
Overcoming the Unseen Adversary
Luke 5:37 - 39

Learning from Jesus 
Matthew 4:1 - 11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overcoming the Unseen AdversaryObjective of the series: To recognize his works. To discover how Jesus has destroyed his worksTo learn how to overcome him in the power of the love of God.. Take away the mystery of this unseen adversary.Context.Adversary – Direct opponent of God and to all those who call God, Father, and Jesus, his son.Unseen – invisible to the human eye. Not seeable to flesh and blood.Yet revealed by Jesus and the NT authorsFour primary “works” in the Bible. Four points/observations I will make:Jesus  has taken away the mystery of the unseen adversary. The Adversary has four primary roles/functions.  Jesus was tempted w a specific strategy. So are we.We can be victorious with the same strategy used by Jesus. 



1. Jesus  has 
taken away 
the mystery 
of the 
unseen 
adversary. 

A. “Cherub” that sinned.
• Isaiah 14:12-15; 
• Ezek 28:13-19; 

B. Primary names in Bible:
• satan. 47v (33v NT)
• evil one. (10v NT)
• devil. 32v (all NT)

C. Appears in NT. 
• 60v out of 75v
• Jesus – 19x

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Star of the Morning,” Lucifer.Fallen cherub:Anointed cherub, perfectWanted to be worshipped. like God – Wanted to be worshipped, followed and obeyed. Cast out of heaven – 1/3 of angelic body. Isa. 14:12-15  "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! 13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' 15 "Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit. NAU)Ezek. 28:13-19  "You were in Eden, the garden of God;  … 14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers, And I placed you there. …. 15 "You were blameless in your ways From the day you were created Until unrighteousness was found in you. 16 "By the abundance of your trade You were internally filled with violence, And you sinned; Therefore I have cast you as profane From the mountain of God. …. 17 "Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; …. 18 "By the multitude of your iniquities, In the unrighteousness of your trade You profaned your sanctuaries. Primary Names:Satan (Hebrew – accuser; Greek - adversary)  47v (33v in NT)The evil one- 10v in NTThe devil. 32v in Nt. OT: rarely mention.Serpent- Gen 3Satan – Job. 11xZech 3. 1x Stands to accuse Joshua1 Chron 21:1, 1x moves David to sinNT:32x – devil (0 in OT)33z – satan10v – the evil one75V compared to 15v in OTJesus – 19xSatan – 14xThe Evil One – 4x. Matt 13:19, Eph 6;16Father of lies – 1x. No truth in him. John 8:44Why is satan nearly absent in the OT? Jesus revealed the one who has always been there, in the unseen world. 1 John 3:8, The Son of God appeared for this purpose – to destroy the works of the devil. If satan was not real, why did Jesus reveal him to be real?How can we take on a “non-Hollywood version of the adversary?This version – he is defeatedThis version – he is not cloaked and controlling of human beings.His objective does not change – to destroy – when we see him as Jesus has rendered him. The adversary has four primary roles – all leading to destruction of the target and what the target views as important. 



1. Deceives 2. Accuses

3. Lies 4. Tempts

2. Four Primary Works of the Adversary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
He is unseen – but real. Shadow.Jesus – nor Scripture say he is “NOT”He Deceives. Rev 12:9  And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. Rev 20:3 “… so he might not deceive any longer…”2 Cor 4:4  “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.”  (NLT)Course Correction.Deceives us into thinking that “I am OK”; DART space craft hit a planetary body this past week. Why? To see if the object could nudge it just a littleThe Deceiver tries to do the same thing. Nudge you off course.He Accuses. Before God and in our head. Revelation 12:10 “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.’” Voice of condemnation in our head.Voice that accuses us before God.He Lies. The father of lies. No truth in him. J 8:44. It is his very nature. Jn. 8:44  "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (NAU)Moves away from good. Redefines good. Uses the voice we are most likely to listen to.Floods the airwaves w negativity. Divide us. He Tempts. He is the father of sin. He birthed it. 1 John 3:81 Jn. 3:8  the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. (NAU)Adam & Eve in gardenAnointed cherub in Isaiah 14/Ezek 28, wanted to be worshipped. Box surrounded by light – symbolically represents that Jesus is the victor. We are the target. Believers, primarily. Children of God.



3. Jesus was 
tempted 
with a 
specific 
strategy. So 
are we. 

The Deceiver:
A. Chose the best 

stage.
B. Chose the right time. 
C. Chose the right 

“language.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chose the stage – Deceiver. Wilderness – place of preparation – and hardship.where Israel failed. where giants revealed themselves. Spoke to his thoughtsPain of the cross loomed? John 12:24Are you in your wilderness right now?Weakness, doubts, fears, and loneliness.Chose the right time – Tempter. 1st Tempt - breadButtons. Chose the right language – deceiver/liar. 2nd temptation Language of the target.  v62nd temptation – to Temple w Word of God.Scripture TempleUsed half truths. Liar. Temple – misapplied scripture in the house of the Lord. Does say - "'He will command his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'" (Matt. 4:6 ESV)Ps 91:11-12. Also says, “You shall not put the Lord to the test.”Scripture defines truth by its boundaries, one of the other. Do you think he still tempts with the misuse of scripture from the house of the Lord?



3. Jesus was 
tempted 
with a 
specific 
strategy. So 
are we 
(cont). 

The Deceiver:
D. Chose the right 

“tempters”: 
1. To be served.
2. To do his own thing.
3. Nothing like the flesh.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chose the right tempters. Tempters – “fruit of the garden”:to be served (stone to bread).to do his will (jump. God will save you)Enthrone flesh rather than the will of God.“Walk by the Spirit and you will not obey the lust of the Flesh.” Gal 5:161st temptation –to meet his needs rather than the needs of others.To be served. Washed the disciples' feet. Matt. 20:28  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." (NAU)Baby step away from his calling and purpose. Temptation for the church today?To be served rather than to serve? Pandemic taught us – we are to be served?2nd temptation - To do his will not the fathers. V 6. Throw yourself down … the angels will catch you.The son “showing off,” doing something apart from the father. The son only does what he sees the father doing. Jn. 5:19  Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. Had Jesus jumped, he would have died. V 3, 6, If you are  the SOG, prove it: You can save yourself. “If you are the SOG – try to get Jesus to prove himself, to trust in himself. 3rd temptation – satan offered Jesus his best “stuff”: “V8. Showed kingdoms of world and their glory. Power, money, to be #1All these I will give … if you worship me.Same temp he fell for.Same as Eve/Adam:The forbidden fruit.Used baby steps in 2/3 temptations. 1st temp – bread. He was hungry. Just this once. Where are the angels? Why not for me what I can do for them?Intimately kept him from the cross. 2nd temp – throw yourself down.  Just this once.“If you are …. Prove it to me. 



4. We can be 
victorious 
with the 
same 
strategy 
used by 
Jesus. 

A. Jesus used spiritual
weapons against a 
spiritual foe.

B. Jesus stood on what 
Scripture said.

C. Jesus obeyed God.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3  We are victorious with the same tools available to Jesus.. .Jesus used spiritual weapons against a spiritual foe:He fasted to overcome the flesh. (3rd temp)Scripture was quoted w every temptation. Jesus spoke it out loud. Eph 6:17  And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (NAU)Jesus stood firm in what the Scripture said. Refused to doubt or budge from it. Eph. 6:13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. (NAU)1 Pet. 5:8-9  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. (NAU)Jesus obeyed to God.Jas. 4:7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. (NAU)Satan lost. Satan is powerless against the Word of God.Satan will lose when believers believe and act on what they believe. 



satan lost.

1 Jn 3:8
Rev 12:11

The Jesus Model:
A. God’s word.
B. A believer who 

knows it, believes 
it, and uses it.

C. A believer who 
obeys it because 
God is good. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Satan lost. Satan is powerless against the Word of God.Satan will lose when believers believe and act on what they believe. 



Satan has lost because of Jesus. 

•1 John 3:8, … The Son of God appeared 
for this purpose, to destroy the works of 
the devil. (NAU)

•Rev. 12:11 "And they overcame him 
because of the blood of the Lamb and 
because of the word of their testimony, 
and they did not love their life even 
when faced with death. (NAU)



Next Step:

1. Memorize 1 John 3:8b, “… The Son of 
God appeared for this purpose, to 
destroy the works of the devil.” 
(NAU)

2. Take a spiritual inventory of your life. 
Is satan working to deceive you, 
accuse you, lie to you, or tempt you?
•Use the Jesus model to overcome him.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For believers in Jesus Christ – think of this as your Jesus train.Pilot/lead engineer:Jesus. Is at the wheel"Jesus, take the wheelTake it from my hands'Cause I can't do this on my ownI'm letting goSo give me one more chanceSave me from this road I'm onJesus, take the wheel"Tracks:His will for my lifeFuel: my prayer. 



2. The 
adversary
is made 
visible by 
the Light 
of Jesus. 

•But all things become 
visible when they are 
exposed by the light, 
for everything that 
becomes visible is 
light. (Eph. 5:13 NAU)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The devil knows his place. Scripture is our sword Obedience is our battle cry Be gone. The devil flees when we follow. Crush Satan under your feet 
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