
Reconciliation – the “Goal” 
of Forgiveness
Eph. 2:13-16 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The problem. 
Today – focus on the goal of forgiveness – reconciliation.
Reconciliation – helps us to better understand forgiveness – to release one from what he owes me.
Forgiveness is not natural. Getting even is. 

Context of the passage:
Early church.
Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians.
One issue - Jewish Christians believed that the Gentiles had to become Jews to be totally saved.
Had to observe the requirements of the Jewish faith
Purity - cleanliness and uncleanliness
Observe Jewish holidays.
Practice the ritual of circumcision
Two sides are at an impasse – in the church. The law has made them enemies. They are out of relationship within the church. 
Christ is all you need. You are saved by faith not by works. 2:8
Therefore, Christ has mediated peace between the two groups. 

Three points today:
Forgiveness and reconciliation are two different concepts. Forgiveness must occur first, then reconciliation.
Reconciliation, unlike forgiveness, requires repentance on the part of the offender. 
Christ died on a cross to reconcile the world to himself. How can reconciliation with others not be the goal for Christ’s followers?

Pray

Read Rom 12:16-21



Resources Used in Series

• The Bible – particularly the NT. 
• Total Forgiveness, R T Kendahl
• Forgive and Forget, Lewis Smedes



1. Forgiveness and reconciliation are 
two different concepts. Forgiveness 
must occur first, then reconciliation.

• Forgiveness - Luke 11:4 And forgive us our 
sins, For we ourselves also forgive everyone 
who is indebted to us. … 

• Reconciliation – Eph 2:13 – “you who once 
were far off have been brought near… 15 
For He himself is our peace, who made both 
groups into one, …”
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Forgiveness - Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins, For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. … 

A conscious act of obedience unto Jesus to release someone from a wrong or hurt committed against me (or someone I care about).
Luke 11:4, … as we forgive ourselves those who are indebted to us.
Debt is created by my pain.

To release. Christ released me.
Anger/Offender. 
Not get even.

For my benefit, not my offender.
One person. Wounded.
Offender action irrelevant.

Opens door to HS. Grieve Spirit.
Eph. 4:30-32  Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. (NAU)

Allows me to move forward. 
Chains are broken. 
Holding on to anger is the  fertile soil for more anger. It is the seed-bed of unforgiveness and the birthing ground for rage and bitterness, both of which grieve the HS and make me the victim of myself. Forgiveness frees my mind from the burden of revenge. It protects me and others from my next response to what has harmed me. Forgiveness begins when I choose to consider it, asking God to help me take the first step of obedience. Then, I willfully press “stop” on my accusing and revengeful thoughts. I press “play”  on my blessing thoughts. Forgiveness frees me from the event that created my pain and opens a door to possible restoration. I put myself in the position where I can faithfully embrace the reconciliation that Christ earned for me on the cross.  


Reconciliation – literally, come together; to restore a relationship. Making up. Starting anew. Fresh start.
Eph 2:13. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
Eph 2:15 “For He himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier …”

Thanksgiving Holiday:
Any “old, unresolved issues” come up at the table?
Any name calling? 
Any disrespect among members of the family?








2. Reconciliation, unlike forgiveness, 
requires repentance on the part of 
the offender(s). 

Reconciliation.
A. Takes two. V 2:15 (both groups); v 2:17
B. Requires repentance of the offender. Luke 

3:3, 8; Luke 17:3-4
C. Attempt to reconcile is commanded by Jesus. 

Matt 5:23-24; Rom 12:18
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Eph 2:13. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

Takes two.
V 2:15, “both groups into one.”
V 2:17, “preached peace to you who were far away and to those who were near.”
Barrier – both must let go of. “v15, “by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, …”
Unlike forgiveness. 
You cannot make someone be restored. 

Requires repentance by offending party (or both parties who wound each other).
Siblings; family. 
Sarah (abused her slave) and Hagar. (mocked Sarah)
Jacob and Esau – Gen 33
Jacob sought to appease. 
Gen. 32:20  20 … For he thought, "I may appease him with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterward I shall see his face. Perhaps he will accept me." (ESV) 

To repent:
John the Baptist:  Luke 3:3 And he came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; …  8 "Therefore bear fruits in keeping with repentance, …. (Lk. 3:8 NAU)
Confession. And apology.
Right the wrong.
Evidence of change.
Turning around.

What if no repentance?
No reconciliation. Forgiveness only.
Forgiveness does not mean it is OK to continue to harm me.
Continued harm - God does not want us to put ourselves in harms way. 
To forgive is not to take the way of weakness before one stronger. 

 Attempt to reconcile is Commanded by Jesus
Matt. 5:23-24  So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you [offender], 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. (ESV)
I know I have done something to harm you. I am to reach to my victim. 
Victim afraid.
Victim unwilling. 
Wait until the time is right. 
I am to apologize as offender and seek reconciliation
Wisdom. 
If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. (Rom. 12:18 ESV)

What about a marriage where infidelity has occurred:
Sexual infidelity in marriage is the permitted exception to divorce. 
Forgiveness is required but not reconciliation as husband and wife. 

What about family?
Two sides to each story.
Many wrongs on both sides.
Both sides:
Confess, right the wrong, evidence of change turn towards me.
How to say it:  “We both have hurt each other. 
I know I have hurt you; will you forgive me. 
Can we make up? Start over?





3. Christ died on a cross to reconcile the 
world to himself. How can 
reconciliation with others not be the 
goal for Christ’s followers?

A. The sins of the whole world are forgiven 
through the cross. 1 John 2:2

B. We receive forgiveness when we open the gift 
offered us by Jesus by faith. Eph 2:8

C. We are reconciled with God through our 
repentance. This restores us to God and 
makes us one with Christ. Acts 3:19, Acts 
2:38; 1 John 2:4-5
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Whole world is forgiven. But the whole world is not saved, not in relationship w God. 
1 Jn. 2:2  He is the propitiation [atoning sacrifice] for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (ESV)

Only those who place their faith in Jesus receive the gift of forgiveness. Faith opens the gift.
Eph. 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (ESV)
Forgiveness is the first part of a personal relationship w God. 
I repent by turning to God, surrendering to God. 

Repentance reconciles us to God. 
Acts 3:19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, (ESV)
Acts 2:38  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (ESV)
1 Jn. 2:4-5  Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: (ESV)




Next steps.

A. Use the “HELPS” tool and process an area 
of your heart where unforgiveness is tucked 
away. Listen to the series of sermons online 
again. 

B. Ask the Holy Spirit to identify those in your 
life you have forgiven but are not reconciled 
with. Pray about approaching them for 
reconciliation. 



Just like Christ
from the cross!

"Heal my wounded
heart, Jesus."

        Yield the space to
the Holy Spirit.

Free myself from the
burden of revenge.

Write them down.
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Hurts must be
identified, measured.
Bad emotions must
be put away, replaced.

Let my offender go.

Pray for my
healing.
Send blessings
on my offender.

Forgiveness Steps.
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Hurts must be measured.
Ignored, refusal to think about, is not measuring, Counting. 
Emotions must be replaced. 
Let my offender go. This breaks the chain that binds me to them.
Pray for my supernatural healing. Anger and the Holy Spirit cannot reside in the same place. Obedience releases the HS.
Send blessings. Jesus’ words as he died on the cross – “Father forgive them…”
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