
Broken Lives Made New
Luke 7:36-50

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sermon series entitled, “Works of Heart.”The title for the series is a play on the words “Works of Art” and “Works of Heart.” It is my prayer that God will reach our hearts through these works of art; that he will speak to us in our inner being – bringing healing and a love for God that transforms us from the inside out.Context: We know not his location, simply that Jesus was going from place to place, healing and teaching. Along the way, a Pharisee, a religious leader, asks him to dinner. As was the custom in that time, when a distinguished guest was invited to “recline at table,” that is, to dine, the occasion would be open to all. Think of it as an outdoor banquet, a picnic if you will. The religious leader is named Simon (not Simon Peter, of course). We do not know the name of the woman although many scholars believe her to be Mary Magdalene, referred to in the opening verses of chapter 8, immediately following. Mary Magdalene was one of the woman who traveled with Jesus and his disciples after she was delivered by Jesus of 7 demons. Mary Magdalene is found at the foot of the cross with Jesus’ mother, at the tomb on resurrection Sunday.The overarching question the gospel is addressing is “Who is this Jesus?” In this passage, he will do something that only God can do -- He will forgive the sins of a prostitute. He is more than a prophet – no prophet can forgive sins. Pam Heuzing reads.Prayer.



“Kintsugi” – non-Christian 
art form.

• Literally, “golden mending.”
• Repairing broken pottery by 

mending the areas of 
breakage with lacquer, 
dusted or mixed with 
powdered gold.

• Treats breakage and repair 
as history rather than 
something to disguise or 
cover.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Makoto Fujimura is a Christian and famous Japanese American artist who lives in NJ.Video. 



1. The woman was known 
by her “history.” Society 
had already discarded 
her.

• Luke 7:39, … he said to 
himself, “… He [Jesus] 
should know what sort 
of woman this is who is 
touching him, that she is 
a sinner.”
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Notice how the host identified the woman – she was a “type” of woman; a “sinner.”What was it that identified her “sort of a woman”?No head covering?Her reputation? The whispers at the table? The looks of amazement among the men?Dress or clothing? Makeup? Jewelry? Both worn to attract members of the opposite sex?Her brazenness in a male dominated world?She let her hair down? The Pharisees identified her by her past actions. She was broken to them. Untouchable.She was born this way; nothing would change her story.She was held captive by her past. Emotionally:Stuck. Beset by shame.GuiltStuck in her anger; life is not fair. Stuck in that condition; stops from living a normal or healthy life. She has likely added to the condition thru self condemnation and self talk. She sees no way out of that life.No moneyNo open doorsCaptive. No hope.Something not right:If she is stuck in hopelessness, why is she expressing the emotion of love?Why sacrificing the perfume that permeated the gathering. Expensive stuff.Why kissing the feet of Jesus in a non-sexual way much like a mother caresses her child?It appears that this broken woman is no longer broken. She knows she is an untouchable yet she is touching him, a tenuous man. Can you remember a time in your life when a new thing happened to you spiritually? When you were filled with joy of the lord? The only one who hasn’t figured out what is up w the woman is Simon. The woman has had a previous encounter w Jesus. She learned that Jesus was present and bought the perfume w her. V 37. 



2. Simon is the one who 
is still broken. He can’t 
see his own “cracks.” 

• Luke 7:41-42
• We all fall short:

• Rom 3:23
• Eccl 7:20
• Rom 5:12
• 1 John 1:8
• Isa 64:6
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Simon is the one who is still broken. He just doesn’t know it. Simon can’t see his own cracks but he can see every one Else’s, including Jesus. V 39Self righteous. Jesus’ response to Simon?Parable addressed to Simon, not the woman. V 40Both parties are in debt. V 41. Luke 7:41 "A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?"Neither can pay. V 42.One is more lost than the other: the religious man. He is not aware that he is unable to pay his debt. She is the one who owed the 500.  V 47. Her sins, which are many, are forgiven. Your sons, Simon, are not forgiven. Self-sufficient, self-righteous. Simon – bankrupt.Reality:We are all broken people. We are all imperfect, we make mistakes, we have cracks in our lives; we lose our temper, we judge others through our own lens just like Simon has judged Jesus. We are all bankrupt in our debt. Each sin is a charge on a credit card that bears interest.  We are unable to extinguish the debt. We imagine that our balances are paid off by our good deeds but they are not. Easter Pageant – bring your sin card to Jesus. Sin is the common problem for us all. Rom 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.Ecc 7:20 Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins.1 John 1:8, If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Isa 64:6, We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. Which person can you identify with?The woman – knows she is broken and needs Jesus.Simon – needs no one. He is good.WE are all broken. Some of us are like Simon – we haven’t come to that realization yet; Others are like the woman – the river of God is about to be poured in the barren places of our lives. 



3. Jesus has a heart for the broken because the 
broken have surrendered to what he has to offer.

• Isa. 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because 
the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; 
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound; 

• Isa. 53:5 But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 
scourging we are healed. 

• Luke 7:50, Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.
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Jesus knew the woman was a sinner – just as he did the woman caught in the act of adultery in last week’s message. Only God can forgive sins. If this woman was forgiven, then the logic follows that Jesus is God.The woman is like the same old plate but she is not the same.Simon hasn’t figured out that the old plate is now new.There is a river of gold that has mended the broken pieces.The river of gold is the blood of Jesus that has been poured out as the means of forgiveness.The woman is no longer the same old plate. She is stronger, mended, than it was before the break.Her wounds are but scars now. Jesus takes our brokenness and redeems it; he turns us around so that instead of seeing ourselves through the lens of what has broken us, our failures, our mistakes, or even the wounds of others, we turn to Him. He transforms us. Now I only buy bowls that are broken or chipped. Its like I am obsessed with the beauty of broken things. 



4. Jesus is the “river of 
gold” that mends 
our brokenness. 

• Col. 2:13-14  “…, having 
forgiven us …, 14 by canceling 
the record of debt that stood 
against us … This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross. (ESV)

• 2 Cor 5:17 Therefore if any 
man is in Christ, he is a new 
creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things 
have come.
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Jesus does not erase our past. He redeems it. 



Next Steps.

1. Do you need a fresh 
mending of your life in 
Jesus? Surrender the 
broken places to him 
today! 
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