door to the 

power of the HS.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Stewardship of the HS.  Philip proved he could be trusted w the power of the HS.  Samaria – proving ground. Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)Gaza – specific revelations. Angel directed to desert. V 27. He rose and went.HS said … Acts 8:29. Go join the chariot. V30. So Philip ran to him … Immediate and unquestioning obedience. HS “carried away,” “raptured” to pluck, to snatch, to Azotus. V 40.One moment here, next moment there.Preached the gospel. Caesarea – Acts 21:8-9; evangelist; 4 umarried daughters who are prophetessesDeacon whose life was distinguished by his obedience to the direction of the HS.Matt 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matt. 28:18-20 ESV)Power of Jesus is given to disciples. Obedience was unconditional:Not duty motivated but love motivated.Duty – “job description”; not my gift vs I surrender all.Duty – “based on convenience”; my time and schedule is yours to fill.Duty – “I choose vs God chooses”Love of others is the fruit of having experienced the love of God myself.Jn. 15:5  "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. (NAU)Jn. 15:9-10  "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. (NAU)Values all people – just as God sees us:Ethnic barriers. Philip is a Jewish Christian.Samaritans, Ethiopian - Cush.Physical disability barriers:Castrated. Eunuch:  Deut. 23:1 "No one whose testicles are crushed or whose male organ is cut off shall enter the assembly of the LORD. Visit temple not enter. Came to worship God, knowing Temple entry denied. v 28.Socio economic barriers.CFO of the Queen mother of Ethiopia. Philip on foot. He is in a Rolls Royce.He has an entourage. Philip has the HS. 	One person matters to God. Ethiopian is the love of God in action. Philip allows it to take place.Isa. 56:3-8 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, "The LORD will surely separate me from his people"; and let not the eunuch say, "Behold, I am a dry tree." 4 For thus says the LORD: "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, 5 I will give in my house and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.Has no barriers, walls, or human divisions. Jesus has broken them downIs there anyone that you see that is outside the reach of the redeeming power of God bc of some human barrier; some physical condition?



Interesting statistics re faith practices:
1. One-in-five Americans say they 

attend religious services less often 
than before pandemic (26%).

2. Seven-in-ten Americans under 30 
have not participated in religious 
services of any kind in last month.

• Pew Research, 3/28/23



2. Philip’s obedience began 
with intentional listening. His 
listening allowed him to join 
a conversation the HS had 

already begun. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
He listened before he acted. V26 – An angel said, Rise and Go south … to Gaza.V29 – the Spirit said, “Go join the chariot…V30 – Philip asked the man a question - Do you understand what you are reading?Man at Pool of Bethesday: “Do you want to get well?” John 5V31 – Man responds – How can I unless someone guides me.HS revealed. This man wants to know Jesus. John 6:44Philip joins a conversation that has already begun. John 6:44Who is the prophet speaking about? V34.Acts 8:33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation [descendants]? For his life is taken away from the earth.“ In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth." (Acts 8:33 NIV)Ethiopian can relate: Who is the prophet speaking about?Not Isaiah 53:5-6. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. (Isa. 53:5-6 NAU)V 53:7-8Beginning w this Scripture. V35. V 33. Isa. 56:3-8 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, "The LORD will surely separate me from his people"; and let not the eunuch say, "Behold, I am a dry tree." 4 For thus says the LORD: "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, 5 I will give in my house and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. 6 "And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant-- 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples." 8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, "I will gather yet others to him besides those already gathered." [Did not happen under the Old Covenant so it must be the New only]Philip listened to where the man was; he started there by direction of the HS. Divine appointment is. By definition – the conversation has already begun.Gift to Philip to invite him to join in. We do not save. God does. 1 Cor. 3:6-7 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. (ESV)Philip was the “first responder to the man’s discouragement:1992 miles. To worship God. Foyer. Fish pond. Whose dreams of worshipping a God who saw him are being fulfilled in this moment.Philip is the spoon thru which the man will be fed.Philip opened his mouth. He is totally reliant upon the HS.Matt 5:2, 13:35 (Jesus)Acts 8:32, Isaiah 53- one who opens not his mouthActs 8:35, (Philip)Acts 10:34 (Peter)Acts 18:14 (Paul w Galilio)Eph 6:19, PaulRev 13:6, “beast from the sea” opens its mouth in blasphemies against God”How can you and I join the conversations that the HS has started and gives to us to continue?Young Life mentorship.



3. The Holy Spirit is the 
equipper, allowing us to 
be the “spiritual guide” to 
those seeking Jesus. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Have we discovered the role of the HS, yet?Joh 15:26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.  Joh 16:7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.  Joh 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.  “Opened His Mouth” – the HS is in action. He is our helper, our equipper, so that we take up the role that Christ had before h ascended to heaven.Acts 1:4  And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; Acts 1:8, But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:8 ESV)Without obedient witnesses the world will not know Jesus.1 Cor. 2:14-16  The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. ... 16 "For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. (ESV)Joh 14:17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. Believers are essential to the growth of the KOG in human history. Rom. 10:14-15  How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" (ESV)Refreshing presence of the HS is the fruit of our witness.V 39, The eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 



Next Steps. 
1. Continue reading the book of Acts; 

keep a journal of what the HS says to 
you during your readings. 

2. Memorize these Scriptures:
• Acts 2:38
• Acts 3:19-20
• Acts 5:32

3. Ask one person a leading 
question about a spiritual matter.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2:38 Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the gift of the HS3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, (Acts 3:19-20 ESV)Acts 5:32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (ESV)
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