
Prayer of Jabez
1 Chron 4:9-10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All at different places. Some have never prayed; do not want to learn. God has too many people to deal w who have real problems. Angry at God bc u did pray once or twice, did not go well. For others, Prayer is like breathing. As you think you pray. Your prayers include family, friends, church, nation and world. You know that in the same way that Jesus’ prayers are still “working,” today, that is, still active in our world, so are yours. The only thing that will cease the efficacy of your prayers for the lost is the end of this age. My prayer is that in this series, wherever you are when we begin, that in the end, God will change your prayer habits ; that he will enlarge your boundaries in prayer, and you will know God more personally thru your prayer life. PointsHe called on GodBless him indeed: Enlarge his borderHis hand be w himKeep him from evil that he not cause pain to himself or others. Wounded people hurt other people God can change our Destiny from pain to honor when we see his will as a blessing Prayer



What is prayer?

Talking to the creator in the belief that he is there, 
wants to listen, and wants to reveal himself as real 
by doing as I request of him. (John 15:7-8) 
“Prayer is the belief that my prayers put God to 
work” in what he already wants to do (EM 
Bounds). 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John 15:7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For believers in Jesus Christ – think of this as your Jesus train.Pilot/lead engineer:Jesus. Is at the wheel"Jesus, take the wheelTake it from my hands'Cause I can't do this on my ownI'm letting goSo give me one more chanceSave me from this road I'm onJesus, take the wheel"Tracks:His will for my lifeFuel: my prayer. 



Jabez was an ordinary man who exists in 
biblical history solely bc of his prayers. 

A. Only in this passage. (City in 1 Chron 2:55)
B. One name in 9 chapters on genealogy. 
C. No ancestors, descendants or other named 

relatives mentioned. 
D. One name and a story, linked to his prayer life. 



1. Jabez had to ask.  

A. God made himself real to Jabez thru Jabez’s 
prayers. 

B. Jabez was identified by [the constancy of] his 
prayers and his testimony. 

C. Jabez’s destiny was changed by his prayers.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God became real to Jabez thru his prayers. Jabez’s prayer was against the theology of his day (and Jesus’ day):Retributive principle: God prospers the righteous and punishes the wicked. If you are sick…Jabez’s name – sounded like the Hebrew name for pain.His mother said this is why I named him this way: “Because I bore him in pain.” Breach? 9 months of carrying him with one problem after another?She was in pain – the loss of her husband? She is grieving him all the while she is carrying Jabez??  She named him, not the husband.He who causes pain.” Why? Bc someone in Jabez’ family had done something wrong. John 9:2. Jesus and the man born blind: Who sinned, this man or his parents? It is not that this man sinned – but that God would be glorified.” What Jesus meant was, “God wanted to change the way you think about pain and suffering and its connection with the blessings of God.”Jabez asked when everyone told him there was no need to ask. Can you relate?Believers' prayers are answered bc of what Christ has done; in Christ, I am a son of God: But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" (Gal. 4:4-6 NAUIs your prayer life hindered bc you have not understood how God sees you, through the blood of Jesus?Jabez was identified by the constancy of his prayers combined with his testimony. Prayers had to be his life. It’s not what he did in a time of crisis. Jabez had to give testimony that connected blessings and prayer.He is there bc of the miracle that God did in his life; Jabez prayed, and God changed things.Oswald Chambers on prayer:“We tend to use prayer as a last resort, but God wants it to be our first line of defense. We pray when there's nothing else we can do, but God wants us to pray before we do anything at all. Most of us would prefer, however, to spend our time doing something ourselves that will get immediate results.Jabez’s destiny was changed by his prayers. Name was a self-fulfilling prophecy.One who causes pain. One who brings blessings.He was taught that. He refused to believe it. His family history did not define him.More honorable. Not like his brothers.Presence of God in a life yielded to him changes people. He who causes pain was changed to he who causes blessings. Suppose Jabez had not asked? Jacob’s prayer. Gen 32:28 Then he said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed." Unique story of Jacob who wrestles, literally, with the angel of God, all night. The wrestling is symbolic of one who is struggles w God in prayer, over a request so important that for it not to be answered would be likened to one’s death In this case, Jacob is at the edge of Esau’s territory, and he and his entire tribe are about to enter into it. He has been informed that Esau is in route to meet him along w 400 men. To Jacob, death of the entire tribe is assured unless God does something.  Moses’ prayer. Deu 26:15 Look down from your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless your people Israel and the ground that you have given us, as you swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.  …  18 "The LORD has today declared you to be His people, a treasured possession, as He promised you, and that you should keep all His commandments; 19 and that He will set you high above all nations which He has made, for praise, fame, and honor; and that you shall be a consecrated people to the LORD your God, as He has spoken."The blessing of Moses upon the people of Israel as they are about to enter the land promised to them by God. Moses prays for the Lord to bless them as the treasured possession of God.Mat 7:7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  Matt 18:19, “if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my father in heaven. Mark 11:24, Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.John 14:13, Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the father may be glorified in the Son. John 15:7, If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be granted to you. By this is my father glorified that you bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples. Mat 7:7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.Joh 15:7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. Joh 16:24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. Jam 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 1Jo 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.The asking proved the relationship w God was real. God granted his request – in the granting of the request he is made more honorable than his brothers. 



2. Jabez prayed himself into the divine will 
and blessings of God.

A. Jabez believed that God had a specific 
blessing for him. He asked for that blessing. 
• Jabez gave God a “clean sheet of paper.” 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jabez prayed himself into the divine will and blessing of God. He believed God for a specific blessings.“Oh, that thou wouldst bless me indeed” Jabez gave God a blank sheet of paper and petitioned him to fill it out.I choose you, God. I choose your will and your ways.I choose the “tracks of your will,” not mine.Matt. 6:6-10  "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 7 "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 "So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. (NAU)God had revealed himself:To be good.To be trustworthyTo be faithful To be loving.God – I choose you. I choose your blessings. 



3. The prayer of Jabez challenges us to 
pray bigger, for blessings beyond my 
reach. 

Oh, that you would bless me indeed:
A. That your “borders be enlarged in my life.” 
B. That your hand would:

1. protect me from evil/harm
2. that evil would not “pain” me (or others).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What Jabez believed about God is revealed by the bigness of his prayers. That his borders be enlarged. Enlarge – make greater, grow great, increase, multiply. Land? Wealth? Increase his self reliance?More of what Eve and Adam desired? Satan’s trinkets?Influence for God whether thru lands, wealth, possessions, goodness, holiness; testimony.Wealth, riches? Not in the genealogy bc he was rich but bc God reversed his course thur prayer and made him a man who honored God and what God had done in his life. Nabal. Riches are poor comforters. False blessing.Fame. Fame destroyed King Saul. Greater fame does not bring happiness. Most famous are often the most needy. Influence for God.Greater reachGreater testimonyGreater impact. Solomon’s prayer. Is it wrong to ask for God to prosper us financially? To have goals for financial enlargement? Depends. Would a loving parent not pray that prayer for his son or daughter? Rich man and his hoarding. Luke 12:18 "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.“’ 20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 21 "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”Jesus’ warnings about our treasures. Matt. 6:19-21  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (NAU)Jesus’ warning about money. Lk. 16:13  "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." (NAU)Prayer of Jabez about the prosperity gospel? Prov. 30:8-9  Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, 9 That I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the LORD?" Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God. (NAU)Matt 6:11, “Give us this day our daily bread.”Ps. 16:5-6  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (ESV)Grant me the wisdom to use my resources whatever they might be to the benefit of God and his kingdom. 2 Chr. 1:9-12  "Now, O LORD God, Your promise to my father David is fulfilled, for You have made me king over a people as numerous as the dust of the earth. 10 "Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people, for who can rule this great people of Yours?" 11 God said to Solomon, "Because you had this in mind, and did not ask for riches, wealth or honor, or the life of those who hate you, nor have you even asked for long life, but you have asked for yourself wisdom and knowledge that you may rule My people over whom I have made you king, 12 wisdom and knowledge have been granted to you. And I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the kings who were before you has possessed nor those who will come after you." (NAU)Jabez’s prayer ends in wisdom:That your hand would be with me.To protect me from evil.That evil would not cause pain. 



Next steps:

1. Will you pray the Prayer of Jabez for the entire 
month of July, 2022? Keep a record of how 
God “blesses you, indeed.” Give a “shout out” 
for God when it happens. 

2. Have you gotten a prayer partner yet? 
• “For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them." (Matt. 18:20 ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do we need a change of mind? Do we need to repent? About connecting with other believers?About reaching into the lives of others by being present with them? Small group? Bible study? 
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