
The Promise Worth Waiting For
Acts 1:4-11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context:Series on the person of the HS, the literal person of God, given to Jesus’ followers following his ascent into heaven. The Promise Worth Waiting ForContext for the book of Acts.Author – Luke, the physician. Theopolis, Luke – ActsLuke – what Jesus did and Jesus taughtActs – Acts of the HS to establish the church thru the work of the followers of Jesus. The first 30 years of the Acts of the HS to establish the church.Young people – singles, young adults, generation hope: Think about the next 30 years. What will your future be like if we continue as we are? What if you do not embrace the HS? What if you do not become empowered by the Spirit to be a sharer for Christ? What if your life is not filled with the HS, but instead, filled with what the world is selling? What will your future be like?



Objectives of Series:
1. That we embrace, welcome, the 3rd

person of the Trinity, the HS; that our 
fears of the HS would be replaced by 
our friendship with the HS.

2. That we become reliant upon the power 
of the HS so that our verbal witness of 
Jesus might be filled with the HS. 

3. That we be re-invigorated by the HS so 
that we might be useful for the 
purposes of the HS, whatever that 
might be.



1. Something big was on 
God’s calendar.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Something big is on God’s calendar. Why?Still waiting - 40. Acts 1:3Resurrection turned Fear to Faith.Mary Disciples in upper room, 2xroad to EmmausSea of GalileePeter – 1 Cor 15:5500 – 1 Cor 15:6“Team” has been reconfigured for what lies ahead.Numbers grow to 120 (v15)Replace Judas, w Matthias. Fallen leader – Peter reinvigorated. Getting ready for Big. Jesus gave them a reason to wait – still longer. John 7:37, …. If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. Jn. 14:16-18 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. (ESV) Jn 15:26  "But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.Jn. 16:7  Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. Ready to go but still waiting: HS is absolutely essential to their mission. No one left. They care about the mission. Timeliness of series:  “Anne Graham Lotz prayer posted over Instagram last week. “We are in a spiritual and moral free fall. A great darkness of lies, unbelief, ignorance, and evil covers the world. People are living as though You do not exist. I shudder to think of what future generations will face, the generations of my children and grandchildren. Unless they rebuild the foundation of authentic faith, our nation will crumble. It is crumbling now.”Why do they care? Bc God so loved the world…The task is impossible wo the Holy Spirit. Why? Bc Jesus told them to wait. If the church is afraid of the HS, how will that impact our “witness”?How would you describe your own beliefs about the Holy Spirit?Spooky.For Pentecostals, not Baptists. Don’t understand “it”I believe in Jesus; not sure what to believe about HS.I am afraid of what I can’t understand.



2. Who or what 
is the “Holy 
Spirit”?

• Acts 1:8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses . . .

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who or what is this Holy Spirit?Referred to with a personal pronoun, “he, Him.” Never as an “it.”3x Jn. 16:7-9 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.  8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; (Jn. 16:9 ESV) ESV)9x Jn. 16:13-15  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. (ESV)No verse refers to Jesus or God as an “it.”God, the Father, Jesus, the Son. He is 3rd member of Trinity, specifically gifted to his followers. Acts 2:38-39  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Referred to as:Spirit of God, Rom 8:9, 11Spirit of Jesus, Acts 16:7, Gal 4:6, 1 Peter 1:11,Rom. 8:9  You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. (ESV)  [Spirit of God and Spirit of Jesus both used in same verse.]Carries on the work of Jesus by indwelling believers. 1 Cor. 3:16  Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? (ESV)Joh 14:17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 1Co 3:17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. Primary role – to reveal Jesus and grow the body of Christ.John 15:26 "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,Never acts, speaks, heals, or ministers apart from the expansion of his church, the followers of Jesus.To destroy the work of the devil. Jesus invaded the territory of satan thru the cross and resurrection. 1 John 3:8b, The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.Invasion continues thru his followers after the Promise is receiv3d. Power flows thru me when I share Jesus w another.



3. How can we receive 
the power of the 
HS?

• Acts 1:8 … and you will be my 
witnesses . . . in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth."

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How can we receive the power of the HS?Believers are born of Holy Spirit in new life: Acts 2:38  "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.Turn to Jesus in surrender. Confess your sins to him and ask for forgiveness.  Power has a purpose; connected to my witness.To be a witness.Witness – who sees an event; first-hand knowledge; shares that first-hand knowledge. I testify to the truth of Jesus  "But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. (Jn. 15:26 ESV)Requires verbal testimony.Jerusalem – my home, my school, my friends.Judea and Samaria – area outside my homeplace.Requires reliance upon the Spirit to work thru me. To receive the Spirit is to rely on his supernatural power to bring life. HE “QUICKENETH” LIFE. Joh 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. KJV  6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.“by spiritual power to arouse and invigorate, …; of the dead, to reanimate, restore to life: … equivalent to give increase of life: …, endued with new and greater powers of life, Only with reference to what God, the HS does. John 5:21, Rom 4:17, 1 Tim 6:13 (KJV)2 Cor. 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. (ESV)



Next Steps. 

1. Begin reading the book of Acts for 
this series. Pray this prayer, daily: 

• “Holy Spirit, I ask that you 
reinvigorate me, spiritually, and 
that you give me an opportunity, 
today, to give witness to Jesus 
Christ.”

2. Keep a journal of what the HS says 
to you during your readings. 
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