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What are “Heroes of Hope”?
God inspired men or women who join God to enter chaos, injustice, or hopelessness on his behalf.
Influencers; they revive others; go against the grain of society.
They run to the crisis not away from it.
Crisis our children are in. 
Spiritual first responders. 
Essential workers. 
Today’s HOH is Jesus.

Context:
The year is approximately 1250BC. People of Israel in Egypt for some 430 years from the time of Joseph
A new pharoah is on the throne. The leadership has long ago forgotten what Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons did to save Egypt from the 7 year famine.
The people have grown from the 70 members of Jacobs’ tribe to an almost innumberable people group, so much so that the Egyptian pharoah is concerned that by sheer numbers they will be able to overthrow the Egyptians. 
Pharoah comes up with a new law:
Kill the male infants. 
Instructs the midwives who assist in labor and delivery to kill the boys at birth.
They secretly refuse saying that the Hebrew women are strong and vigorous. Before they get their to assist, the women have given birth and the child is wisked away
Instructs all the people – kill the male infants. 
Our heroine of the day is a teenage girl, unnamed in the text, but later revealed as Miriam. She is the first named female prophetess. 
What can we learn from this hero of hope? A woman whose value was not understood until some 80 years after the event in chapter 2 – at a time when moses is now grown and called to be the hand by which God saves his people from slavery.



1. Miriam was 
motivated by 
Godly values. 

The midwives. Ex 1.

Moses’ mother. Ex 2.

The Pharoah's daughter. Ex 2.

The Pharoah's daughter’s 
handmaidens. Ex 2.

Miriam. Ex 2.
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Miriam was motivated by Godly values.  I want you to notice something that keeps reoccurring in the opening chpaters of Exodus – women disobeying the civil authorities; practicing civil obedience, literally breaking the laws. It started when Pharoah commanded the midwives to kill the Hebrew baby boys on the birthing stool. They wouldn’t do it, made up some story that the Hebrew women were vigorous and delivered the child before they even arrived. They there is Miriam’s mother, Jochebed. The pharoah commanded everyone in the land to do the same – parents were to throw their male newborns into the Nile River. Jochebed wouldn’t do it. She does the opposite by sending Miriam to watch from a distance what happened to her son. Then, Pharoah’s own daughter, along with all her handmaidens, who happen to come to the River that morning. They wont obey the king’s edict either. Why? Because their actions were connected to their values. The text tells us that Pharoah’s daughter “took pity” on the baby. Likewise, her handmaidens. Every female in the text has the same value for life – and so every female works to protect it. They act to protect it. 
 
I love the way the text explains Miriam’s actions. It says she was standing at a distance. She is literally hiding in plain sight. Doing what women do at the River. I see her watching out of the corner of one eye while beating out clothes with her hands. But she has to get closer so she can hear. Miriam, before she speaks a word of rescue, had to close the distance between herself and the pharoah’s daughter. That was her initial action – to close the distance.
 
It was the same for the story of Ebed Melech in last week’s sermon from Jeremiah 38, who upon seeing the infustice inflicted upon the prophet Jeremiah takes action. Why? Because his value system was such that he had to. It is the same for the women in the text. 
 
What about Christ? Ever thought about why God took the action to “close the distance” between ourselves and him? A distance created by sin? God gave his son to die on the cross to “reconcile us to himself,” to “close the distance.’ Why? Because He vauled us. John 3:16, For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  
 
If God closed the distance for us through Jesus, if he reconciled us to himself not because we deserved it, but because of his very nature to love, what is our response to what he has done? How connected are we to him today? What motivation would we have to change our actions so our actions, the things we do, whether it be our worship, our thoughts, our behaviors? Our motivation cannot be because we should; it cannot be obligation motivated by duty; but motivation motivated by love. 
 
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." (Jn. 14:21 ESV)

What motivates your actions? Are they Godly values? For example:
Value is right and wrong defined by God. 
Value is the flesh? 
School is staring.
Value is what feels good.
Value is sleep? 
Wont go to school
 
 




2. Miriam’s 
actions wre
tied to the 
people 
around her 
who cared for 
her.

When she could hide him no 
longer, she took for him a basket 
made of bulrushes and daubed 
it with bitumen and pitch. She 
put the child in it and placed it 
among the reeds by the river 
bank. (Exod. 2:3 ESV)
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Miriam’s actions were tied to the people of influence around her who cared for her. First, the Hebrew midwives who practiced civil disobedience rather than violate what they knew to be right – life is to be protected not stolen. 2nd, her mother. Her mother was willing to do whatever it took to save her baby boy. Miriam has been taught by her parents what is truly important in life. 
 
Something else I want you to notice in the text. How does a 13 year old think independently wo mother around unless mother and father have taught her how to make her own decisions? How does Miriam move through her fears and to find faith unless the people of influence around her have found that only our faith in God will carry us through the adversities that life throws at us? 
 
Lamentations 3:21-23 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him." 

If it was the “fear of the Lord” that motivated the midwives, it did the same for Miriam’s mother. And if for Miriam’s mother, it has been passed down to the daughter and although you don’t see it mentioned in the text, it is there all the same. 
 
Who are the people in your life that you are tied to? Do they pull you towards God or away from him? Do their values line up with God’s values rather than those of our society or world? Those are not always parallel to one another. Miriams action were tied to the people around her. 
 
I have often used my mother and my father in sermon illustrations. They loved the Lord. Their love for the Lord opened the doorway and the opportunity for me to do the same. And, I must tell you without them, there is no telling where I would be today. The same must be said for my wife. My wife knows and loves the Lord. Where would I be if I were not tied to her? If the decisions I made in life were not impacted by my connection with her? 

Micro groups at Bethany:

Lifegroups.



3. We must 
cherish and 
value God’s 
plan for our 
lives.

Now a man from the house of 
Levi went and took as his wife a 
Levite woman. 2 The woman 
conceived and bore a son, and 
when she saw that he was a fine 
child, she hid him three months. 
(Exod. 2:1-2 ESV)
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We must cherish and value God’s plan for our lives. The story of Moses reminds us of a Marvel Comics superhero, whose life is threatened by the evil powers of the world. The lowly parents are not even named. No one is named but the future savior of the people of Israel, Moses. Yet, the unnamed mother (they are named later in the book – Jochebed is mother and Amram is the father) comes up with an ingenius plan to save her son’s life. She takes a wicker basket bottomed with tar and pitch so it will not sink, places it among the reeds of the sleepy Nile River, the only place where the sound of a crying baby would be expected. It becomes much like Noah’s Ark; or much like superman’s space ship that whisked him off his home planet (Krypton) to Smallville USA. The space ship saves superman from the complete destruction of his planet. His parents put him in the ship when only a small boy and program it for Smallville. Moses wicker basket accomplishes the same thing. It saves him for a future day. That is a story made for the movies!
 
I want to show you the importance the text places upon the role of God in accomplishing all that is accomplished. Notice the words of the opening verse. “A man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son.” For many of us, a history lesson is helpful at this point. Levi was one of 12 sons born to Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham. Those twelve sons of Jacob become the covenant people of God, the Israelites. Except the writer of the book of Exodus is not writing in the present time much like you might read the morning edition of the Baltimore Sun and learn that the Orioles beat the Detroit Tigers again last night. The writer is telling a story many years after it actually occurred. He is writing as a divinely inspired author recording past events. The author is unnamed but most bible scholars believe it is Moses himself. Notice the details included in the text. Some 80 years after this event, God would call Moses at a burning bush inviting him to lead the people of Israel out of slavery. The precise same people who are trying to kill him as an infant, Moses will one day lead these people to freedom. In the process, some years later, God would tell Moses that only the descendants of Levi could serve as the appointed spiritual protectors of the temple and the spiritual leaders. The Levites, in fact, were distinguished among all the tribes as those who had a “zeal for the glory of God” (Ex 32:26). Moses was that first leader and his brother Aaron as the first priest. Numbers 3:6. Why does verse 1 mention that Moses was a descendant of the house of Levi when such a fact had no bearing whatsoever to the events of his rescue. It has to be because the writer wants us to know that this was God’s foreordained, plan, from the very beginning. Otherwise, there is no purpose to mention the tribe that Moses is from.  God knew the moment Moses was conceived and to whom he would be conceived by and gasp his first breath; and, he knew the last breath he would breathe. And, no one was going to take his life unless it was a part of the plan of God. The whole point of mentioning his ancestry is for you and I to know that God is at work here; no threat is sufficient to override his plan for our lives.
 
Let me give you one more identifier. Why the Nile River? Here is something we need to know about God. He will take the threat to our lives and to his plan and he will use that threat to save our lives. You ever known someone who was addicted to some chemical or substance, living a life far removed from God, in a state of unbelief about God and rebellion to God, and somehow that threat actually becomes the means for them to reach up to God?  When my late brother-in-law’s father died, my brother in law was not a believer. But somehow through his deep dark depression, his loss, God reached him. It was in the darkness that separated him from God that God found him. My point – often times the darkness to our lives is precisely what God uses to save us.
 
Pharaoh decrees the Nile River to be Moses’ grave. Where does God save Moses? In the River that Pharaoh decreed as his deathbed, God reversed the plan of his enemy; and saved him. He uses the Nile to save him and Pharoah intended it to murder him. Why did God save Moses there? It is God showing us something about his will – it cannot be thwarted, provided we have chosen to say “yes” to it. How can Moses say “yes” now? He is only an infant. Our God is the only one who knows not only the present but also the future. 80 years later, Moses will say “yes” to the call of God in his life. If the Nile River claims him, he will not have that opportunity. This is the same for you and I. God will protect me in the present based on  what I will one day say to him. 
 
You have another God-wink in the text. The same Pharoah who sought to kill Moses, will be the hand of God to feed him.
 
Let me explain something about the will of God in our lives. To walk in the will of God is to allow one’s life to be guided by Jesus Christ. What he says in his word, becomes much like a map that guides me. Walking in the will of God is not the same thing as using your common sense to make all your decisions. It is literally to seek the counsel of God so you can know his will and then do what he says. Your prayer life, how often you involve God in your decision making is the primary way you can be honest with yourself about whether you are intentionally walking in his will. If I don’t ask him which way to step, how can I say that his plan for my steps matters?. 
 
The will of God functions in this way. It is raining outside today. Now, if I did nto want to get wet, I would have an umbrella with me. But being married to the beautiful woman that I am married to, I never have to worry about an unbrella. In fact, on Friday as I was preparing the car for an upcoming trip, I found in the pocket of the door to her car, no less than 6 umbrellas. Now, that does not count the ones under the driver’s seat or the passenger seat. If I had to venture a guess, there are probably another six in her car. Now what is my point. She does not like getting wet. So when she drives she makes sure she has an umbrella. God’s will is like an umbrella that protects in the storms of life. When I am walking in his will, it is like walking in the rain with my umbrella up. 
 
John 15:10 puts it this way, “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. (Jn. 15:10-11 ESV) The passage says that if you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love. To abide in his love is like walking under the umbrella of his protection. 
 
My point? The plan of God is to be cherished. It is to be sought after. When I step, I do not step because it makes sense, I step because this is what I believe God’s plan for my life is. 
 
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! (Ps. 139:15-17 ESV)
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. (Prov. 3:5-6 ESV)
 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. (Jer. 29:11-13 ESV)
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