
Acts 2:37-47
The Unmistakable Evidence of the 

Holy Spirit in a Life

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Google definition of “evidence”:  the available body of facts or information indicating whether a belief or proposition is true or valid.Give you evidence of what the HS wants to do in our individual lives, and in our church.Objectives of Series:That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears of the HS would be replaced by our friendship with the HS.That we become reliant upon the power of the HS so that our verbal witness of Jesus might be filled with the HS. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so that we might be useful for the purposes of the HS, whatever that might be.Acts 2:37-47



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd person

of the Trinity, the HS; that our fears of the 
HS would be replaced by our friendship 
with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power of 
the HS so that our verbal witness of Jesus 
might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the purposes of 
the HS, whatever that might be.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Objectives.Context:



1. Peter was the 
same man after 
Pentecost that 
he was before --
except he was 
filled with the HS, 
and had 
surrendered his 
whole self to be 
used by the HS. 

Acts 2:37 Now 
when they heard 
this they were cut 
to the heart, and 
said to Peter and 

the rest of the 
apostles, 

"Brothers, what 
shall we do?" 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God’s new plan. Jn. 16:7-9 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; (ESV)Speak thru a spirit-filled follower of Jesus.  Why? We are not responsible for the hearer’s response:Same sermon, two different groups:V37 – “what shall we do?”Acts 5:29-33  But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.What if we stop speaking? 



2. If the “promise” 
to us is the same 
as the “promise” 
to those in the 1st

century, why 
would the result 
be any different 
for us?

Acts 2:39 "For the 
promise is for you 
and your children 

and for all who 
are far off, as 

many as the Lord 
our God will call to 

Himself." (NAU)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
V39. The promise is for:YouYour childrenFor all who are far offThe HS in us is the witness to us. Rom. 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, (ESV)Heb. 10:15-16  And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,“ He then says, 17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." (ESV)People are no different.  V39, as many as the lord our God will call to himself.  Jn. 6:44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. (ESV)Jn. 6:64-66  But there are some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father."  1 Pet. 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion …, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, …



3. The evidence of 
the indwelling 
presence of the 
promised HS is 
revealed by the 
changed lives of 
the first converts. 
Is this true for 
you and me?

• Acts 2:42 And they 
devoted

themselves to the 
apostles' 

teaching and the 
fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread 
and the prayers.
• Acts 2:46-47

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They were baptized. V41. Devoted to feeding on the Word. Jn. 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. (ESV) Jn. 16:14-15 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. Acts 2:40, Save yourselves from this crooked generation. Fellowship. v 42, 44, 46.Acts 2:14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, ESV)Breaking of bread. V46, “breaking bread in their homes”The prayer.3x a day. Morning, afternoon, and evening.Sharing in one another’s needs. V 45Selling their possessions distributing the proceeds to al.Witness to JesusV47. 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:47 ESV)United in purpose. Bethany Church is a vibrant, diverse, community of faith actively seeking Jesus Christ and sharing the love of God with our community and beyond. We are intentional about guiding people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, while actively and creatively serving others through local and international missions.



Next Steps. 

1.Continue reading the book of Acts 
for this series. Pray this prayer, 
daily: 

• “Holy Spirit, I ask that you reinvigorate 
me, spiritually, and that you give me an 
opportunity, today, to give witness to 
Jesus Christ.”

2.Keep a journal of what the HS says 
to you during your readings. 



Next Steps. 

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you an 
opportunity to speak a word to 
someone about Jesus, your church, 
or what the HS is doing in your life. 
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