
Josiah 
2 Chron 34:1-5; 14, 18-21  
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Presentation Notes
What are “Heroes of Hope”?God inspired men or women who join God to enter chaos, injustice, or hopelessness on his behalf.Influencers; they revive others; go against the grain of society.They run into the crisis not away from it.Spiritual first responders. Essential workers. King of Judah. Josiah was the grandson of Manasseh who reigned 687–642 BC; Manasseh was the longest-tenured king of Judah. Manasseh secured economic recovery for Judah after the invasion of Sennacherib in 701 BC, but Manasseh is blamed for the fall of Judah due to corrupt religious practices and social injustices.Timeline:722BC – Northern kingdom fell to Assyrians.687 – 642 Manhasset, 55 yrs.; Amon – 2 years.  Spiritual depravity.Josiah – 640bc – 610 BCBabylonians. 605BCWhat does a “spiritual awakening look like”? How can I be a part?Julianna DixonPrayer.



1. Spiritual 
awakening 
began with 
the change of 
one boy’s 
heart. 

2 Chr. 34:3  For in the eighth year 
of his reign [age 16], while he was 
yet a boy, he began to seek the 
God of David his father, and in the 
12th year, he began to purge … 

2 Chr. 34:8 Now in the eighteenth 
year of his reign, when he had 
cleansed the land and the house,  
he sent … to repair the house of 
the LORD his God.  
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Spiritual awakening began with a change of one boy’s heart. It was like a pilgrimage he started ..8th year –  age 16. seek. 34:3Transformation began. 1 Sam. 13:14  But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you." (ESV)God found him. 2 Chr. 16:9  For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the whole earth that he may strongly support those whose heart is completely his. “Context.  Lawlessness.2 Chr. 34:3  For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherah, and the carved and the metal images. (ESV)12th year – purge - Baal and Asherah. 34:3. 20 years old.Confront society - right and wrong? .Dust.goddess of fertility Asherah. 2 Kings 21:718th year – 26. he began the repair of the temple. 34:8Why? Transformation of his heart - cherish God. Temple was his house. 2 Chr. 34:8  8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. (ESV)1 Chron 22:19, “… Set your mind and heart to seek the Lord your God. Arise and build…”If awakening began w Josiah, it can happen to anyone. Father and grandfather.No spiritual leaders Temple is in ruins after 250 years. 34:11, the kings let go to ruins. Lost the Word. Priest but for what?No active role of the “church” in society.  Only the “kings” have a voice. People do what seems best to them. No justice other than the people themselves. Josiah represents the simplicity of spiritual awakening that begins with a change of heart. Didn’t know how.Had no one to  lead him.No meaningful temple worship.Begins to repair the Temple of Solomon.What would happened if we did that? Jas. 4:8  Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. …)Joh 6:37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 2 Cor 1:20, All the promises of God find they “yes” in Jesus. What would happen if we purged our lives of those things that we have placed above God? 



Asherah Pole 

• 2 Ki. 21:7 And the carved 
image of Asherah that he 
had made he set in the 
house of which the 
LORD said to David and 
to Solomon his son, "In 
this house, and in 
Jerusalem, which I have 
chosen out of all the 
tribes of Israel, I will put 
my name forever. (ESV) 



2. It just so 
happened 
that someone 
“opened” the 
Word for 
Josiah.  

V34:14. Hilkiah, the priest, found 
the book of the Law. 

V34:15, 18. Shaphan, the 
secretary, took “a book” to the 
king and read it to him. 

V 34:19. Josiah heard. He 
repented on behalf of all.  
V34:21. He wants to know more. 
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It just so happened that someone opened the Word for him. Spiritual awakening was centered on the Word of God made supreme. BC – Josiah sought God.He purged the city of evil. He repaired the temple.In the process…Hilkiah, the priest, found the Book of the Law..2 Chr. 34:14-16  While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD given through Moses.)Shaphan to the king – I have found a book. V182 Chr. 34:18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read from it before the king. (ESV)Josiah has been seeking the Lord for 18 years – never read the Book.Josiah –  “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. repents. Tore his clothes.  2 Chr. 34:19  And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes. ESV) 2 Chr. 34:21  "Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book." (ESV)Josiah’s response to what he hears: True.Wants to know more.; understand.Masterfile.Reading vs feeding. 1 Peter 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 1Pe 1:23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. Deu 8:3 "He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. 



3. God provided 
a “Huldah” to 
Josiah.  

2 Chr. 34:30 And the king went 
up to the house of the LORD, 
with all the men of Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and the priests and the Levites, 
all the people both great and 
small. And he read in their 
hearing all the words of the 
Book of the Covenant that had 
been found in the house of the 
LORD.  
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Is there a “Huldah” in your life?Someone to give you understanding?Parent? Spouse? Friend?Are you a Huldah to someone?MentorShepherdDon Piper Josiah responds in obedience:He reinstitutes a renewal of relationship ceremony with the people:Thru Josiah’s obedience to what it says. Reinstitutes Passover in chap 35.Reinstitutes sacrificial offerings. Reinstitutes worship led by the musicians. 



• Application. 

God awoke a nation because one boy turned his face to 
God. Will you seek him with all your heart that I might 
change you and others around you? 

Will you join in a daily prayer for revival at 12:00 noon, 
daily? 

Will you invite someone not in your church to the Don 
Piper event, 6/13?  
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