
Acts 4:34 – 5:11
The Telling Story of Ananias and 

Sapphira

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Fruit of the tree of life in Christ is apparent: Teaching of the apostlesPrayerFellowshipLoveSpeaking the truth about Jesus.Growing church.No problems. Not all are changed. Today – giving. Today – everything is not well. Story Luke could not explain. Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears of the HS would be replaced by our friendship with the HS.That we become reliant upon the power of the HS so that our verbal witness of Jesus might be filled with the HS. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so that we might be useful for the purposes of the HS, whatever that might be.



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person 

of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears of the 
HS would be replaced by our friendship 
with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power of 
the HS so that our verbal witness of Jesus 
might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.



Who/what killed Ananias 
and Sapphira? 

1.Died instantly; heart attack or 
stroke?

2.The Holy Spirit.
3.Satan.
4.I don’t know. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who killed Ananias and Sapphira? Text doesn’t say. Heart attack?. The HS took their lives. No other NT passage that this occurs. Rom. 9:22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, (ESV)Only for a limited period in early church.Romans 1. Wrath – remove himself; to give us our choice.Satan.Judas. He entered Judas to betray Jesus; then Judas took his life.Satan’s plan:Deceives us.We stumble.Then condemns us for our sin, mistakes.Then gives us more of same; addicts to more deception, evil, etc. Darkness destroys us wo the Light of Jesus.I don’t know.What can the story tells us – even if we don’t know who/what killed them?



Acts 4:36 - Barnabas
Acts 2:45
Acts 4:32
Acts 4:34
Acts 5:13

1. We love bc He first loved us. 
We give bc He gives to us. The 
story of Ananias and Sapphira 

begins with a Barnabas. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We love bc he first loved us.  1 Jn. 4:19 We love because he first loved us. (ESV)1 John 3:14, We know that we have passed out of death into life bc we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.  Reordering of priorities. People vs $$Giving. Acts 2:44-45, 4:32, 34Barnabas – example.5:1, But a man named Ananias. The story Luke wanted to leave out?Church growing. 8X.  Acts 2:47, “added to their number day by day.”2:41, 4:4, 5:14, 6:7, 11:21, 14:1,16:5Tells a story. Contrast. Not a happy story.Acts 5:13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. (ESV)



4. The testimony 
of their lips 
transformed 
the apostles 
so that they 
were 
recognizable 
as having been 
with Jesus.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Arkansas Black Apple Tree



2. The story of Ananias and Sapphira 
reminds us that satan is a liar and 

the adversary of the HS.
• Acts 5:3.

Jn. 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and your 
will is to do your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Different fruit. Acts 5:3-4  But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 … You have not lied to man but to God." (ESV)Missing details? Jealousy? 5:1, 3Example – Barnabas sells for 5K gives 5k.Ananias sells for 10K; gives 6k but purports to give all. Can’t afford the 10K. Kept back for themselves.Death sentence?How to understand and interpret?  Two conditions present:  First, they lied to the HS. John 8:44. Lie Reveals the tree. Matt. 7:15-17 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. (NAU)False confession and repentance? [ONLY GOD KNOWS.]Acts 2:38, Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the HS. Was it a false repentance, and baptism by deceit? Man Pool of Bethesda?How can satan fill a heart along occupied by HS?Matt. 12:31  Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. (ESV)Secondly, v 9 states, “… you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord?”Specific to the Spirit. To test:Test drive a car.Student tested – knowledgeRace – tests a runner’s speed, endurance.Reveals the characteristics, knowledge, strength of the one tested. Originated by satan, but carried out by Ananias.Judas did?  Judas hung himself.It was as if, Ananias stated to his wife, “It doesn’t matter if we lie to Peter or the church. No one will find out. Even if they did, what will they do? They just want our money anyway. Test to deny the life-giving, wonder working Spirit of Jesus (no one else knew?)?Jesus is dead. He is not here. We can do what we want bc he will do nothing. Mockery of everything that has happened thru the Holy Spirit. Church is born on reality that Jesus has risen and the Spirit is Jesus living in us.The tree of Ananias and Sapphira was of satan, not of the HS. Satan’s way to stop the advance of the church. Introducing evil to the pure body of Christ. How might Satan fill our hearts today to go against the Father in some way?1 Pet. 5:8-10  Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. (ESV)



3. The story of Ananias and 
Sapphira should remind us of 

the wisdom of fearing God. 
Ananias and Sapphira had no 

fear of God. Their actions defied 
His holiness and His Spirit. 

• Acts 5:11-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is the “fear of God” – I realize that when I walk outside of God’s will, I am on my own. I choose not to, bc I am not a good caretaker of myself. My fear is wisdom. How can we appreciate God’s grace unless we believe there is a judgment for sin? Job 28:28 And he said to man, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.'" (ESV)Wisdom bc I keep myself from hardship. Ps. 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever! (ESV)Our approach to God must be like Isaiah: Isa. 6:5-7 And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for." (ESV)



4. The story of Ananias and Sapphira 
should sound a warning for our 
society today.

1. If God created us male and female, do we test 
God when we add genders?

2. If God defines marriage as between a man 
and a woman, do we test God when we join 
the same sex in marriage? When we divorce 
for non-biblical reasons?

3. If God appointed creation to give testimony to 
who he is (Rom 1:18-20), do we call God a liar 
when we deny His design in creation? If there 
is design, there is a designer – God.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator,… 26 For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, …  32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.We serve the creature when what humanity wants is what we give them.CDC Offers Guidance on ‘Chestfeeding’ S.A. McCarthy. Daily Signal. 7/7/23The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is offering guidance for men identifying as transgender on how to breastfeed and insisting on using the “inclusive” term “chestfeeding.” The CDC released advice this week for men taking hormones to grow breasts, explaining, “Transgender and nonbinary-gendered individuals may give birth and breastfeed or feed at the chest (chestfeed).” The CDC also gave some examples of alternative terminology for breastfeeding to cater to those identifying as transgender, “such as nursing, chestfeeding, or bodyfeeding.” … The guidance is drawing criticism from doctors who note that the hormone drugs taken by men wanting to “chestfeed” may be dangerous for the baby being fed. Indeed, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has warned that at least one of the hormone drugs frequently used “can pass into breast milk in small amounts and can sometimes give babies an irregular heartbeat as a result.” Dr. Jane Orient, executive director of the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons, told the Daily Mail that “we have no idea what the long-term effects on the child will be. … The CDC has a responsibility to talk about the health risks, but they have been derelict in doing that.”We must practice love and respect while standing for truth simultaneously. What could Peter have done.Nothing. Refused to speak what the Spirit prompted him to speak. Acts 5:32 – God gives the HS to those who obey.Taken Ananias and Sapphira aside and offered repentance.Religious leaders not offered – only bc they closed their mind to it.Stood up for what God says.Time for the church to stand up for what God says, but not in a disrespectful, hateful, or violent way.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Poster on wall at local middle school during Pride Month:Cisgender: A person whose gender identity matches their sex assigned at birth.Transgender: A person whose gender identity differs from the sex the person was assigned at birth. Nonbinary: A gender identity that is not solely male or female.Genderfluid: A person whose gender is fluid and shifts or changes over time.Agender: A person who does not identity as having a gender.Demigender: A person who experiences partial connection to a certain gender.Well-meaning educators, politicians, and leaders trying to help confused people who do not feel right in their bodies. Well-meaning people are simply deceived? We must practice love and respect while standing for truth simultaneously. What could Peter have done.Nothing. Refused to speak what the Spirit prompted him to speak. Acts 5:32 – God gives the HS to those who obey.Taken Ananias and Sapphira aside and offered repentance.Religious leaders not offered – only bc they closed their mind to it.Stood up for what God says.Time for the church to stand up for what God says, but not in a disrespectful, hateful, or violent way.



How many genders are there? 

“There are many different gender 
identities, including male, female, 
transgender, gender neutral, non-binary, 
agender, pangender, genderqueer, two-
spirit, third gender, and all, none or a 
combination of these.” 
https://teentalk.ca/learn-about/gender-identity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Gender identity is how a person feels and who they know them self to be when it comes to their gender. There are more than two genders, even though in our society the genders that are most recognized are male and female (called the gender binary) and usually is based on someone’s anatomy (the genitals they were born with). This is gender assignment and it is based on an assumption that someone’s genitals match their gender. However, gender isn’t about someone’s anatomy, it is about who they know them self to be. [above] We must practice love and respect while standing for truth simultaneously. What could Peter have done.Nothing. Refused to speak what the Spirit prompted him to speak. Acts 5:32 – God gives the HS to those who obey.Taken Ananias and Sapphira aside and offered repentance.Religious leaders not offered – only bc they closed their mind to it.Stood up for what God says.Time for the church to stand up for what God says, but not in a disrespectful, hateful, or violent way.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Poster on wall at local middle school during Pride Month:AromanticBisexualLesbianAsexualPansexualGay (MLM)AromanticPolyamorousDemiromantic



Next Steps. 

1.Is there an area in your life that 
satan is deceiving you? The only 
way we know the sound of satan’s 
voice is to know God’s word. His 
word is the tool that tests and 
reveals truth. Will you commit 
yourself to discovering what it says?

2.Is the HS calling you to take a stand 
against the lies our society is 
selling? 



Next Steps. 

1.Continue reading the book of Acts 
for this series. Pray this prayer, 
daily: 

• “Holy Spirit, I ask that you reinvigorate 
me, spiritually, and that you give me an 
opportunity, today, to give witness to 
Jesus Christ.”

2.Keep a journal of what the HS says 
to you during your readings. 
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