Faith . That pleases God

Hebrews 11
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Context – 
AD 96 but not w certainty
Author? Paul, Apollos, Nicodemus?
What is going on? 
Persecution of the church
Chap 10 makes mention of the forfeiture of property of many 
Some in the church are losing their assurance that God is aware of their plight
Not to encourage us to be people of faith but to teach us a cause and affect principle in Scripture. 
You gotta have faith.

Sarah Williams reads
Prayer.


1. Biblical faith is the confident belief that
my hopes will be realized, in spite of-...

A. Heb. 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction [evidence] of things not

seen. (ESV)

- “assurance” - confidence, certainty;
* “conviction” - evidence, proof.

B. My heart’s desires are the seed of what | hope for.
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1. Biblical faith is the confident belief that my hopes will be realized in spite of… 

What is “faith” - Defined by the text:
Assurance translates from confidence, substance, support, steadiness.
Conviction translates from evidence or proof – How do I Know; my faith is the answer. Why will I keep on believing? My faith is the stuff that keeps me believing. 

In spite of reasons not to believe, I chose to believe.
What is my evidence? My proof? My own faith.
Evidence is not my circumstances.
Evidence is my belief. That God will do what I ask him to do,.
Examples:
My hope is that we will not be shut down again bc of Covid 19. My faith tells me that what I hope for will be so. Why? Because I have Jesus and I have asked him to keep that from happening.  
My hope is that we will complete our funding of the capital campaign. My faith believes that will be so. Why? Because I have Jesus; and, I have asked him for that. 
Why am I not afraid? Because what distinguishes Christianity from any other religions is we have Jesus..

Faith believes God for what I hope for bc I have Jesus. I do not have to fear covid. I will wear a mask when the governor mandates it; and I will get vaccinated bc the science supports it; but the reason I do not fear is not my vaccine, or my mask, or 6’ social distancing – but I have Jesus; and my faith is in him. 

How do I get some of that faith stuff?
My common sense must be converted. I must accept what God says about faith as true. Heb 11:1.
Heb 11:6. Wo faith it is impossible to please God for he who comes to God must believe …. 
Abraham stopped believing in what he hoped for. Children. Could not wait any longer. 
Zachariah in Luke 1. 

I must ask God to give it to me. 
(Mk. 9:23-24 ESV)  23 And Jesus said to him, "'If you can'! All things are possible for one who believes.“ 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!“
Rom. 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (ESV)

Related point:  my heart’s desires are the seed of what I hope for.  
Is God going to give me anything I desire? 
iPs. 37:4  Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Eve and Adam desired to be like God. They ate of the forbidden fruit. 
Not of the will or plan of God.
1Jo 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 


2. My faith is of utmost importance to God.

*Heb. 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is
and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

* “Impossible” - powerless, unable; wo a chance

e “Rewarder” — literally, one who pays wages; one who
renders in return for performance.
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 My faith in God is of utmost importance to God.  Why so? Because leasing him is “impossible” without it.

Reveals the very character of God. Heb 11:6 reveals what is important to God. Our faith. Our faith, that is believing him to meet my needs, reveals my love for Him. 
God is relational.
God is love.
Even his role as a the giver of the law: is only to protect us, guide us, and only to help us to enjoy the life he has given us; and to reveal to us that we cannot keep his law. We must have a Savior. 
This God desires a personal relationship with us. 

My faith is what establishes a relationship with God. 
Rom. 3:28 So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law. (NLT)
Gal 2:16 16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. … . For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law."
Rom 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Rom 4:3 Abraham believed and it was credited to him as righteousness .
God makes a nonnegotiable promise to “justify me” to make me right with him, forever, 

My faith is, likewise, essential to my spiritual growth.   

Rewarder of those who seek Him:
Only verse in NT that uses Greek word translated “Rewarder”; 
Rewarder is the paymaster
Pays the laborers.
Context – payment is answered prayers bc of one’s having prayed, in faith.
Wage is what is due.
Expectation of payment.
Expectation of a fair payment.
V1. Assurance of the things I hope for.
V1. Evidence that the things I cannot see, God will do.
Abrahams faith was fickle but Gods was not. 

What is the reward that I should expect payment in? spiritual, material, or physical or all three?
People who sought him:
Abraham – his wife was barren. He believed God and went to a distant land. In the process, his reward was that he would be the father of descendants more populous that stars in the heavens.
Noah – believed God that a storm was coming. Built an ark amidst an unbelieving world. Reward: the life of himself, his family, and the creation of the world.
Moses – painted blood on a doorpost and in the process saved the people of Israel from the angel of death and the Egyptian slavery. Spiritual, physical, material. 
Rewards were:
Tangible, sometimes material, oftentimes life giving, life saving
Spiritual. Moses.
And, delayed. 

To the extent that I have faith in God, my faith directly impacts the reward I receive
I am not saying that being a good person entitles me to a “wage payment”;
Works of the law does not do that; faith does that. 

Faith is a measurable quantity:
Mat 8:13 And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment. 
Mat 9:22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well." And instantly the woman was made well. 
Mat 15:28 Then Jesus answered her, "O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire." And her daughter was healed instantly. 
Mar 9:23 And Jesus said to him, " If you can ! All things are possible for one who believes." 
Mat 17:20 He said to them, "Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, Move from here to there, and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you."  
Joh 11:40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?"  
Jas. 1:5-8  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. (ESV)


3. Our faith-filled prayers put God to
“work.”

* My faith + my prayers moves God. God moves
mountains. (EM Bounds)
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My prayers + My faith moves God; but only God moves mountains. (Bounds)

Formula:
My faith
My prayers
Equals – God is put to work. 

Take one part out? 
We will stop praying.
Faith prayers will be wo passion or hopes. 
We will stop growing spiritually. 
Heb 11:6
We will stop seeking. 
God will not be visible to us.

Answered prayers reveals the presence and reality of God:
 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. (Jn. 15:7-8 ESV)


4. Believers are called to believe in spite of
delays. Timing is in God’s hands, not ours.

And all these, though commended through their faith,
did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had
provided something better for us, that apart from us
they should not be made perfect. (Heb. 11:39-40 ESV)
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* Next Steps

1. Memorize these two verses:
1. Heb 11:1
2. Heb 11:6

2. By an act of your will, choose to “hope,” again.

3. If you have “heard” from Christ today (Romans
10:17), be converted in what you believe about
God and prayer.
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