
1 Timothy 6:18-19
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Presentation Notes
Context and introduction1 tim 6:18-19Why Tithe in a Pandemic?The context of the passage today is that the Apostle Paul has written what is called a “pastoral epistle,” a letter to his young minister in training, Timothy. As he closes the letter he instructs Timothy in what he should say to his congregants in Ephesus relative to the use of their money and to their service of the Lord. To put it in our context, let us suppose we had planted a church in downtown Ellicott City and its current pastor was in his first pastorate. He emails me a letter that goes something like this:  “Pastor Kip, what do you think I should preach on Sunday? I am thinking about talking about a tithing; it’s the first of the year and our people need to get off on the right foot spiritually. But we are at the height of the pandemic. Several of our folks tested positive for the virus recently, even though we had missed the virus almost completely before. Some of their employers may be forced to temporarily close bc so many workers have tested positive. Should I delay the sermon on tithing until the spring or should I preach it as previously planned? What are you going to do, Pastor Kip?” Today’s message would be my response to my young protégé.  The title of the sermon is “Why Should I tithe?”  Juliana Dixon is going to read for us. 1 Timothy 6:18-19Pray with me….What do I want to say? Why should I tithe?What is a tithe?Opportunity for God to reveal himself to me.Clearest example in scripture of building my faith.It is an act of followship.He says so.He did it.It cost him far more than ever cost me.



KEY POINTS

1. What is a “tithe”?
2. TITHING IS NOT ABOUT FOLLOWING A

“RULE.” IT IS GIVING BC HE HAS GIVEN
TO ME. IT IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP.

3. When tithing is an act of worship 
it transforms me.

4. Tithing allows God to return his 
blessings upon me.

5. Tithing is God’s solution to mark 
our return to Him.



• WHY TALK
ABOUT

TITHING? 

1. Bc tithing brings God into my 
future. 1 Tim. 6:18-19

2. Bc of the strength of God’s 
words when we do not do it. 
Malachi 3:8-9
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V 19 is the result of doing what v 18 states: What parent would not teach his children the importance of saving for the future?  Notice v 19: “storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future.” Why would I not talk to you about tithing? To do so is to pour out wisdom upon the hearer so that he can put it in  his own treasure chest for the future. It is wise. Tithing brings God into my future. 1 Tim. 6:18-19 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. (NAU) Because of God’s words when we don’t. 



Mal. 3:8-9 Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But 
you say, 'How have we robbed you?' In your tithes and 
contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are 
robbing me, the whole nation of you.
• Grey Matter Research. “The Generosity Factor” - Recent 

survey of 1000 American “Evangelicals.”  
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Context of Malachi:  The people of Israel, in the day of Malachi the prophet, were in the midst of a significant spiritual problem. They had fallen away from God, apparently, all the while going through the motions of worship. The most serious part of the problem was that they did not acknowledge that they had strayed from God. So God gave them his own evidence that they had fallen away from him (backslidden spiritually). They had stopped tithing. Do you think we are in the same place? Do you think the pandemic has so weakened us spiritually that it has impacted our relationship of faith with God?Read from opening page about “Tithing – A Meaningless Debate”? Survey of 1,000 American evangelicals. Definition of evangelical. Because only 17% of evangelicals gave anything, that is the one reason why we should talk about it. 



1. WHAT IS A
TITHE? 10% OF

MY INCOME, 
WHATEVER THE

SOURCE.

• Tithe – 10% of my “income.” Lev 
27:30, Deu 14:22, Mal 3:8

• Jesus - Lk. 11:42 … What sorrow 
awaits you Pharisees! For you 
are careful to tithe even the 
tiniest income from your herb 
gardens, but you ignore justice
and the love of God. You should 
tithe, yes, but do not neglect the 
more important things. (NLT)
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Lev. 27:30 Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD. Deu 14:22 "You shall surely tithe all the produce from what you sow, which comes out of the field every year. Mal 3:8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, How have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings. Deu 12:17 "You are not allowed to eat within your gates the tithe of your grain, or new wine, or oil, or the first-born of your herd or flock, or any of your votive offerings which you vow, or your freewill offerings, or the contribution of your hand. Lk. 11:42 … What sorrow awaits you Pharisees! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore justice and the love of God. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.Matt 5:17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.Illustration of the what:1 part out of 10 parts 



2. TITHING IS NOT
ABOUT

FOLLOWING A
“RULE.” IT IS

GIVING BC HE
HAS GIVEN TO

ME. IT IS AN
ACT OF

WORSHIP.

An act of worship:
• Prov 3:9, Honor the Lord w your 

wealth …
• Ex 23:19, The best of the 

firstfruits … you shall bring to 
the house of the Lord…

• Ex 12:5, … one year old lamb, 
without defect…

• 2 Cor 9:7, … for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 
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Basic giving principles were based on our gifts as an act of worship of God. Pro 3:9, Honor the Lord w your wealthEx 23:19. I honored him by giving:The first in my handThe best of what I had 2 Cor 9:7 Because he is worth it. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:7 ESV)



3. WHEN TITHING 
IS AN ACT OF 
WORSHIP IT 

TRANSFORMS
ME.

• Jn. 3:16 For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life. (ESV)

• Acts 20:35 In all things I have 
shown you that by working hard 
in this way we must help the 
weak and remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he himself 
said, 'It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.'" (ESV)
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Summary:
1.Bible reading:

• Daily – 83%
• Irregularly – 53%
• Don’t read – 30%

2.Church attendance:
• Monthly 86%
• Irregularly – 42%
• Don’t attend – 16%

Gray Matter Research - The Generosity 
Factor And CT, Feb 2022
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From Gray Matter Research as reported in CT Feb, 2022:Four categories rate giving to church and to charity (not church):Reading the Bible.83/53/30 - 166Attending church.86/42/16 - 144Online bible study82/71/62 - 169Small group.85/78/54 – 217Conclusion: Reading bible daily :Increased givers to other charities: 31%/64% (206%)Increased givers to church: 30%/83% (280%)Attending church 1x a month:Increased givers to other charities: 38%/62% (160%)Increased givers to church: 16%/86% (540%)Part of small group bible study:Increased givers to other charities 47%/68% (140%)Increased givers to church: 54%/89% (160%)Part of online bible study:Increased givers to other charities 48%/63% (130%)Increased givers to church: 62%/82% (130%)



Mal. 3:10-11  Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 
test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows 
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until 
there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, 
so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your 
vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 
(ESV)

4. TITHING ALLOWS GOD TO REVEAL HIMSELF BY A 
RETURN OF HIS BLESSINGS UPON ME. 
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5. TITHING IS
GOD’S

SOLUTION TO
“MARK” OUR

RETURN TO
HIM.

• Mal. 3:7-8a From the days of your 
fathers you have turned aside from 
my statutes and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to 
you, says the LORD of hosts. But you 
say, 'How shall we return?‘… In your 
tithes and contributions. (ESV)
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The people of Israel in Malachi the prophets day, were in the midst of a significant spiritual problem. The most serious part of the problem was that they did not acknowledge that they had strayed from God. The evidence was that they did not obey God. It is like Jesus says in John 14:21, “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." Why would God tell the people that the way to renew their relationship with Him was to tithe? Because tithing gives 10% away that I otherwise would have used to care for myself. I will only do that if I believe I am better off in the strong hands of God than I am in my own hands.  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (Ps. 16:5-6 ESV)



WHY DO I 
TITHE?

1. BC I trust God’s promises.
2. BC my tithe gives testimony to 

me that I have put my life in His 
strong hands.

3. BC I believe in my church and 
the harvest that God produces 
through my giving.

4. BC I love Jesus. My giving is a 
proof.

5. BC I repented of robbing God a 
long time ago. 
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BC I trust God and take him at his word.BC my tithe gives testimony to me that I have put my life in His strong hands.BC I believe in my church and the harvest that God produces through my giving.BC I love Jesus. He says that the “how” of my giving tells Him so.BC I gave up robbing God a long time ago. 



NEXT STEP

• Tithing is not about money. Its 
about giving your heart and life
to Jesus. Its about putting your 
future in his hands, believing he 
is worth trusting. Why not make 
today the day you give your all 
to Jesus? 
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