
Acts 4:5-13; 18-21; 29-31
Are We Recognizable as Having Been 

With Jesus? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Pentecost.Man born unable to walk, healed.Recognizable to all. Religious leaders are annoyed. Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears of the HS would be replaced by our friendship with the HS.That we become reliant upon the power of the HS so that our verbal witness of Jesus might be filled with the HS. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so that we might be useful for the purposes of the HS, whatever that might be.



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd 

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our 
fears of the HS would be replaced by 
our friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the 
purposes of the HS, whatever that 
might be.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Objectives.Context:



1. The HS is not an 
impersonal, 
spiritual force for 
the select few. 
The Spirit “takes 
life” (“born”) in the 
heart of a believer, 
and sends us out 
as life-givers to 
the world.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hs is not like Yoda, in Star Wars, a humanoid alien who trains Jeddi disciples like Luke Skywalker in the “ways of the Force.” Be “one with the Force.” Not impersonal, alien, spiritual force; Never “it”; personal pronoun. He speaks for himself on behalf of Jesus:A 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Never exalts himself; Jesus. J 15:26, “But when the helper comes, … who proceeds from the father, He will bear witness about me.”Seed of God born in believer's hearts. Acts 2:38 – Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the HS. 1 Jn. 3:9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. (ESV)Takes us just as we are. In our sin. In our suffering. In our failure and fears. Give us life. “you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the death. To this we are witnesses.”Proof he has taken life in Peter’s heart:V 4:8, Then Peter, filled w the HS, said to them,… V4:12. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized them as having been with Jesus. Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. (ESV)Acts 4:29-31  And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, …, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.



Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them … (ESV) 

2. Luke – Acts uses the 
phrase “filled w the HS” to 
describe a special spiritual 

empowerment for a believer 
who gives testimony about 

Jesus Christ. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Filled” - to cause someone to think in a particular manner, often as a means of inducing some behavior ; what wholly takes possession of the mind is said to fill it: In Luke/Acts to be filled w the HS refers to a special empowerment given to someone to proclaim the truth about Jesus Christ. Acts 2:4 (Pentecost); Acts 4:8  Then Peter, filled w the HS, said to them…A 4:31, And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:29-31 ESV)Acts 4:18-20 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard." (ESV)Phrase used to describe: JB: Lk 1:35Stephen – “full of the HS”; 7:55Barnabas 11:24; Jesus after baptism as he begins his ministry – L 4:1; Special measure is specific to the sharing of the facts of Jesus:Not Peter’s story but Jesus’ storyActs 23:11  The following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome." (ESV)Not about great catches of fish.Not about Peter’s 3x denial of Jesus only to be forgiven.Not about walking on water then sinking. 3 sermons – 2/3 this message:Repent – change your mind about Jesus.Turn towards God away from self.You will be forgiven of your sins. Be baptized as public testimony



Jn. 12:42-43 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities 
believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did 

not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the 
synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from 

man more than the glory that comes from God.

3. How do we explain the 
inability of the religious 

leaders to receive the gift 
of the HS that 1000’s did 

receive?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The religious leaders – why did they not open the gift?Unable to think for themselves? Family loyalties. Annas is Caiaphas’ father-in-law. HP and chief priest. Peer pressure. Sanhedrin. V15. Jewish heritage.Occupational loyalties. Not independent thinkers?You able to think for yourself?Afraid of their guilt of putting innocent man to death? Acts 5:28 ESV saying, "We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us." (Condemned Jesus for blasphemy; whom God raised from dead. God did raise him. They paid the soldiers. Matt 28They made God a liar. “Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.” (1 Jn. 5:10 ESV)Clearest message to date:Acts 4:11 Salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 



4. The testimony 
of their lips 
transformed 
the apostles 
so that they 
were 
recognizable 
as having been 
with Jesus.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Acts 4:12-13  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV)Acts 5:28-32  saying, "We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us." 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." ESV)Boldness before those intellectually supremePower to jail them.Had crucified Jesus alreadyActs 13:52  And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. (ESV) Gal. 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (ESV)Do you speak of Jesus sufficiently to identify yourself as a follower who have been with Jesus?How can I?Believer: Surrender all; Allow HS to claim more of you. Receive the commissioning of Jesus to speak on his behalf. Acts 5:32, “And we are witnesses of these things [Jesus], and so is the HS, whom God has given to those who obey him. [special measure]JeremyUnbeliever: Acts 2:38



Next Steps. 

1.Continue reading the book of Acts 
for this series. Pray this prayer, 
daily: 

• “Holy Spirit, I ask that you reinvigorate 
me, spiritually, and that you give me an 
opportunity, today, to give witness to 
Jesus Christ.”

2.Keep a journal of what the HS says 
to you during your readings. 
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