
Eph 5:22, 25-28; 31-33
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Presentation Notes
Introduction:God is good and marriage is good. That should not be a surprise. We saw what God said last week and we saw the statistics behind social behaviors, marriage versus cohabitation, And they demonstrated the truth of that statement.Perception of how bad marriages are; yet, when asked whether they were satisfied with their marriage, 72% said yes.God has given as a model whereby we can experience good in our relationships with our spouses? That  Is what I want to talk about today.  Divorce rate is not 50% but less than 33%; Christians who attend church regularly, its another 25% lower than that %.We do struggle in our marriages:For some of us the reason is because we haven’t seen the Bible as a guidebook for how we are to relate to one another in marriage. We may even be in marriage counseling but unless the marriage counseling brings God’s guide into the counseling, how will we ever walk in the goodness of marriage that God intended for us? Whether you have been married for 50 years of more or five years or less, how can your marriage be better? The answer is only if you apply Gods coding to your relationship. Read Eph 5:22-33Prayer



A. TWO PERSONS TO COMPLETE GOD’S DESIGN. GEN
1:26, 2:18.

B. DIFFERENT BY DESIGN.
C. ACCOMPLISH GODS PURPOSES TOGETHER. ECCL

4:9-12

1. GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE INCLUDES TWO
OPPOSITE-LIKES WORKING AS PARTNERS.
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Gods design for marriage includes two opposite-likes working as partners.Partner or adversary?
Two persons that complete His image.  Gen 1:26, 2:18Complete each other. Us - image. Gen 1:26; Man alone? Gen 2:18Inferior.Dominance. Humility. Jesus submitted to the father in Phil 2:7. He humbled himself in voluntary obedience to attend to the cross. He became a servant not as a lesser, but as one who took on a role as directed by the father. Different by design. Interdependent.   Physiological, biological, emotional differences. Think, communicate differently. Requires commitment to survive..Boys birthday.Superman cakeAthletic gear.Accept differences as not right or wrong. Blame. Criticism.Ladder illustration.Accomplish  the “good purposes” of God together:Creators of new life.Husband and wife do what God did w first born man and woman. Balance each other in opposite sides or ways. Blended.  Two heads are better than one.  Eccl 4:9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 11 Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him-- a threefold cord is not quickly broken.Where he is weak, she is strong. Where she is weak, he is strong.Partnership: Royster & SmithBalanced each other. We needed each other. Organization to succeed.



• INHERENT DIFFERENCES: EVERY CELL IS CODED
WITH GENDER: “XX” (FEMALE) OR “XY” (MALE). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every Cell Has a Sex: X and Y and the Future of Health CareAugust 30, 2016Yale School of Medicinehttps://medicine.yale.edu/news-article/every-cell-has-a-sex-x-and-y-and-the-future-of-health-care/Debbie and I are very different. Although we may both speak to English language, often times wonder if she learned a different version.Masterlife. House is clean. Closing cabinet doors. Putting my clothes away. Drop zone rule. Clothes in basket is how you tell me. 



• DIFFERENCES REQUIRE COMMITMENT TO EACH
OTHER TO BE SUSTAINED.
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Presentation Notes
Because John and I had opposite gifts and experiences, our partnership flourished. How you see your spouse will impact your ability to put into practice what God says about marriage and how it is to work.



A. ACT OF OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST (NOT TO MY SPOUSE). EP
5:21-22

B. CHRIST LOVED THE WORLD BY DYING FOR THE SINS OF
THE WORLD. THIS WAS AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL SERVICE. 
HUSBANDS ARE TO SERVE THEIR WIVES IN THE SAME
WAY; AS AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL SERVICE. EPH 5:26-27

C. EACH HAVE AN ASSIGNED ROLE THAT EMBRACES THE
NEEDS OF THE OTHER.

2. A BELIEVER’S REVERENCE FOR CHRIST IS THE HEART
OF FULFILLING GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE.
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A believers reverence for Christ is the heart of fulfilling God’s design for marriage.Act of obedience to Christ not my spouse.V 21-22.  “submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. Not mutual submission to each other, but to Jesus. Wives, … to your husbands as to the Lord.”… v 25, Husbands love your wives… v33, let the wife see that she respects her husband.Mutual submission to Christ:Husbands by loving leadershipWives by honoring followingChrist loved the world by dying for the sins of the world. This was an act of spiritual service. Husbands are to serve their wives in the same way; as an act of spiritual service.V 25-27-  Christ’s role from the father – humble himself, take on the role of a servant, and submit his body to death; thereby accomplishing the cleansingHusbands here is how you submit to Christ:Eph. 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. (ESV)I love my wife by taking care of myself spiritually.  I put Jesus first. Matt 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (ESV)Luk 1:17 "It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." More I love Jesus, the more love I have to give to my wife and children, to everyone. Who is “leading” in your home in the area of your relationship w Christ?I put my wife next. By giving her someone to follow: Initiative. Intentions not acted upon are tomorrow’s excuses. Love in Bible. Not romantic feelings but acts of service thru prayer. Cannot command romantic feelings. Matt. 5:43-44 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, (ESV). Lk. 10:27 And he answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself." (ESV)Jn. 14:23 Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. (ESV)Leading in the bible. Jesus redefines meaning of leadership:Matt. 20:25-27  But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, (ESV)Toxic leadership –DominationBecause I said soLoud, angry, punitive.Wives here is how you submit: By rejecting the world’s message about submission.Role - Not a less than. Complete him. God brought you together. By respecting him, unconditionally, rather than criticizing him. Love & Respect. Cause and affect relationship. She builds him up. He serves. He provides. He cares for her. By “spinaching” him. You are a hard worker.You have what it takes.I believe in you.I am proud of you.Proverbs 14:1 “The wise woman builds her house, But the foolish tears it down with her own hands.”Each have an assigned role that embraces the needs of the other. 1 Cor 7:3 The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  (1 Cor. 7:3-5 NAU



• GOD, HUSBAND, AND WIFE ARE TO FUNCTION LIKE
A LADDER WITH GOD AT TOP, THEY AT THE BASES.
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Sides are different. Together they support the weight of a person going up. They complement one another. The top piece – holds the two together as does the middle support. One person at a time:The strong side:The gifts of male or female in need for the moment. Boys:Mothers hands.Fathers hands. Each had a role.Role of balance, not of dominance. But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, (Matt. 20:25-27 ESV)



•“. . .a woman cannot properly be the responder, 
unless the man is properly the initiator.  He must 
take the lead in order that she may follow, as in a 
dance.  The willingness of each to perform the 
“steps” that have been choreographed gives the 
other freedom.” 

(The Mark of a Man, Elisabeth Elliott)

HUSBANDS LEAD BY TAKING THE INITIATIVE NOT BY
CONTROLLING OR ANGERS. 
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When a husband fails to accept his role as “initiator,” the wife is often required to assume the role by forfeit. In so doing, she is forced to take on the role normally associated with his “strength.” The result is she becomes the stronger of the two.  Unless a change is made in the “environment,” and the husband begins to take on the initiative, she will eventually become the dominant partner in the marriage; and, God’s design will thereby have been violated.Like a muscle forced to assume responsibility for one that has been injured, this can work for a time; but eventually, the muscle begins to weaken and deteriorate.  It was not designed to carry the load of two; so, failure is only a matter of time.  Likewise, when a wife takes on the responsibility as initiator in the home, it helps for a while, but eventually it builds resentment, anger, and bitterness in the husband.  This is so even when the husband refuses to initiate.



1. EXAMINE YOUR ROLE IN YOUR MARRIAGE. ARE YOU
WALKING IN YOUR WILL OR CHRIST’S?

2. CONFESS YOUR SIN TO CHRIST, TODAY. ASK HIM TO
FORGIVE YOU. THAT IS WHAT THE CROSS ENABLES US TO
DO. 

3. DISCUSS THIS WITH YOUR SPOUSE. TOGETHER, CHANGE
ONE THING TO BRING YOUR RELATIONSHIP IN LINE WITH
GOD'S PLAN. 

3. DO YOU WANT TO BUILD YOUR HOME GOD’S WAY
OR YOUR WAY?
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Presentation Notes
Complete change in how you respond to your mate. Break the cycle. Who initiates:Husband or the mist spiritually mature one. 



1. THE CROSS REVEALS THAT RIGHT AND WRONG
MATTER TO GOD. JOHN 1:17(a), ROM 3:23-24

2. THE CHARACTER OF GOD AS GOOD IS REVEALED
UNDER THE STRESS OF THE WOUNDS OF THE
CROSS. ISAIAH 53:4-7

3. JESUS IS GRACE AND TRUTH MADE REAL. JOHN
1:17(b).

SPIRITUAL TRUTHS FROM 1ST SERMON:
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The cross reveals that right and wrong matter to God. John 1:17(a), Rom 3:23-24.We are all sinners. There is none righteous in the sigh of God. The character of God as Good is revealed under the stress of the wounds inflicted upon His son. Isaiah 53:4-7Jesus had the power to come off the cross but did not bc of how much our forgiveness mattered to him.Jesus is grace and truth made real. John 1:17(b).We are called to stand for truth – we must repent of our sins and go and sin no more.We are called to stand for grace – Christ does not condemn because he has already taken our condemnation upon himself on the cross.Jesus and woman at well who was living with a man not her husband; what if Jesus had  brought that up as a first statement in the conversation? The discussion would’ve ended. The woman nor the people in her village would’ve had the opportunity to drink and Living Water that Jesus provides.Our objective is not to win the argument. Rather, to continue the discussion no the one who died for all the rules with a broken. And him his life. Forgiveness for the rules we have all  broken.Only Jesus can heal a broken heart. Only the Holy Spirit can convict of sin. If we can continue the discussion, we give Jesus the opportunity to do both.
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