
The Branches
John 15:1-11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are “Heroes of Hope”?
God inspired men or women who join God to enter chaos, injustice, or hopelessness on his behalf.
Influencers; they revive others; go against the grain of society.
They run to the crisis not away from it.
Crisis our children are in. 
Spiritual first responders. 
Essential workers. 

Context:
Jesus’ day:
Most were farmers or herdsman
All would have known the metaphor Jesus used. Vineyards were plentiful.
Dried branches would be later used for fuel for the oven
Last night w disciples. Passover. Washing of feet. Judas has departed
To bear fruit is to yield a positive result:
“You have been studying all week. I pray that all your study bears fruit in a good grade on your exam.”
We have been talking about our capital campaign – Hope Grows, for several months now. I am praying that our effort will bear fruit in generous giving on the part of our church body.”
Preaching – foundationally it is spiritual warfare.
Unite the church in an attack against satan.
Attack is wages by growing the church.

Hope is realized by the bearing of fruit
Apart from me you can do nothing. 
Branches recognize the cause-and-effect relationship w connection and bearing fruit.





1. Jesus is the 
true vine. 

Jn. 15:1  "I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the vinedresser. (ESV)

Bloodline through Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob is no longer the 
connection needed to know God. 
John 1:11-12

There are many “vines” today 
that seek to offer purpose, 
meaning, and life. They are false 
vines.



2. God is the 
gardener. 

Jn. 15:1  "I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the vinedresser. (ESV)

The gardener is responsible for 
tending the vineyard so that the 
branches bear fruit.

Branches without fruit must be 
cut off. Branches that bear fruit 
must be pruned to bear more 
fruit.



3. Believers are 
the branches. 
Branches are 
responsible 
to abide in 
the vine. 

I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. (Jn. 15:5 ESV)

The presence of fruit on the 
branch tells the story.

For we are the aroma of Christ to 
God among those who are being 
saved and among those who are 
perishing, (2 Cor. 2:15 ESV)



4. Fruit is the 
fragrance, 
the by-
product, of 
abiding in 
Christ.

Galatians 5:22

John 15:11-13

John 15:26-27



• How can I be 
born again 
today?

Believe in 
Jesus as 
savior.

Surrender to 
his leadership 

in my life.

Follow him, 
rather than 
myself or 

others.
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