
The Resurrection 
God’s Investment in Our 

Future 

John 17:1-5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context: Thursday evening b4 cross. Jesus looking thru to resurrection. Last prayer. Humanity is in a broken state.God’s purpose in christ?To restore that relationship.Three points: The resurrection is one of three  “investments” by God that together seek one “return.” It took Father and Son, acting together, to offer a personal relationship to us.Eternal life is God’s idea made possible by Jesus Christ. We do not have to wait until we die to receive it.



1. The resurrection is one of three  
“investments” by God that 
together seek one “return.” 

A.Three separate “investments” by God: 
1. Life of Jesus. John 1:18, 14:9
2. Death of Jesus. Isaiah 53:5; Rom 5:1-2
3. Resurrection of Jesus. Rom 1:1-3

B. God’s “return”? John 17:4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Three separate investments seeking one “return”:Investment: cost.Return: what I get back. Education – degreed or skill based. Cost: return is the salary you get having prepared. Cost/investment. Life – reveals who God is. John 1:18, No one has seen God at anytime. The only Begotten God, who is at the side of the Father, He has explained him.”John 14:9, To Philip who states, “Show us the Father and it is enough for us,” Jesus says, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know me? He who has seen me has seen the father.”Life reveals someone to trust. Woman at the well.Woman caught in act of adultery.Pick pocketedDeath – reveals the cost of grace for us. Isaiah 53:5, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our wellbeing fell upon Him. And by His scourging we are healed.” Romans 6:23, the wages of sin is death, But the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Rom. 5:1-2  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, ..It is not sin that condemns me as much as unbelief. Resurrection – brings it all together.  Resurrection is Gods megaphone. It allows God to speak as only he can speak. Rom. 1:4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, Foretold. Matt 16:21, Mark 8:31, Luke 9:22Only God.. God signed name.  Secures it all. What is God’s “return on investment”?Why? To reverse what Satan did in the Garden. 1 John 3:8b, the son of God, appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. Genesis 3:8, I was afraid of you, because I was naked. So I hid from you.1 Corinthians 5:19, that is, God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them and then trusting to us the message of reconciliation  17:2-3 That they may know you.  Not knowing about God, but knowing him, personally, intimately. To know God. V2 – 3, “to give eternal life to all you have given him. And this is eternal life – that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. To have knowledge of; to feel towards one; to be sure of, to be certain; Jewish idiom for a sexual intercourse. Personal. Oneness. 17:21, 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, ….Love relationship. Two way. Not duty; not legal arrangement.  Fell in love w my wife. How does one know what one does not know? Eternal life is God’s idea. His initiative. God wanted to know us. He wanted us to know Him. Would he incur the cost for that to happen?Illustrations:The story of Jesus, without the resurrection, is like: trying to play football without a ball. Like having a brand-new car without a key. Like a jigsaw puzzle that is missing a piece. Leonardo da Vinci’s painting of Mona Lisa, without Mona Lisa. like Mount Rushmore in South Dakota without the faces of the four presidents.  The resurrection is indispensable to the birth, the death, and the work of God through Jesus Chris. It would be like 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God’s story, His work, His effort, His investments, wo the resurrection is like Mt Rushmore wo the sculptures of the four presidents, Washington, Jefferson, Roosevelt and Lincoln.Mount Rushmore National Memorial in S Dakota. – Carved into the granite face of Mt Rushmore. "The purpose of the memorial is to communicate the founding, expansion, preservation, and unification of the United States with colossal statues of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt.“Sculptor Gutzon Borglum designed the sculpture, called Shrine of Democracy,[2] and oversaw the project's execution from 1927 to 1941 with the help of his son, Lincoln Borglum.[3][4] The sculpture features the 60-foot-tall (18 m) heads of four United States presidents: George Washington (1732–1799), Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826), Theodore Roosevelt (1858–1919) and Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865).[5] The four presidents were chosen to represent the nation's birth, growth, development and preservation, respectively
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Presentation Notes
God’s 3 investments wo the resurrection is like a 120K, Model X, Tesla, wo a charging port. 
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God’s Investment wo the resurrection is like Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting, Mona Lisa, wo Mona Lisa. What do we do with John 17:2? Jn. 17:2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. (ESV)The one’s he gives are the one’s who will respond to his invitation to eternal life. Jn. 6:64-65  But there are some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father." ESV)Two thieves on the cross.Ru. Won’t eat her food. Some wont eat. John 17:2 “to give eternal life to those you have given him.”



2. It took Father and Son, acting together, 
to achieve his purposes— the offer of a 
personal relationship with us.

• Jn. 17:1-3 …, and said, "Father, the hour 
has come; glorify your Son that the Son 
may glorify you, … to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. 3 And this 
is eternal life, that they know you the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. (ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
He prepares our hearts. Put eternity in our heart. Jesus is the answer to the longing in my heart of Eccl 3:11. He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has set eternity in the human heart; …. (Eccl. 3:11 NIV)Humans have a sense of eternity in our lives, an innate knowledge that there is something more to life than what we can see and experience in the here and now. Father glorifies the Son:To glorify?To honor, to render one worthyTo talk about accomplishments.Father reveals him.He told us Jesus was His Son. Matt 3:17Talks about him.OT prophecies.GospelsFollowers. Light of the world. We are his witnesses. Resurrected from the dead  Why do you seek the living among the dead?Overcomes death. John 10 – door to heaven. Firstborn of many brethren.Death does not have last word. Our loved ones in Christ. Son glorify the father?He is born a human to die a human. John 12:26Thy will be done. Laid aside his divine attributes; his heavenly abode. Born in a bag of bones called a human body.Have to have a lamb. He had the power and the authority to end his suffering, but chose not to out of his love for his father.It takes two (or 3?):The son to live and die.The father to raise the Son. The HS to indwell his followers as witnesses. 



3. God invested it all to make an offer 
to us – eternal life. Eternal life lasts 
forever; but it begins the moment I 
receive Jesus as my savior.

• Jn. 17:3 And this is eternal life, that 
they know you the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. (ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Eternal life is almost exclusively a NT concept. Eternal. 74x; 4x in OT. 4x deal w God as eternal.Eternity: 6x., 1x in OT.  “He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, (Eccl. 3:11 ESV)Eternal life: 43x, all in NT.Jesus Christ invested his life in our future. Future begins when I receive the gift of forgiveness by surrendering my life to Jesus.  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38 ESV)



Next Step.

1. To receive Christ’s offer of eternal life you 
must surrender your all to Him – that 
begins with your unbelief. What keeps you 
from believing Jesus today? 
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Eternal life is almost exclusively a NT concept. Eternal. 74x; 4x in OT. 4x deal w God as eternal.Eternity: 6x., 1x in OT.  “He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, (Eccl. 3:11 ESV)Eternal life: 43x, all in NT.Jesus Christ invested his life in our future. Future begins when I receive the gift of forgiveness by surrendering my life to Jesus.  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38 ESV)
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