
Making a Course 
Correction 
Numbers 13:25-
14:4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Numbers 13:25 – 14:4Overcoming the Fear of the FutureContext.430 years of slavery – Egyptian slavery; 10 miracles.Left Mt Sinai on the 2nd year, 2nd month. 20th day. 10:11Manna, Ex 14:11, then quailHow good life used to be. Complain again - Num 14:22 for 10th time. Spies sent out:   12, one per tribe.How do we overcome our fears of the future?Three points:The people’s mind-set was  predisposed to life as slaves. The “10” easily led them into fear and returning to their old lives.We must find Christ in our wilderness. We must surrender our lives to His will and trust His love and presence in our uncertainties.Uncertainty feeds fear bc the outcome is not clear. We are prone to take matters in our own hands. We must find the “Calebs” around us and listen to their Godly counsel.



1. The people’s mind-set was  predisposed 
to life as slaves. The “10” easily led 
them astray to return to their old lives.

1. Bad report (weighted to their perspective). 
2. Saw ourselves as “grasshoppers.” V 13:33.
3. God tricked us. 14:3; 
4. We can’t. 13:31
5. Why does this always happen to us? Lets 

go back to life as we know it. 14:4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The people’s mind-set was  predisposed to life as slaves. PREDISPOSITION – tendency to behave in a certain way; anger, fear, excitement, nervous energy, skepticism or faith. Theirs was “I can’t.” I am a slave, a victim. I have no control over what you do to me. I know – I am a grasshopper to you. Bad report (weighted to their perspective). V 13:27-29; 31-32Saw ourselves as “grasshoppers.” V 13:33. “Food to be eaten”God tricked us. 14:3; We are not able. We can’t. 13:31Why does this always happen? Lets go back to life as we know it. 14:4Justified their behavior - Reinterpreted the hand of God from love to hatred towards them:Moses’ description 40 years later:Deut 1:27, and you grumbled in your tents and said, 'Because the LORD hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us.  28 'Where can we go up? Our brethren have made our hearts melt, saying, "The people are bigger and taller than we; the cities are large and fortified to heaven. And besides, we saw the sons of the Anakim there."' (Deut. 1:27-28 NAS)What about you? Have you ever blamed God for something that you knew was your own choice? How do you see God’s hand in your life?Lam. 3:21-25  But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him." 25 The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. ESV)Jer. 29:11-14  For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. (ESV)Real change will require an honest evaluation of your own thinking:Is there a place you are in constant turmoil conflict or failure? That is your wilderness, What is your pre-disposition in your wilderness? Your tendency towards a behavior?Number your thoughts – bad report vs good?Are you blaming others (God) for your own choices? 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We saw ourselves as grasshoppers: who does not destroy a grasshopper?Food for birds, lizards, and other anthropodsGood to put on a hook to catch fishEat your plants, crops, tomatoes.



2. We must find Christ in our wilderness. 
We must surrender our lives to His will 
and believe him through our fears and 
uncertainties.

• Num 14:14 …, and your cloud stands over them and 
you go before them, in a pillar of cloud by day and in 
a pillar of fire by night.

• Num. 14:11 And the LORD said to Moses, "How long 
will this people despise me? And how long will they 
not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have 
done among them? (ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The people ignored God’s presence, Moses’ spiritual leadership, and fed their fears by assuming the worst to be their reality. A.  Ignored God’s presence:All night long they wept.  Yet God was in a pillar of fire, visible to the naked eye, that hovered over the “tabernacle” in the center of the encampment. Numbers 14:14. B.  Ignored their spiritual leaders:Their leaders - Moses, Aaron, supported by Joshua and Caleb. Egypt was about Moses as much as God.C. No evidence of surrender. No evidence of faith in God.Matt. 14:28-31 Peter in the boat beckoned by Jesus to come to him. And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." 29 He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" (ESV)D. God took their unbelief personal:And the LORD said to Moses, "How long will this people despise me? And how long will they not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? (Num. 14:11 ESV)Moses’ description 40 years later:Deut 1:27, and you grumbled in your tents and said, 'Because the LORD hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us.  28 'Where can we go up? Our brethren have made our hearts melt, saying, "The people are bigger and taller than we; the cities are large and fortified to heaven. And besides, we saw the sons of the Anakim there."' (Deut. 1:27-28 NAS)Do you think our world has lost sight of God?



Gallup – Global 
Emotions 2022
Rise of Unhappiness

• Loneliness – “330 mill adults go 
at least two weeks wo talking 
to a single friend or family 
member. 1/5 of all adults to 
not have a single person they 
can count on.” 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many things make people unhappy, but there are five significant contributors to the rise of global unhappiness: poverty, bad communities, hunger, loneliness, and the scarcity of good work.The world is also struggling from a silent pandemic — loneliness. Gallup finds that 330 million adults go at least two weeks without talking to a single friend or family member. And just because some people have friends, it doesn’t mean they have good friends. One‑fifth of all adults do not have a single person they can count on for help. Global misery is also increasing because of an everyday aspect of life — work. Many believe that a good, solid paycheck satisfies your work needs when in fact people who are miserable at work are statistically more likely to experience negative emotions than someone who has no work at all.A world filled with negative emotions makes people behave differently. Our emotions influence our decisions, actions and even our cognition — sometimes for better, sometimes for worse. But when our bodies and minds are overwhelmed with the worst emotions, our chances of making regrettable decisions increase. And acting out on negative emotions spreads negative emotions faster than a virus, especially when amplified over social media.



Gallup – Global Emotions 
2022
Enjoyment, Smiling, and 
Feeling Well-Rested Vanish

• Green - % Enjoyment 
• Red - % Smiled/laughed 
a lot 
• Blue - % Well-ested

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Green - % Experienced enjoyment Red - % Smiled or laughed a lot Black - % Felt well-rested 



Gallup – Global Emotions 
2022
Sadness, Stress and Worry 
Hit Record Levels

• Green - % Sadness
• Red - % Worry
• Blue - % Stress

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Green - % Experienced enjoyment Red - % Smiled or laughed a lot Black - % Felt well-rested 



3. Uncertainty feeds fear bc the 
outcome is not clear. We are prone 
to take matters in our own hands. 
We must find the “Calebs” around 
us and listen to their Godly counsel.

•Surrounding myself with “Calebs” rather than 
the “others” will help me to hear the way of 
God rather than the way of fear. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Notice the counsel of Caleb:Num. 14:7-9  7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, "The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 "If the LORD is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us-- a land which flows with milk and honey.  9 "Only do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them." (NAU)Notice the counsel of God to Joshua:Jos. 1:6-8  Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. (ESV)  4x – Be stong and courageous.Fear of failure feeds our aversion to change.  2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. (2 Tim. 1:7 NAU)What voices do you listen to?News mediaOthers prone to fearCalebs?



Concluding thoughts.

1. Examine your thought life. Are there areas 
in your thinking that are a hindrance to 
your believing God through your fears and 
uncertainties. 

2. Who are you listening to in your fears? Do 
you have any “Calebs”? The church is called 
to be a community of Calebs. Are you being 
a Caleb of faith or a voice of fear? 



• Let us go up.
• We are able.
• God will go 

with us.

Israel’s “normal”:
• Slave mentality
• Not my fault
• We are not able.Change of Mind

Israel’s “Normal” Caleb Embraced 
The Future w God.

Israel’s Model for Change

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John had to embrace the “stress” of a new model for his life.Are you in the bubble or in the stress?
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