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PrayerThe ProblemCultural narrative and Christian narrative.TV bombardment. Christianity silent.Opposite.Our stance is misrepresented or slandered by opposition Hate speech Key to understanding the Christian narrative.Character of God. Boss, teacher, coachSeries:What is the Christian narrativeTool to continue the conversation Only Jesus can claim heartJesus is the game changerVideo from Tim Keller.Did the cross/resurrection occur? If so, it is a game changer.Why?



A. MOSAIC LAW. JOHN 1:17
B. JESUS BRINGS SOMETHING MORE THAN THE LAW

PROVIDES OR DEMANDS. JOHN 1:17
C. IF JESUS IS THE ANSWER TO THE LAW WOULD NOT GOD

BE THE ONE WHO BEST DEFINES WHAT IS RIGHT AND
TRUE? 

D. WHAT GOD CREATED MALE AND FEMALE WAS VERY
GOOD. 

1. THE CROSS REVEALS THAT RIGHT AND WRONG
MATTER TO GOD.
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Will you assume the following: The cross and resurrection did occur. Why, then, is it a game changer?Read John 1:14-17The cross reveals that right and wrong matter to God. Or, to put in the vernacular of the great preacher, Charles Spurgeon: Discernment is not knowing the difference between right and wrong. It is knowing the difference between right and almost right.” — Charles Spurgeon.Using Spurgeon – the cross reveals that right and almost right matter to God.Mosaic law. Joh 1:17 states, “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.” The law given through Moses includes sexual ethics, the definition of what is morally right or wrong in the sight of God. Exodus 20 states:I am the Lord God, you shall have no other Gods before me.You shall not take the name of the Lord in vainRemember the Sabbath and keep it holyHonor your father and mother that your days may be longYou shall not murderYou shall not commit adulteryYou shall not stealYou shall not bear false witness against one anotherYou shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods. Jesus brings more. More to it than “Thou shalt not.”Jesus’ death - law its teeth.Gift of salvationJesus is the answerIf Jesus is the answer to the demands of the law would not God be the one who defines what the question is? That is, what is right and true? Individual, society or God?: Rape. Victim or perpetrator?Cheating. Teacher or student?Incest. Victim or the abuser?Adultery – the wife victimized or the husband who is unfaithful?The many voices that define “relative truth” today – that is, what works for me. :R&B rap, “doing me.” I’m just doing me. I'm just doing me me me me, Why don't you do you? …. You're following the crowd, I'd rather break rules. You're copying trends I'd rather invent. I've got nothing to prove but neither do you. Said I'd rather do me, so you can do you. You're following the crowd, I'd rather break the rules. And you're copying trends I'd rather invent. I've got nothing to prove but neither do you.. I’m just doing me.Culture as the answer. Trust culture? I’d rather do me. What works for me is true. I define my rules. Not you, certainly not God.What happens to a culture when it becomes cool to follow individuals who are “doing me”? If there was any voice I would not trust it would be the voice that is only in it for Me!Isaiah 29:16 You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no understanding”? I have discovered something. My gray hair and beard testify to it -- I fall down.Athletics – I am human. Mistakes. Fail. Interceptions. Air balls. Strikeouts. I know how to misread God’s will for my life. Olympics. Best in the world fall down. Favorites – 3x times. I am not the best judge to define right, almost right, or downright wrong. I have learned by falling down that God is far more able to define right and wrong, good and bad, than I will ever be. I have discovered something. What God created male and female, dad and mom, is very good. Source greater. He created me in his image.God designed me soGod know e bestTake the Family as an example. God designed as male and female. Born bc they were male and femaleMy dad – grace. Being there.  My mom – strength. in her blue chair. Preparing for her next Sunday School class. Completed one another. Taught me about the beauty of the image of God. God looked on what he had done and it was very good. When I look at the cross, I think about the Creator of the universe. The supreme being who made me, designed me, and gave me a set of rules and boundaries because he loved me. Then took my shortcomings, my failures, and redeemed them when his son died in my place. Jesus is his answer to all my questions. For me, the cross of Jesus truly is a game changer. 



A. WHAT IS “GOOD”?
B. HOW DO WE KNOW GOD IS GOOD?
C. WHY DID JESUS NOT COME OFF THE CROSS? 
D. JESUS’ WOUNDS RENDER HIM WORTHY TO

DEFINE WHAT IS RIGHT. 

2. THE CROSS REVEALS THE CHARACTER OF GOD AS
“GOOD,” CHISELED, BLOW BY BLOW. 
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2. The cross reveals the character of God as good, chiseled, wound by wound.What is good? Good, kind person. Good giver, generous in giving. Good, he does good things. Revealed by sacrifice of himselfLeft behind. Columbia.Took up. Human form. Purpose was death. Stress refined good. Jesus and the cross. Is. 53:4-7 “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth. (NAU)Think of the stress. Garden. Sweat drops of blood. Physical pain endured. Emotional pain endured.Spiritual pain – became sin on the cross.My God, my God why.Why did he not come off the cross? He had the power to stop it. Pontius Pilate – you have only the power givenI can call down a legion of angels.Because of his love for us.Isa. 53:10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, NAU)In his goodness, he became our guilt offering. His goodness was chiseled, wound by wound, so that his offering would be sufficient to grant us forgiveness for our sins.Jesus’ atoning wounds for us render him worthy to define truth for us. Sexual boundaries are for my good.Gender boundaries are for my good.John 1:4 states, “In Him (Jesus) was life. And the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness could not comprehend it.”The cross of Jesus is a game changer because it reveals the depth of human suffering that Christ willingly endured so that he could be the sin offering for you and me. The innocent giving his life for the guilty. That is a good God. That is the purest form of good there is. He willingly endured it for me. How could he not be the one who defines right and wrong for me? 



A. CHRISTIANS ARE CALLED TO BE “DISCIPLES” IN
THEIR SEXUAL CHOICES.
• “Sexual discipleship” – Julie Slattery, 

“Rethinking Sexuality.”
B. WALK IN GRACE AND TRUTH.

• John 1:17 – grace and truth.

3. THE CHURCH IS CALLED TO WALK IN GRACE AND
TRUTH IN A DARK WORLD.
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3. The church is called to walk in grace and truth in a dark world. Where does that leave Christians? What are we to do?We are called to live our lives as disciples of Jesus.Sexuality – What is sexual discipleship:(1) knows what he teaches, (2) live what he teaches, and (3) shares what he teaches w others. Masterlife. Talk about it. Walk in grace and truth.Some emphasize truth to the exclusion of grace. They have a predisposition towards the law; good at the “thou shalt not’s.” Struggle is not being judgmental. Primary focus is on judging rather than loving. “Loving” feels wrong. “Love your enemies.” Jesus and table. Who was there?Others emphasize grace to the exclusion of truth. They have a disposition not to see the truth and to its extreme, these will even avoid or omit verses in Scripture that clearly tell us what right or wrong is in the area of sexuality. Didn’t Jesus tell the woman caught in adultery, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way and sin no more. Love wo truth cannot be respected. In my mind, it actually does away w the cross bc Jesus died bc there is truth. We break the law. That is the truth. But love kept him from coming off the cross. Jesus calls us to do both. Stand for the truth he stood for.Welcome all to my table regardless of how they see things.Continue to the conversation so he can reach the human heart. . 



A. DO YOU TEND TO EMPHASIZE GRACE OR TRUTH IN YOUR
INTERACTION WITH OTHERS? TALK TO SOMEONE ABOUT
THE SIDE YOU ARE NOT. ALLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TO
BRING WHOLENESS TO YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS
AS GRACE AND TRUTH, REALIZED. 

NEXT STEP.
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