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What are “Heroes of Hope”?
God inspired men or women who join God to enter chaos, injustice, or hopelessness on his behalf.
Influencers; they revive others; go against the grain of society.
They run to the crisis not away from it.
Crisis our children are in. 
Spiritual first responders. 
Essential workers. 
Today’s HOH is Jesus.

Context:
The context for the passage is that Jesus has just performed one of his greatest miracles – he has healed a man born blind, and he has done it on the Sabbath, in the temple, right under the noses of the religious leaders. The religious leaders have “put the formerly blind man out of the temple,” they have “disfellowshipped him,” to use a modern-day phrase. They have done so because he has acclaimed Jesus as a “good teacher come from God.” Afterwards, Jesus finds the man. He ask him if he believes. The man’s response is but three very important words. He says, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. (Jn. 9:38 ESV)
John 10 is an invitation to believe in Jesus Christ as the good shepherd. His question to the blind man who has just been healed is the same question to you and I today, (Jn. 9:35 ESV) 35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" (Jn. 9:35 ESV)
Malachi Dixon reads.
Prayer


When he has brought out all his
own, he goes before them, and
the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. (Jn. 10:4 ESV)

1. Jesus wants

to be our
shepherd.
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India. Let me illustrate this point by describing a memory a mission trip to India. We would journey to the remote villages, often traveling on single lane dirt roads winding thru the fields. The roads were rural country roads, always filled with traffic, and the traffic was never going slow, and the roads were anything but smooth. Since they were single lane, our driver would often have to leave the road because of oncoming traffic. Sometimes the traffic was not just vehicular. It included sheep, goats. I can remember on more than one occasion, coming to an abrupt stop. As I peered thru the window of the bus we were riding in, I saw a sight I had never seen in America. A shepherd crossing a road followed by some 50 or so sheep. Traffic was at a complete stop; for some reason, horns were silent. It was as if everyone understood what was happening.  A shepherd was leading his flock of sheep across the road. The world stopped for the Shepard and his sheep. It was the only way the sheep crossed safely. Bc of the presence of the Shepard out front. 

Is Jesus your shepherd who goes before?  Let that sink in just a moment. If you are wondering how you might know that let me give you a help. How often do you pray to him before you “cross the street” in life?

Notice how active the lord is in King David’s life. See if you think he goes before in David’s life.:
Ps 23, “The lord is my shepherd I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside quiet waters. He restores my soul…. Yay though I walk thru the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and your staff they comfort me.” 

All of us have someone that goes before. 
For our purposes today, we all have a shepherd. The question is whether he or she is your good shepherd or not. Your shepherd is whoever or whatever you are following. Lots of options here. 
Self.
Friend.
Member of family; husband, wife, mom or dad. Could be a friend or someone you want as a friend. Could be a member of your family, someone you are loyal to. If could be a husband, a wife, mom or dad, particularly if they do not want you to know or follow Jesus. In fact, there are many options for you. Jesus knows that. The context of this passage is that as well. 
The people of Jesus’ time had options too. Would the people follow Jesus or would they continue to follow the religious elite of Jesus’ day, the people whom Jesus referred to as all cleaned up on the outside, but inside full of dead men’s bones. 

Jesus wants to be my shepherd. He wants to lead me bc he cares about me. He wants to be my good shepherd.
V1. I will not be a thief and a robber who comes to take from you
V5. I will not be a stranger you do not know, someone you cannot trust.
V13. I will not be hired hand that someone pays. I will be the owner of the sheep who cares for the sheep. When the going gets tough, I will not abandon you.
V9. I will be your savior. I will give my life for you. I will give you life. 

Four things he will not be: thief, robber, stranger, or a hired hand.
One thing he will be: a savior who dies on your behalf.


Bc he makes it personal.
Bc he makes it my choice.

Bc he is my shelter in the storm
of life.

our Bc he is the door to the will of
shepherd. God in my life.

2. Jesusis
worthy to be
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In my sermon prep, I did some research about sheep and shepherds. The 1st century context went this way. 
A sheepfold was an all-enclosed area normally constructed with stone. 
It had only one way in and one way out – the gate. 
Most sheepfolds held the sheep for three or four shepherds. They would pay for shelter for the night and in the morning leave for green pasture. 
The owner of the sheepfold would station himself or an employee or one of the shepherds at the gate. His presence served as a barrier. The sheep could not get out. An intruder could not get in. 
Then, in the morning, the shepherds would return to the sheepfold, and each would call out his sheep using a unique call or a song or a whistle. The sheep, even though commingled in one area, would hear the sound of their shepherd’s voice and come out of the fold as a group. A sheep would not follow the voice of a shepherd who was not his shepherd. The sheep identified their shepherd by the sounds emanating from his mouth. 
That is why v 4 says, “the shepherd puts forth his own. And his sheep know his voice.” 
4 reasons why Jesus is worth following:
Bc Jesus makes it personal. He even knows my name. 10:3
Bc it is my choice.  10:9, sheep go in and out and find pasture. Freedom. 
Bc he is my shelter in the storm of life. 10:3, he is the door one must go thru to reach the sheep. 
This good shepherd who goes before is not a disinterested shepherd. He goes before as one who cares for the sheep, so much so that if anything bad threatens the sheep, it has to first go thru the shepherd. Not even the wolf overrides the will of the shepherd. Does that mean that my loved one will never die? We know that it cannot mean that; our bodies are flesh and blood. They age. With each breath I breathe, I am one breath closer to my last breath. How does Jesus act as my shepherd in death? If I allow him to, Jesus will walk thru that valley with me. Death will not have the last word. Jesus conquered death when he rose from the grave. Now, he is the door thru which my loved ones in Christ will go through into the next life. That means that one day you will see them again, provided you go thru Jesus. They have not gone, they have simply gone before. 
Bc Jesus is the door to the will of God in my life. 
Think of the sheepfold as God’s plan for my life. When Jesus goes before, it is as if I follow him into God’s will and plan for my life. Think of Jesus as the door through which you can walk into his will and remain in his will. In  1972, it was God’s will that I marry Debra Hutchison. We made our sheepfold in W-S, NC. Then, in 1987, God called us to serve him in ministry. In 1991, I graduated from Southern Seminary and became the pastor of Bethany Lane Baptist Church. That happened because I allowed Jesus to go before. I followed him and his will for my life much like sheep follow a shepherd into the sheepfold for the night. As long as I continue to allow the shepherd to go before, I will remain in the his sheepfold, his will for my life. He is the way only if he goes before. And only if I make him a part of my decisions. If I were never to consult him about the way to go, how could I know he was going before. He is the door as I walk thru the open doors he gives me in my life and even how I respond to the closed doors. Closed doors are no different than open doors. Each directs me into what he has in store for me. They are not “No’s.” Rather, they are “go this way now”. 
To not allow Jesus to go before or to not consult him about the way to go is described In Mk 6:34 Jesus is described like this: 
“When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. ….” 
Jesus’ message to us is an invitation to let him go before; until we do, we are living life like sheep without a shepherd.



The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. | came that they
. may have life and have it

3. Jesusisa abundantly. (Jn. 10:10 ESV)

giving

shepherd,

not a taking And this is eternal life, that they

shepherd. know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

(Jn. 17:3 ESV)
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V 10 says that Jesus does not come to take away. He is not a thief and a robber who comes to steal and kill and destroy. He comes to give. 
“10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (Jn. 10:10 ESV)
Jesus is not a thief. He does not come to steal, kill or destroy. Jesus comes to give.  Life to the full.  Jesus does not steal your dreams, he gives them to you. Jesus does not take away friends, the things you care about – the wolf may, not Jesus. Jesus is a redeemer. He brings good out of your losses. 
He gives life to the full.
The 10th verse is the clearest verse in all of Scripture that helps us to understand the very nature of the good shepherd. He says, “… I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (Jn. 10:10 ESV)
 The Greek word that is translated “life abundantly,” has this literal meaning:

pertaining to a quantity so abundant as to be considerably more than what one would expect or anticipate - 'that which is more than, more than enough, beyond the norm, abundantly more.

How in the world does one experience life to the full, abundant life? By knowing Jesus as my good shepherd who goes before me. 

(Jn. 10:14-15 ESV)  14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
(Jn. 10:27-30 ESV) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.“

Jesus gives in the here and now. 
I have often used John 10 in funerals. I have likened Jesus to the door of heaven and the person who has surrendered their life to Jesus, God will open the door of heaven when they breathe their last breath. But if you look more closely this passage is not talking about something that happens when we die. Otherwise, why would v10 say, “I came that they might have life and life to the full”? Life to the full is something I receive on this side of heaven’s gate, while living. It is now. He is talking about something that becomes mine the day that I take him as my good shepherd, and ask him to go before me, ask him to lead me just like a shepherd leads his sheep, who are totally dependent upon him. 

This why Jesus says in John 17:3, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 
Notice – and this is eternal life – that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 
Eternal life is not something that begins when I die. Eternal life begins when I know God, when I invite him into my heart by faith in his saving work on the cross. He is life to the full. 




Believe in

Jesus as
Have you :
made Jesus SAVIOL
your good
shepherd?
Do it today. Invite him to

go before.




	Slide Number 1
	Jesus wants to be our shepherd. 
	Jesus is worthy to be our shepherd. 
	Jesus is a giving shepherd, not a taking shepherd.
	Have you made Jesus your good shepherd? Do it today. 

