
Ebed-Melech
Jeremiah 38:4-13

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are “Heroes of Hope”?
God inspired men or women who join God to enter chaos, injustice, or hopelessness on his behalf.
Influencers; go against the grain of society.
They run to the crisis not away from it.

Context:
600BC. The people of Israel are under the siege placed upon them by the kingdom from the north – the Babylonians. Jeremiah – cistern, water collection device that collects rain water. He has been thrown into it to silence his prophecies. Jeremiah is the prophet called while still a youth to a bring a message that no one wanted to hear. Time of judgment. 
Today’s HOH is a rather obscure man by the name of ebed-Melech, (I will call him “Ebed”) literally “servant of the king,” a foreigner of Ethiopian descent, a eunuch who likely was in charge of the king’s harem, although we cannot be certain bc the text does not give us specifics. Ebed takes a stand against injustice. The amazing thing is that no one wants to see the injustice committed against Jeremiah except this man – makes you wonder if that is the way it is even today – that we are not aware of injustices all around us. If I’m not aware, how could I ever be used by God to stand against injustice?

Matt Bright reads.
Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



1. Ebed allowed 
himself to 
hear and see 
injustice. 

Jer. 38:7-9 When Ebed-melech …, 
heard that they had put Jeremiah 
into the cistern-- the king was sitting 
in the Benjamin Gate-- 8 Ebed-
melech went from the king's house 
and said to the king, 9 "My lord the 
king, these men have done evil in all 
that they did to Jeremiah the 
prophet by casting him into the 
cistern, and he will die there …"
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Presentation Notes
Jeremiah 26:14 death sentence
Silence the prophet (fake news, disinformation)
People, leaders were against him

2nd attempt to silence Jeremiah.

38:7, Ebed “heard” that they put Jeremiah in the cistern.
He chose to hear and see.
Did not turn his head and ignore 
Pull out his cell phone and make a record 
Think about what you would do
Personal risk:
Private meeting 
King has washed his hands

What does God say?
Deut. 16:20  Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the LORD your God is giving you. (ESV)
Psa 146:7 the Lord executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
Amos 5:24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
Prov. 31:8-9 Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. 9 Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
Ps. 33:5 the Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. (ESV)
Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

Jesus put it this way when addressing the religious elites of his day, the Pharisees. He said,

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You pay a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, and yet you have neglected the more important matters of the law— justice, mercy, and faithfulness. These things should have been done without neglecting the others. (Matt. 23: 23)

Jesus is not saying that justice did not matter to the religious elites. He is saying that it was of less importance than tithes and offerings.

Justice is a theme throughout Scripture bc God is a just God. 

Of course, the greatest evidence that God is just and that wrongs matter to him is the cross. The cross shouts that we matter to God and that he is not willing to leave us separated from him. God could have ignored our sin; turned his head from them, much like Ebed could have done to Jeremiah. But he didn’t. The cross is his evidence to us that justice matters to a just God and we are called to do likewise.

Ebed chose to make himself aware of the injustice. Then, once seeing the wrongness of it, he chose to do something about it.

Stand for justice wo regard to other belief perspectives:
democrat vs republican
Stood for or against the biblical definition of gender
Advocate of CRT or Woke movement?








2. Ebed 
overcame his 
fears by 
taking action. 

Jer. 38:8-9  Ebed-melech went 
from the king's house and said 
to the king, 9 "My lord the king, 
these men have done evil in all 
that they did to Jeremiah the 
prophet by casting him into the 
cistern, and he will die there of 
hunger, for there is no bread left 
in the city." (ESV)
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Ebed’s reasons to turn his head:
He was alone.
Acting against the powerful
Life is of little value.
Zedekiah is a weak king.

Ingenious plan:
Time, place, public or private.
Beautiful Gate.

Outline of his steps:
Made himself aware.
He problem solved the situation
Took initiative. First step.
He faithed God for the outcome:
Jer. 39:15-18  The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the court of the guard: 16 "Go, and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will fulfill my words against this city for harm and not for good, and they shall be accomplished before you on that day.  17 But I will deliver you on that day, declares the LORD, and you shall not be given into the hand of the men of whom you are afraid. 18 For I will surely save you, and you shall not fall by the sword, but you shall have your life as a prize of war, because you have put your trust in me, declares the LORD.'" 

Think about it:
Problems in your work, school, career, that are too bid? Stuck in the mud? Ebed figured a plan, then he stepped, then he trusted. 
Injustices at work, school? Think about how you can “lift another out of the mud”



3. Ebed acted 
with 
compassion 
to someone 
everyone else 
despised. 

Jer. 38:11 So Ebed-melech took 
the men with him and went to the 
house of the king, to a wardrobe 
in the storehouse, and took from 
there old rags and worn-out 
clothes, which he let down to 
Jeremiah in the cistern by ropes. 
12 Then Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, "Put 
the rags and clothes between your 
armpits and the ropes." Jeremiah 
did so. 
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Presentation Notes
Why did God choose Ebed?
Slave
Foreigner
No influence

Our own pain helps us to see the pain of others.

Present to a lonely man
Came up w a plan showed his own understanding of pain:
Clothes from the kings wardrobe
Under arms
He led 30 men together:
Some pulled
Rest stood guard
Ebed led.

How would God use Bethany Church, together, to lift the burdens of our world?
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