
Overcoming the Unseen Adversary
Luke 5:37 - 39

No Advantage Taken by 
the Adversary
2 Cor 2:10-11
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Overcoming the Unseen AdversaryObjective of the series: To recognize his works – Deceiver, Accuser, Liar, and Tempter.Give us strategies to overcome him in Christ.Todays objective- prepare for the next encounter. Eliminate his advantage by knowing his schemes, his methods, his designs. Context.We saw last week that the origin of satan is described in Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14. Satan, created by God to be the good, perfect, anointed cherub, was not content with angelic-hood but wanted to be on Gods throne. He lost the battle along w 1:3 of heavens angels. He was thrust down, cast out of heaven, and became God’s adversary – his purpose to dethrone God and sever the relationship with God’s creation, beginning in the Garden of Eden.  satan tempted Adam and Eve to join him in the same rebellion he initiated when he became the originator of sin. The temptation he fell to, became the same temptation that he used against them – to be like God.  They listened to his voice rather than God’s. By that choice, Adam and Eve were given to the influence of the prince of darkness. That continued to be his purpose as he tempted the Jews to break covenant with God; and to do the same by hindering the personal love relationship that Christ established for his followers through his death on their behalf on the cross. In the NT, he is, among other terms, the “spirit of antichrist” which began with the resurrection and will continue until the time of Christ’s return in judgment at the end of this age.He is referred to therefore as God’s adversary in this series. His best way to wound the heart of God is to wound his children and turn us against God.Four points/observations I will make:We must become informed of the devil’s schemes..The adversary attacks us at places of emotional or physical needs or weakness. Unrepentant, active sin is an opportunity for his oppression, by our choice. The Adversary uses the flesh to open the door to sin.  Jesus has defeated him. He equips us with the spiritual tools to do the same.



1. We must 
become 
informed of 
the devil’s 
schemes. 

A. 2 Cor. 2:11 so that no 
advantage would be 
taken of us by Satan, 
for we are not ignorant 
of his schemes. (NAU)

B. Eph 6:11
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Scheme – a plan, devious in nature, that seeks to accomplish an objective.We must become informed on the schemes of the devil.  But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes. (2 Cor. 2:10-11 NAU)Eph. 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. Satan has an agenda against us. His ultimate objective is to destroy us. In order to do that, he will cheat, steal, lie and tempt. 



1. Deceives 2. Accuses

3. Lies 4. Tempts

4 Primary Works
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1 John 3:8, … the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The SOG appeared for this purpose to destroy the works of the devil. DALTHe Deceives. Rev 12:9  And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. To not believe. 2 Cor 4:4  “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.”  (NLT)To not use your spiritual gifts.To not be concerned about spiritual growth. To not be a part of a body of believers. Focus on this world rather than after life.Kids in sports but not church.He Accuses. Before God and in our head. Revelation 12:10 “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.’” Voice of condemnation in our head.Condemns me in sin even after forgiven.Condemns others – see the negativeGives me a judgmental spirit.Feeds a critical spirit.Slanders the church to keep people away or to keep us bouncing from one to the other.He Lies. The father of lies. No truth in him. J 8:44. It is his very nature. Jn. 8:44  "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (NAU)Moves away from good. Redefines good; right and wrong.Uses the voice we are most likely to listen to, powerful, $$, Idols.Floods the airwaves w untruth. Divide us.He Tempts. He is the father of sin. He birthed it. 1 John 3:8Makes society lawless.Cant even ask if the root is spiritual. Mystery of lawlessness – 2 Thess 2.1 Jn. 3:8  the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. (NAU)



2. The adversary 
attacks us at 
places of 
emotional or 
physical needs 
or weakness. 

A. Unmet sexual or 
emotional needs. 
• 1 Cor 7:5

B. Weakness – “wolf.”
• John 10:10-14
• 1 Thess 3:5

C. Lust of the eyes.
• Matt 6:22-23

D. Alcohol, drugs.
• Eph 5:18, 6:11
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Unmet Sexual or emotional needs.Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. (1 Cor. 7:5 NIV)Gen 4 – God word to Cain  “…, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it." (Gen. 4:7 NAU)Someone not your spouse to meet those emotional needs. Weakness1 Thess. 3:5  For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor would be in vain. (NAU)John 10:10-14  Wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them. Lust of the eyes. "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! (Matt. 6:22-23 NIV)David and Bathsheba. Alcohol and other chemical substances.Eph 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, … 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.He uses your “drug of choice” so you lose self-control. Deceives me, tempts me, lies to me:I can control myself.I got this What’s the harm of looking just a little?



3. When I am in  
unrepentant,  
active sin, I 
give him 
opportunity, 
advantage, in 
my life. 

A. Unforgiveness. 
• 2 Cor 2:10-11
• Matt 6;14-15

B. Unresolved anger.
• Eph. 4:26-27

C. Pride.
• Luke 22:31
• Luke 22:23-24
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Unforgiveness. 2 Cor 2:11. Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven-- if there was anything to forgive-- I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. (2 Cor. 2:10-11 NIV)Paul chose to forgive: that was his choice. To not forgive is also a choice.Matt. 6:14-15  "For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 "But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. (NAU)Unresolved anger.  Eph. 4:26-27  Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. (ESV)Anger is a seed bed for other sin.Misplaced anger.Self-pity. Negative thinking.Unforgiveness. Retaliation and revenge. Blame, slander, judgmental attitude.Spiritual pride. [I’ve got this. I have done it before. They may fail but I will not.]Lk. 22:31-34 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; Luke 22:23-24, They were discussing who was the greatest. Jesus tells them of his coming betrayal and death. V33, Simon, Lord, I am ready go both to prison and to death. … The rooster will not crow until you have denied me 3x. 



4. How can we take away his “advantage”?

1. Reject spiritual pride. 
2. Repent; close the door of opportunity to 

satan.
3. Set a personal strategy against “my” flesh.
4. Reject the condemnation tape.
5. Pray the protection of Jesus upon yourself.
6. Get an accountability partner to walk with 

you. 
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How can we take away his advantage?Reject spiritual pride – “I am good.”If Jesus was tempted, why would we not be? Rev 12:9 (deceiver of the whole world); Paul warns of being “outwitted by the devil , 2 Cor 2:11.Jesus prepared – why should we not? The wilderness was a time of preparation. Simon Peter. Matt 26:33-35  Yet, he not only deserted him but he denied him 3xRepent. When in sin, I repent; turn the opposite way; and claim the forgiveness I have in Jesus. Then act.“and when you have turned, strengthen your brothers.” Luke 22:32. Set a personal strategy against the flesh. What is your area of loss of self-control? Greed, Apathy, laziness, Anger, Self-pity, never done it that way before…Decide in advance Identify your triggers and avoid them.Walk by the spirit.Reject the condemnation message in my head and recognize where it comes from. [Next week].Just say “No.” Jesus quoted scriptures. Rom 8:1, Eph 6:17 – “… and the sword of the Spirit which is the WOG.Pray the protection of Christ upon ourself. John 17:15  I do not ask that you take them out of the world but that you keep them form the evil one.; Matt 6:13, Deliver us from the evil one. 2 Thes 3:3  The Lord is faithful… he will guard you against the evil one. Rom 16:20, The God of peace will soon crush satan under your feet.Job – satan granted perGet an accountability partner to walk with you. 1 Thess. 5:11  Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. (ESV)Prov. 27:17  Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. (ESV)Gal. 6:1-2 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (ESV)



Next Step:

1. Memorize 1 John 3:8b, “… The Son of 
God appeared for this purpose, to 
destroy the works of the devil.” 

2. Take a spiritual inventory of your life. 
Where in your life does satan have 
the “advantage”? Ask God how you 
can take his advantage away. 
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For believers in Jesus Christ – think of this as your Jesus train.Pilot/lead engineer:Jesus. Is at the wheel"Jesus, take the wheelTake it from my hands'Cause I can't do this on my ownI'm letting goSo give me one more chanceSave me from this road I'm onJesus, take the wheel"Tracks:His will for my lifeFuel: my prayer. 



• Four of his 
schemes:

A. Turns off the “spigot” 
of truth in my life.

B. Uses society as his 
“microphone”  of truth 
(and his “good”).

C. Makes himself not 
believable or too 
believable.
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Scheme – a devious plan to accomplish an objective – one of his works. Tries to turn off the spigot of truth in my life. John 8:31-32 –  So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide (continue) in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." (Jn. 8:31-32 NAU)Parable of the seeds: Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God.Seeds on the rock – no water. Luke 8:6 And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. [Belief must be fed like water feeds a plant in dry soil.]Seed beside the road -  " 12 "Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved.Seeds sown in the “thorns” – v 14 … they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. (Lk. 8:13-14 ESV)Use society to keep us away from God.1Jo 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 2 Thess. 2:7  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; …. (NAU)Imbalance of evil in our time?Acts 26:18, To open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and the power of satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.2 Cor. 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. He knows human nature (“flesh”) and uses it against us. Adam and Eve – Gen. 3:5-6  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.“ 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.  (ESV)Lust of the eyes, greed of the heart, getting even for the wrongs against me.Jesus – offered stone to bread after 40 days of fasing. 



satan lost.

1 Jn 3:8
Rev 12:11

The Jesus Model:
A. God’s word.
B. A believer who 

knows it, believes 
it, and uses it.

C. A believer who 
obeys it because 
God is good. 
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Satan lost. Matchup this afternoon.Best player against the weakest link.Matchup against the enemy:Gods word, believed, applied, and obeyed.


	Slide Number 1
	We must become informed of the devil’s schemes. 
	Slide Number 3
	The adversary attacks us at places of emotional or physical needs or weakness. 
	When I am in  unrepentant,  active sin, I give him opportunity, advantage, in my life. 
	How can we take away his “advantage”?
	Next Step:
	Slide Number 8
	Four of his schemes:
	satan lost.��1 Jn 3:8�Rev 12:11



